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THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF CRAVEN MET IN 
SPECIAL SESSION IN THE COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM OF THE CRAVEN COUNTY 
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 406 CRAVEN STREET, NEW BERN, NORTH 
CAROLINA, ON THURSDAY MARCH, 6 2014.  THE MEETING CONVENED AT 7:00 
P.M. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Chairman Thomas F. Mark 

Vice Chairman Jefferey S. Taylor 
 Commissioner Lee Kyle Allen 
 Commissioner Scott C. Dacey 
 Commissioner Theron L. McCabe 
 Commissioner Johnnie Sampson, Jr. 
 Commissioner Steve Tyson 
 
STAFF PRESENT:   
 Jack B. Veit III, County Manager 
 Gene Hodges, Assistant County Manager – Operations/Facilities 
 Gwendolyn M. Bryan, Clerk to the Board 
 Jim Hicks, County Attorney   
 
Following an invocation by Commissioner Tyson and the Pledge of Allegiance, Commissioner 
Tyson moved to approve the modified agenda, as presented, seconded by Commissioner McCabe 
and unanimously carried.  The Chairman explained that the modification occurred when the 
Justice Assistance Grant public hearing was removed due to the necessity to re-advertise it.  
Commissioner Sampson moved to approve the minutes of February 17, 2014, seconded by 
Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried. 
 

PETITIONS OF CITIZENS 
 

Howard Humphreys, 2603 Old Cherry Point Road, New Bern, commended the Commissioners 
on the extraordinary amount of work accomplished in calendar year 2013, such as redistricting, 
budget austerity and ad valorem tax decrease.  In regards to Commissioners’ reports, he stated 
the expectation that Commissioners should always have something to report from the intervening 
weeks between meetings as opposed to talking about matters they can do nothing about.  He 
expressed interest in hearing reports from the various boards and committees upon which they 
serve. 
 
Frank Radicella, 305 War Admiral Drive, appeared representing the Cherry Branch 
Homeowners Association, requesting an ordinance to prevent the discharge of fire arms in 
backyards.  He stated there are currently 455 half-acre homes, with 90 more coming.  He asked 
for help from the Commissioners with this situation. 
 
Ray Griffin, Vanceboro, commented on the issue of not being able to pray in the name of Jesus.   
 
Charlie Simmons, 2218 Tuscarora Rhems Road, New Bern, spoke about his concern regarding 
unpaved private roads in his area.  He stated that loggers have caused damage to Staten Road and 
Farrow Road and have not repaired them.  He feels that there should be an ordinance preventing 
loggers from going in on wet roads because this creates a problem for emergency vehicles 
getting through. 
 

CRAVEN COMMUNITY CHLD PROTECTION TEAM (CCCPT) REPORT AND 
REQUEST FOR PROCLAMATION 

 
Terry Brubaker, Program Manager, Child and Community Services Division, Social Services, 
presented the CCCPT report, as required annually.  The Clerk was asked to provide the Board 
with a copy of the presentation.  Ms. Brubaker also requested that the Board adopt a 
proclamation of April as Child Abuse Prevention Month in Craven County.  She stated that the 
following ceremonies will be held in honor of this event: 
 

• Tuesday, April 1, at 8:30 a.m. at the Courthouse in Craven County – opening ceremony 
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• Friday, April 4, at 9:00 a.m. in Havelock at the Walter B. Jones Park, or at the courtroom 
if the weather is bad.   

 
Commissioner Allen moved to adopt the following proclamation, as requested, seconded by 
Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried. 
 

PROCLAMATION 
CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH  

2014 
 

 WHEREAS, children are vital to our County’s future prosperity and quality of life; and 
 
 WHEREAS, all children deserve to have safe, stable, nurturing and healthy homes and 
communities that foster well-being; and 
 
 WHEREAS, child abuse and neglect have public ramifications, affecting both the 
current and future progress of   
 Craven County; and 
 
 WHEREAS, to prevent child abuse, parents need support and resources to help cope 
with stress and to nurture their children’s growth to their full potential; and 
 
 WHEREAS, effective child abuse prevention strategies succeed through partnerships 
created amongst citizens, human services agencies, schools, faith communities, health care 
providers, civic organizations, law enforcement agencies and the business community; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Craven County is committed to preventing child abuse, and calls upon 
citizens from all walks of life to increase their participation in efforts to support families, and 
thereby strengthening communities by preventing child abuse. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Craven County Board of Commissioners hereby proclaims 
April 2014 as “CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH” in Craven County and commends 
its observance to all citizens. 
 
 Adopted this 6th Day of March, 2014. 
 

REQUEST FOR RED CROSS MONTH PROCLAMATION 
 

Joy Branham, Chief Executive Officer, Coastal Carolina Chapter of American Red Cross, 
presented a proclamation of March as Red Cross Month.  She stated that 102 volunteers have 
donated 25,000 hours of service and they have reached 135,000 people in the last year with 
preparedness information.  She commented that there have been 53 home fires in the past year.  
Commissioner Sampson moved to adopt the proclamation, as presented, seconded by 
Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried. 
 

