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THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF CRAVEN MET IN 
REGULAR SESSION IN COURT ROOM #4 OF THE CRAVEN COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE, 302 BROAD STREET, NEW BERN, NORTH CAROLINA, ON 
MONDAY FEBRUARY 1, 2016.  THE MEETING CONVENED AT 7:00 P.M. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Chairman George S. Liner 
 Vice Chairman Johnnie Sampson, Jr. 
 Commissioner Scott C. Dacey 

Commissioner Jason R. Jones  
 Commissioner Thomas F. Mark 
 Commissioner Theron L. McCabe 
 Commissioner Steve Tyson  
 
STAFF PRESENT:   
 Jack B. Veit III, County Manager 
 Gene Hodges, Assistant County Manager  
 Craig Warren, Finance Director 
 Amber Parker, Human Resources Director 
 Gwendolyn M. Bryan, Clerk to the Board  
 Jim Hicks, County Attorney 
 Aaron Arnette, County Attorney Associate 
  
Following an invocation by Commissioner Liner and the Pledge of Allegiance, Commissioner 
Dacey moved to amend the agenda by re-positioning item #1.B, Comments Related to Proposed 
Resolution Concerning Refugee Resettlement, to Item #6.A, seconded by Commissioner Tyson 
and unanimously carried. 
 
Commissioner Mark moved to approve the minutes of January 19, 2016 regular session, 
seconded by Commissioner Sampson and unanimously carried. 
 
The Chairman stated the following ground rules for petitions of citizens.  In regards to general 
comments, a four minute maximum will be permitted per speaker.  In regards to comments 
related to the proposed resolution concerning refugee resettlement, there will be a time limit of 
30 minutes for those in favor of the resolution and 30 minutes for those against the resolution, 
with a three minute maximum per person.  Citizens in attendance were asked to refrain from any 
outbursts during the presentations and discussion.   
 

PETITIONS OF CITIZENS 
 

General Comments 
 
Mrs. Ethel Sampson, 1038 Sampson Street, stated that there are no specified qualifications for 
County Commissioners, and no reason for limiting their duration of service. 
 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
Proclamation Recognizing Mrs. Arabelle Bryant 
 
On February 7, 2016 the Historic Dryborough Association will honor Mrs. Arabelle Bryant as a 
Community Stalwart and Educator and the Board was requested to adopt the following 
proclamation for presentation at the event, which will be held at the New Bern Public Library 
Auditorium.  Commissioner Sampson moved to adopt the proclamation, as requested, seconded 
by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
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PROCLAMATION 
HONORING MRS. ARABELLE B. BRYANT 

COMMUNITY STALWART AND EDUCATOR 
 

 WHEREAS, Mrs. Arabelle B. Bryant grew up in Rocky Mount, North Carolina, where she 
graduated from Booker T. Washington High School; and 
 
 WHEREAS, she subsequently earned a Bachelor’s Degree in mathematics, with a minor in 
Library Science at North Carolina College for Negroes (North Carolina Central University), and later 
pursued graduate studies at Columbia University and North Carolina Central University, where she 
received a Master’s Degree in Library Science; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mrs. Bryant moved to New Bern around 1944 to teach mathematics at West Street 
High School, and also became the librarian; and 
 
 WHEREAS, she became the librarian at J.T. Barber High School in 1956, serving until her 
retirement in 1980, having influenced more than 2,000 students who passed through the school during her 
24 year tenure; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in addition to her legacy as an educator, Mrs. Bryant’s contributions to the 
community at large are numerous, and include:  faithful membership and dedicated leadership in 
Ebenezer Presbyterian Church for more than 50 years; service on the New Bern-Craven County Library 
Board, Craven County Board of Health, New Bern Housing Authority Board, Craven Community 
Concerts Board, Red Cross Board, as Day Captain for the RCS Soup Kitchen, and Vice President of the 
Historic Dryborough Association, to name a few; and 
 
 WHEREAS, her many honors include induction into the Order of the Long Leaf Pine by 
Governor Hunt; and 
 
 WHEREAS, she is the very proud mother of Harold Bryant, Jr. and Matlynn Bryant Yeoman; 
grandmother of Armand Bryant; and great-grandmother of Amaya Bryant, which she considers among 
her finest achievements. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, the Craven County Board of Commissioners issues this proclamation in 
recognition of Mrs. Arabelle Bullock Bryant’s exemplary contributions that have enhanced our 
community. 
 
 Adopted this 1st day of February, 2016. 
 
 
Tax Releases and Refunds 
 
The Board was requested to approve the following routine tax releases and refunds.  
Commissioner Sampson moved for approval, seconded by Commissioner McCabe and 
unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Credits 
 
TAXPAYER NAME    TICKET#   AMOUNT 
 
COOKMAN, CHARLES C JR  2015-0090952   $35.35 
NOT IN BUSINESS 1/1/15 
 
FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE ASSN2013-0017743  $1,328.21 
FORECLOSURE – LIEN EXTINGUISHED 
 
FISHER, PAUL D & RUBY M  2012-0018868   $118.24 
FORECLOSURE – LIEN EXTINGUISHED 
 
HARBOUR PORTFOLIO VIII LP  2014-0024122   $321.68 
FORECLOSURE – LIEN EXTINGUISHED 
 
HARBOUR PORTFOLIO VIII LP  2015-0024268   $299.12 
FORECLOSURE – LIEN EXTINGUISHED 
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HEATH, MILDRED BRADSHAW  2008-0025893   $19.80 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2008 
 
JOHNSON, HARRY W JR   2014-0029735   $4,032.00 
LIEN WITHDRAWN BY CITY OF NEW BERN 
 
MCCOY, CHARLES MYRON & SHARON2016-0090008   $991.78 
PERSONAL PROPERTY BILLED IN ERROR 
 
SPURGEON, RONALD KENNETH JR 2015-0054046   $60.44 
NOT TAXABLE TO CRAVEN COUNTY 
 
STEVENS, ROBINSON JR   2015-0091468   $55.15 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2015 
 
STEVENS, ROBINSON JR   2015-0091705   $35.03 
DID NOW OWN 1/1/2014 
 
WARREN, LARRY    2015-0091548   $70.70 
CORRECTED DISCOVERED PROPERTY VALUE 
 
WRIGHT, NATHAN SHANE  2015-0064475   $8.38 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2015 
 
WRIGHT, NATHAN SHANE  2014-0063095   $8.34 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2014 
 
    14 – CREDIT MEMO(S)      $7,384.22 
 
Refunds 
 
TAXPAYER NAME    TICKET#   AMOUNT 
 
THE SPECTRANETICS CORPORATION 2015-0056704   $134.73 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2015 
 
WITHERINGTON, JACK   2015-0091820   $43.11 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2015 
 
    2 – REFUND(S)    $183.84 
 
 
Request to Set Close-Out Public Hearing for FY 12 CDBG Infrastructure Program 
 
The Craven County Planning Department requested that the Board set a public hearing on 
February 15, 2016 at 8:30 a.m. to review the budget and activities that have been accomplished 
through the County’s FY 12 CDBG Infrastructure Project.  The program activities are complete 
and the County is in the process of closing out the grant.  The program accomplishments 
included new water service to Henderson-Godette Road in the Harlowe area and substantial 
sewer improvements within the James City area.  The total cost of activities was $727,358.66 in 
CDBG Program funds, benefitting 100% low to moderate income households.  Commissioner 
Sampson moved to set a public hearing for February 15, 2016 at 8:30 a.m., as requested, 
seconded by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Subdivisions for Approval 
 
The Board was requested to approve the following subdivisions.  The Planning Board met on 
January 28, 2016 and recommended their approval.  Commissioner Sampson moved to approve 
the following subdivisions, as requested, seconded by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously 
carried in a roll call vote. 
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Sandra C. Connor Property – Final:  The property, owned by Sandra Connor and surveyed by Joe 
Chance, PLS, is located within Twp. 7 off of US Highway 70 Service Rd. (SR 1156);  
Parcel ID 7-054-6-015.  The subdivision contains 2 lots on 6.37 acres and is proposed to be 
served by community water and City of New Bern sewer. 
 