PROCLAMATION 
AMERICAN RED CROSS MONTH 2014 

 
 Whereas, March is American Red Cross Month - a special time to recognize and thank 
our Everyday Heroes – those who reach out to help their neighbors when they are in need; and 
 
 Whereas, American Red Cross heroes are on the front lines every day. They volunteer 
their time, give blood, take life-saving courses or provide financial donations to help those in 
need; and 
 
 Whereas, we would like to remember our heroes here in Craven County who give to help 
people in need. They work tirelessly to help in time of disaster, when someone needs life-saving 
blood, or the comfort of a helping hand. They provide round-the-clock support to members of the 
military, veterans and their families, and teach lifesaving classes in CPR, aquatics safety and first 
aid; and 
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 Whereas, across the country and around the world, the American Red Cross responded 
to hurricanes, tornadoes, floods and wildfires, the tragedy at the Boston Marathon, and typhoon 
Haiyan in the Philippines; and  
 
 Whereas, the month of March is dedicated to all those who support the American Red 
Cross mission to prevent and alleviate human suffering in the face of emergencies. Our 
community depends on the American Red Cross, which relies on donations of time, money and 
blood to fulfill its humanitarian mission. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the Craven County Board of Commissioners does hereby 
proclaim March 2014 as American Red Cross Month in Craven County, and encourages all 
citizens to support this organization and its noble humanitarian mission. 

 Adopted this 6th day of March, 2014.  

DEPARTMENTAL MATTERS:  HEALTH – HOME HEALTH CERTIFICATE OF 
NEED (CON) AGREEMENT 

Contract with CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP 

Craven County Health Director, Scott Harrelson, presented to the Board a contract with 
CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP in the amount of $39,000 for consultant services related to the sale of 
the County’s Home Health Certificate of Need (CON).  Commissioner Tyson inquired what 
would be done with the proceeds of such sale.  Mr. Harrelson responded that it may be held in 
reserve for the first year of operating costs of an inpatient hospice facility.  Commissioners 
Tyson and Dacey stated that there needs to be more discussion about this proposal.  County 
Manager, Jack Veit, stated that there is plenty of time to decide on the use of sale proceeds and 
recommended that they be put into the general fund in the interim.  Commissioner Allen moved 
to approve the contract with CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP, as presented, seconded by Commissioner 
Sampson and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 

Attorney Fees 

Mr. Harrelson reported that legal service fees for the project are separate and above the fees 
charged by CliftonLarsonAllen.  He presented a low bid of $250 per hour from Sumrell, Sugg, 
Carmichael, Hicks and Hart, PA Law Firm, with the expected total to be in the range of $15,000 
to $20,000.  Commissioner Tyson moved to accept the low bid of legal services from Sumrell, 
Sugg, Carmichael, Hicks & Hart, PA, seconded by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously 
carried in a roll call vote. 

Health/Home Health 
 
REVENUES  AMOUNT  EXPENDITURES  AMOUNT 
 
101-6500-371-01-00 $59,000  101-6500-440-15-02  $59,000 
Medicare     Legal Fees 
 
TOTAL  $59,000  TOTAL   $59,000 
 
Justification:  $39,000-A contract with CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP for the sale of Home Health 
Dept; $20,000 – legal service fees for the project separate and above the fees charged by 
CliftonLarsonAllen.  The charge is $250/hour from Sumrell, Sugg, Carmichael, Hicks & Hart 
PA Law Firm.  It is expected the total fees will not exceed $20,000. 

DEPARTMENTAL MATTERS:  TAX – RELEASES AND REFUNDS 

Craven County Tax Administrator, Ronnie Antry, presented the following tax releases and 
refunds for the Board’s approval.  Commissioner Taylor moved for their approval, seconded by 
Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
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Credits 
 
TAXPAYER NAME    TICKET #   AMOUNT 
 
BRYANT, HENRY LEE & MARGAR J 2013-0090237   $200.55 
DOUBLE BILLED SEE ACCT 20081 
 
CAPPS, WESLEY MARTIN   2013-0090297   $39.99 
MILITARY EXEMPTION 
 
CARLSON, FREEDOM J & ERIKA V 2013-0090298   $27.67 
MILITARY EXEMPTION 
 
CARROLL WOOD FORESTS LLC  2013-0009219   $189.77 
DID NOT OWN PROPERTY 
 
CHERRY, JOY M    2013-0010076   $36.99 
DWELLING VACANT SINCE 2006 
 
GLOVER, ROY ANDREW   2013-0021312   $66.97 
BOAT LOCATED ON BOARD CHERRY POINT 
 
HEWITT, HARRIET HRS   2012-0026576   $2,204.56 
FORECLOSURE – LIEN EXTINGUISHED 
 
HEWITT, HARRIET HRS   2013-0025637   $10.11 
FORECLOSURE – LIEN EXTINGUISHED 
 
HOLLIDAY, TERRY R & REBECCA A 2013-0092214   $198.86 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2013 
 