Curtis Lee Morris – Final:  The property, owned by Curtis L. Morris and surveyed by Gaskins 
Land Surveying, P.A., is located within Twp. 1, off of Ward Field Rd. (SR 1451);  
Parcel ID 1-055-011.  The subdivision contains 1 lot on 3.23 acres and is proposed to be served 
by community water and an existing septic system. 
 
George A. Coeyman – Final:  The property, owned by George A. Coeyman and surveyed by 
James Simmons Surveying, is located within Twp. 5, off of Temples Point Rd. (SR 1711);  
Parcel ID 5-011-061.  The subdivision contains 1 lot on 5.65 acres and is proposed to be served 
by community water and an existing septic system. 
 
Robin Leary – Final:  The property, owned by William Pappas, Jeremy Riggs and Justin Riggs 
and surveyed by Matthews Surveying, is located within Twp. 3, off of Loop Rd. (SR 1252); 
Parcel ID 3-024-055.  The subdivision contains 1 lot on 2.00 acres and is proposed to be served 
by community water and an individual septic system.  The proposed new road name is Jacob 
Lane. 
 
Approval of Updates to Sheriff’s Department Records Retention Schedule 
 
The Sheriff’s Department requested approval of the updated Sheriff’s Departments’ Record 
Retention Schedule which was recently published by the N.C. Division of Archives and Records.  
This is the standard adopted statewide for County Sheriffs’ offices.  Commissioner Sampson 
moved to approve the requested updates to the Sheriff’s Department Record Retention Schedule, 
seconded by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 

DEPARTMENTAL MATTERS:  TAX 
 

Report of Unpaid 2015 Taxes 
 
Tax Administrator, Ronnie Antry, presented to the Board the amount of $2,178,149.39, which 
reflects 2015 taxes that remain unpaid, and are a lien upon real estate, as required by NCGS 105-
369(a). 
 
The total reflects a collection rate of 94.56%.  This statute also requires the Board to order  
Mr. Antry to advertise in a newspaper of general circulation in the County the tax liens for 2015.  
The Board was requested to authorize that the liens be advertised  in The Sun Journal on April 
18, 2016.   
 
Commissioner Mark moved to authorize that the liens be advertised in The Sun Journal on  
April 18, 2016, as required by statute, seconded by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously 
carried.   
 
Revaluation Update 
 
Chief Appraiser, Glenn Jones, and Mr. Antry updated the Board on the 2016 revaluation, 
including activities to date and what to expect in the upcoming months.   
Mr. Jones reported that there were 57,000 properties to be evaluated.  The project is scheduled to 
be completed in February and notices will be mailed later that month. 
 

DEPARTMENTAL MATTERS:  SOLID WASTE – SOLID WASTE AGREEMENT 
 

Since the Board of Commissioners directed staff to proceed with renewing the Convenience 
Centers Hauling Agreement and Recyclable Materials Collection Exclusive Franchise 
Agreement in November for an additional three year period, a stipulation was added to the 
Convenience Centers Hauling Agreement that spilling or blowing of contents from the 
transported containers be prevented.   
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Solid Waste Director, Rusty Cotton, advised the Board that there has also been a change to the 
metal recycling vendor due to the closure of SIMS Metal Management, and two new metal 
recycling vendors have been identified. 
 
In addition, the current contractor for the Convenience Centers Hauling Agreement (Republic 
Services) has requested different terms in the Agreement, constituting a material change to the 
Agreement.  As a result, the County must bid out the Hauling Agreement. 
 
Commissioner Dacey moved to authorize execution of the recycling agreement and authorize 
solicitation of Requests for Proposals for the Convenience Centers Hauling Agreement, seconded 
by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried. 
 

DEPARTMENTAL MATTERS:  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – REQUEST 
APPROVAL OF GRANT OF EASEMENT TO PIEDMONT NATURAL GAS 

 
Economic Development Director, Timothy Downs, presented a map prepared in 2001 by Robert 
Chiles, P.E., which shows a twenty foot easement for a North Carolina Natural Gas main line on 
the south portion of the Craven County Industrial Park.  He informed the Board that the map has 
been used and relied upon by many parties over the years; however, it has come to light that no 
Grant of Easement by Craven County was ever recorded.  He recommended that the Board 
approve the Grant of Easement to Piedmont Natural Gas and approve the execution of related 
documents.  Commissioner Tyson moved to approve the Grant of Easement, as requested, 
seconded by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried. 
 

CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED RESOLUTION CONCERNING REFUGEE 
RESETTLEMENT 

 
Comments Related to Proposed Resolution Concerning Refugee Resettlement 
 
The following members of the public spoke for and against the resolution in alternating 
sequence: 
 
For 
 
Dr. Martin Creech – Christian Action League, Raleigh, stated that the resolution is not 
inconsistent with tenets of the Christian faith, inasmuch as personal conduct is distinguishable 
from the role of government. 
 
Matt Schowb, 2318 Oakwood Drive, New Bern, asserted that funds would be more effectively 
spent with the United Nations, High Commission on Refugees (UNHCR), which spends $1,057 
per year per person on expenditures for its resettlement activities overseas in camps in 
neighboring countries, allowing more refugees to be served.  Comparatively, approximately 
$12,000 per person per year is spent on resettlement here. 
 
Mark Griffin, 465 Daugherty Road, Dover, a veteran of the war in Iraq, cited MCAS Cherry 
Point as a potential target for Syrian refugees resettled in the area, who may be embedded to do 
harm. 
 
Ann Bowman, 105 Kingsmill Ct., New Bern, stated that the local community has no say, and the 
opposition is not about refugees that are already here.  The United Nations should not be 
dictating who can become a citizen.   
 
Phillip Buffa, 125 Walden Road, New Bern, encouraged taking time to develop more security in 
the vetting process. 
 
Raynor James, 305 Calico Dr., New Bern, stated that there are refugees in the country already 
who could become potential targets of terrorists embedded, posing as refugees. 
 
 Bruce Hergreaves, 3603 Cranberry Lane, stated that the vetting process is not working and 
expressed concern about a possible public health issue stemming from the medical condition of 
some of the arriving refugees. 
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Glen Fink, 646 Goose Creek Road, New Bern, stated that he is not against all refugee activities. 
 
Hal James, 305 Calico Dr., New Bern, cited Article IV, Section 4 of the United States 
Constitution. 
 
Joseph Salter, 1110 Hill Neck Road, Ernul, stated that the government should not be paying 
church organizations to finance refugee resettlement programs. 
 
Ray Griffin, 1981 Streets Ferry Road, Vanceboro, spoke about devastation and corruption in the 
society. 
 
Johnny Clark, 5560 Hwy. 55 West, Cove City, representing the collective opinions of his church 
stated that the community should be compassionate, but not with their heads in the sand. 
 
Brad Cummings, 307 Madam Moore’s Lane, New Bern, stated that the FBI, Department of 
Homeland Security and State Department have said that the Syrian refugees cannot be properly 
vetted. 
 
Against 
 
Winston Dixon, 309 Renny’s Creek Dr., New Bern, stated that refugees are subjected to a 8-13 
step vetting process over a period of three years before arriving in the community. 
 
Katherine Adolph, 210 Metcalf St., New Bern, evoked the memory of Jews who perished during 
the Hitler years as a result of closed doors, and spoke about the value of diversity in the 
community. 
 
Peter Adolph, 210 Metcalf St., New Bern, asked who authorized the proposed resolution, if not 
the Board. 
 
Rosemary Stark, 66 Shoreline Drive, explained that the red that was displayed by opponents of 
the resolution represented righteous indignation, embarrassment and innocent blood shed.  She 
stated that 6,700 names have been sign onto the following resolution: 
 
“We, the members of Faith Connection in the New Bern area are solidly behind the provision of 
hope and promise of a safe and secure life that the refugee program, interfaith Refugee Ministry, 
provides regardless of religion, nationality, race, ethnicity, gender, or age of the refugee in dire 
need of refuge, a safe harbor and a home”. 
 
Carolyn Latham, 3412 Windsor Dr., Trent Woods, spoke about her personal experience with 
exemplary refugees already in the community, specifically the Rhems Methodist Church 
program. 
 
Erika Foluke, 1717 Spencer Ave., New Bern, stated that in reference to potential “bad apples” 
among incoming refugees, there are plenty of home grown “bad apples” right here. 
 
Susan Husson, 312 Avenue A, New Bern, stated that UNHCR is the gate keeper for any nation 
involved in the process, and has no other role.  The refugees seen in Europe are not the ones 
coming to Eastern North Carolina, who work and pay taxes after a brief resettlement period. 
 
Paul Canady, 4504 Wentworth Ct., Trentwoods, expressed concern about potential unintended 
consequences of the resolution, which could be used by jihadists as propaganda against us. 
 
Susan Jackson Cook, 1230 Brices Creek Road, New Bern, stated that this controversy harkens  
back to the Japanese internment camps during World War II and the rejected boatloads of Jews – 
contrary to American ideology. 
 
Lily Kremar, 611 Middle Street, New Bern, stated that the resolution is not substantiated by facts 
but based on fear.  Fear caused a boatload of Jews to be turned back in 1939 only to perish.  She 
also cited internment of Japanese citizens during WWII. 
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Martha Dzioba, 2124 Royal Pines Dr., New Bern, stated that homegrown terrorists are her 
biggest fear. 
 
John Jacobson, 508 Metcalf Street, New Bern, stated that the resolution appears to reflect the 
political statement of Ted Cruz, and asked if Christian refugees would be treated differently, 
demonstrating religious bigotry. 
 
“Webb” Slaughter, 6509 Windsor Dr., Trent Woods, querried “What would Jesus Do” in these 
circumstances. 
 
Edward Toth, 1607 Tryon Road, New Bern, stated that the resolution would not result in 
enforceable action, and questioned the definition of “terrorist”, citing instances of homegrown 
terror. 
 
Discussion of Proposed Draft Resolution on Refugees from Terrorist Nations 
 
The Chairman asked Commissioner Dacey to lead discussion of the subject resolution, which 
was continued from the Board’s last meeting.  Commissioner Dacey presented an amendment to 
the resolution on the table, and moved for its adoption, seconded by Commissioners Jones and 
carried with six (6) “ayes”, there being one (1) “nay” from Commissioner Sampson.   
 

RESOLUTION ON REFUGEES FROM TERRORIST NATIONS 
(Substitute Amendment) 

 
Whereas, the Obama Administration has pledged to accept as many as 10,000 Syrian and Iraqi refugees 
into the United States; and 
 
Whereas, due to the conflicts in and around Syria and Iraq, many of the individuals seeking refugee 
status in the United States are unable to present critical biographical information to those responsible 
for verifying the identities of such individuals; and 
 
Whereas, the United States House of Representatives’ Committee on Homeland Security has found that 
many European countries have been overrun with refugees coming in from Syria and North Africa, 
overburdening the social services of those countries and creating a  “look the other way” posture, 
allowing refugees to move freely within Europe without vetting; and 
 
Whereas, unless proper verification of those individuals from Syria and Iraq can be fully demonstrated it 
is unlikely a complete threat assessment of those individuals can be performed and that the safety of 
those who will be asked to live in near proximity to those individuals can be fully guaranteed; and 
 
Whereas, since 1992, the communities located in eastern North Carolina have received as many as 200 
refugees each year; and 
 
Whereas, the legitimacy and success of the refugee program based in eastern North Carolina is rooted 
in the dependability of investigative work of the United Nation’s High Commissioner on Refugees and 
United States Immigration officials; and 
 
Whereas, historically it has been the practice of refugee relocation agencies to decline the placement of 
individuals with severe medical problems, a history of mental illness or disability, or those with a 
criminal record; and 
 
Whereas, as it is the case that neither the United Nation’s High Commissioner on Refugees or United 
States Immigration officials are currently able to adequately demonstrate that the usual and customary 
high standards for acceptance into the program for local resettlement can be met, and 
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, that in the interest of safety to our community and the desire to maintain the 
continued goodwill of those within our community toward ALL refugees finding their way to eastern 
North Carolina, that the Craven County Board of Commissioners opposes the relocation of any refugee 
from countries that have significant territory controlled by an organization designated by the State 
Department to be a Foreign Terrorist Organization, including but not limited to Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Syria 
and Yemen.  
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He emphasized that references to Interfaith Refugee Ministries had been removed, and the 
resolution serves only as a declaration that Craven County opposes the settlement of these 
refugees. 
 
Commissioner Mark thanked Susan Husson for the time she spent educating him and other 
Commissioners.  He has to take into account all of the citizens. 
 
Commissioner Sampson stated that considering his background, he could have been a citizen or 
refugee; there are good people and bad people in all categories but he is concerned about people 
in general and not just in America.   
 
Commissioner Jones stated that he has friends that are for the resolution and some against.  He 
thanked citizens for their responses.  He stated he will support the amendment, quoting  
I Timothy 5:8, which he stated is shaping his perspective on this issue.   
 
The Chairman called for a vote on the amended resolution on the table, which was originally 
moved by Commissioner Dacey and seconded by Commissioner Mark.  The motion to adopt 
carried with six (6) “Ayes”, there being one (1) “Nay” from Commissioner Sampson. 
 
At 8:56 p.m. the Board went into recess. 
 
At 9:15 p.m. the Board reconvened in regular session. 

 
APPOINTMENTS 

 
Craven Community Child Protection Team:  Dawn Gibson 
 
It was the consensus of the Board that this appointment be deferred. 
 
 
Craven County Clean Sweep Committee:  Pamela Roberts 
 
Commissioner Mark nominated Pamela Roberts for appointment to the Craven County Clean 
Sweep Committee.  There being no additional nominations, Ms. Roberts was appointed by 
acclamation. 
 
Craven Aging Planning Board 
 
The Board was apprised of the expiring terms of Gwen Bryan, Tonya Cedars, Jayne Davis, 
Sherry Roy, Dora Jones, Mary Ann Mchan, Georgia Newkirk, Deborah Patterson and Dean 
Roberts on the Craven Aging Planning Board.  Commissioner Sampson moved to reappoint Ms. 
Bryan, Ms. Cedars, Ms. Davis, Ms. Roy, Ms. Jones, Ms. Mchan, Ms. Newkirk, and Ms. 
Patterson, seconded by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried.  The appointment of 
Dean Roberts was deferred until March. 
 
Craven County Community Child Protection Team 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to defer this appointment. 
 
Nursing Home Advisory Committee 
 
It was the consensus of the Board that this appointment be deferred. 
 
Board of Adjustment:  Lee Kyle Allen III, Bud Stilley 
 
The Board was apprised of the expiring terms of Lee Kyle Allen, III and Bud Stilley on the 
Board of adjustment.  It was the consensus to defer appointment of Lee Kyle Allen, III until 
March.  Mr. Stilley was reappointed by acclamation. 
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COUNTY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
 

Initial Offer to Purchase Real Property – 435 Prichard Avenue (#5-021063) 
 
At the request of Commissioner McCabe, this item was deferred in order to receive more 
information regarding the offer. 
 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

County Manager, Jack Veit, announced that the FY 2017 budget process kicked off earlier in the 
day and provided some significant dates. 
 

 May 17 – May 27 are scheduled for budget work sessions.  He asked that 
Commissioners check their calendars. 

 May 16 – 2017 budget will be presented 
 June 6 – public hearing 
 June 20 – adoption of 2017 budget 

 
He reported that he met with the School Board and three Commissioners recently and stated that 
a work session needs to be scheduled in late February or early March, and to include discussion 
of Joint Land Use Study (JLUS). 
    
Mr. Veit asked for direction in regards to distribution of the adopted resolution concerning 
refugee resettlement.   
 
He was directed to distribute it to the Congressional delegation, Governor McCrory, Department 
of Homeland Security/INS and to post it on the County’s website. 
  

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS 
 

Commissioner Mark reported on his recent attendance at Highway 17 and Highway 70 meetings.  
He stated that Congressman Butterfield spoke about eastern NC Interstate at the Hwy 17 meeting 
and the group voted on joining Highway 17 with Highway 64 for more impact with the Highway 
Transportation Board in getting roads completed.  He stated that at the Highway 70 meeting, 
reports were given from Gus Tullas, Transportation Board member, John Rouse and Tim Little, 
engineers.   They provided an update on projects:  Greenville by-pass, Slocum gate and Kinston 
by-pass.   
 
The group went into work session for planning priorities, which emerged as follows: 

1. Havelock bypass corridor completion 
2. Shalotte bypass 
3. James City, which was his number one priority 
4. Access to Port from Havelock bypass 
5. Continue reducing traffic signals along the Hwy 70 Corridor 

 
Commissioner Jones reported that he attended a discussion with the Board of Education.  He 
stated that the Board of Commissioners takes school system issues very seriously.  He 
commented that he attended a meeting on Saturday, January 30 in the Rocky Run Community. 
 
Commissioner Tyson announced on February 24 at 2:00 p.m. a trash forum will be held at the 
Convention Center.  At CarolinaEast on February 10 at 2:00 p.m. a groundbreaking ceremony 
will take place for the new cancer center.  He reported on his attendance at an MPO meeting 
recently and announced improvements from Garner to the Havelock by-pass.  He stated that 
$150M will be coming from money that has stopped being transferred from the transportation 
trust fund to the general fund. 
 
Commissioner Dacey thanked the Board for their time spent considering the resolution on 
refugees. 
 
Commissioner McCabe commented that it was a difficult situation for him tonight. 
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Commissioner Sampson thanked the Chairman for keeping control of the meeting.  He 
commented that gas prices continue to come down.   
He reported that at the RPO meeting they discussed some of the same issues as the MPO.  He 
stated that on January 30 at Trinity Church as meeting was called by the New Bern Aldermen to 
organize a community clean-up and he participated in a Sampson Street clean-up. 
 
Chairman Liner announced on February 4 at 1:00 p.m. at the Convention Center, a kick-off 
meeting for the Purple Heart dinner will be held here in August.  On February 10 from 5:00 
p.m.-7:00 p.m. at Havelock Community College, the S.T.E.M. Building rendering will be 
presented.  He announced that on February 26, the Aviation Heritage Foundation banquet will be 
held and tickets are still available.   
 
He thanked County Attorney, Jim Hicks, and County Manager, Jack Veit, for consultations and 
thanked the Board for the process during the meeting. 
 
At 9:45 p.m. Commissioner McCabe moved to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Mark and 
unanimously carried. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Chairman George S. Liner 
Craven County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Gwendolyn M. Bryan 
Clerk to the Board 