JACKSON, ANTHONY BRYAN  2013-0092440   $285.84 
MILITARY EXEMPTION 
 
LEPPAN, ADAM K    2013-0092668   $18.65 
MILITARY EXEMPTION 
 
MEADOWS, SHEILA J   2013-0037213   $36.00 
VACANT SINCE 2011 
 
ROACH, WILLIAM ROBERT III  2010-0043908   $35.95 
MILITARY EXEMPTION 
 
ROACH, WILLIAM ROBERT III  2011-0048863   $30.02 
BOAT NOT IN CRAVEN COUNTY 
 
ROACH, WILLIAM ROBERT III  2012-0048790   $25.63 
BOAT NOT IN CRAVEN COUNTY 
 
ROACH, WILLIAM ROBERT III  2013-0093205   $20.55 
BOT NOT IN CRAVEN COUNTY 
 
STOX, MARTHA & DAVID WARREN 2013-0093519   $82.30 
BILLING ERROR – TO REBILL CORRECTLY 
 
TAYLOR REVOCABLE TRUST – DORA W2012-0091748  $36,520.19 
ORDERED BY NC PROPERTY TAX COMMISSION 2-6-2014 
 
    18 – CREDIT MEMO (S)   $40,030.60 
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Refunds 
 
BRYANT, HENRY LEE & MARGARET J 2009-0007445   $159.96 
DOUBLE BILLED – SEE ACCT 20081 
 
BRYANT, HENRY LEE & MARGARET J 2010-0006866   $141.34 
DOUBLE BILLED – SEE ACCT 20081 
 
BRYANT, HENRY LEE & MARGARET J 2012-0007620   $124.24 
DOUBLE BILLED – SEE ACCT 20081 
 
BRYANT, HENRY LEE & MARGARET J 2011-0007602   $119.73 
DOUBEL BILLED – SEE ACCT 20081 
 
BURCHFIELD, JONATHAN M & RITA 2013-0007904   $242.35 
VET QUALIFIED FOR EXCLUSION FOR 13 
 
FINCH, NAT JR    2013-0018092   $36.99 
DWELLING UNOCCUPIED SINCE 2008 
 
FINCH, NAT JR    2012-0018622   $36.00 
DWELLING UNOCCUPIED SINCE 2008 
 
FINCH, NAT JR    2011-0018819   $36.99 
DWELLING UNOCCUPIED SINCE 2008 
 
FINCH, NAT JR    2010-0017050   $36.00 
DWELLING UNOCCUPIED SINCE 2008 
 
FINCH, NAT JR    2009-0018639   $36.00 
DWELLING UNOCCUPIED SINCE 2008 
 
GEORGE, MODOCIA   2013-0020831   $254.77 
VET QUALIFIED FOR EXCLUSION FOR 13 
 
    11 – REFUND (S)    $1,224.37 

DEPARTMENTAL MATTERS:  PLANNING 

Request to Set Public Hearing for FY 13 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
Funding Cycle 

Craven County Planning Director, Don Baumgardner, requested to set a public hearing for 
March 17, 2014 at 8:30 a.m. to hear public comments regarding the County’s intent to apply for 
FY2013 CDBG Infrastructure funding.  The previous decision by the State of not having to hold 
a second public hearing has been rescinded and the County is now required to hold two public 
hearings.  The first public hearing was held on February 17.  It is anticipated that up to $750,000 
for infrastructure projects will be available.  A presentation will be given at the 2nd public 
hearing as to the project for which the County intends to apply.  Commissioner McCabe moved 
to schedule a public hearing for March 17 at 8:30 a.m., as requested, seconded by Commissioner 
Tyson and unanimously carried. 

Request for Road Addition to State Maintained Secondary Road 

Mr. Baumgardner requested that the Board adopt a road addition resolution to approve Dudley 
Street to be turned over to the State of North Carolina for maintenance.  The resolution, once 
passed, will be forwarded to the NC Department of Transportation (DOT) for their final 
consideration and acceptance of the road to the State Maintenance System.  Commissioner 
Sampson asked Mr. Baumgardner to explain the procedure for getting to this point.  Mr. 
Baumgardner explained that there must be a 50’ right-of-way recorded, and if not, it must be 
built into the roads.  Roads in existence prior to 1973 must be brought to a specified standard.   
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Commissioner McCabe moved to adopt the standard SR 2 Road Addition Resolution to approve 
Dudley Street to be turned over to the State of North Carolina for maintenance, seconded by 
Commissioner Sampson and unanimously carried. 

Request to Adopt Hazard Mitigation Grant (HMG) Project Budget Amendment and Ordinance 

Mr. Baumgardner stated that in order to move forward with the Hazard Mitigation Grant Project, 
the Board needs to adopt the following budget amendment and budget ordinance in the amount 
of $531,220.  This project is proposed to elevate four repetitively damaged residential structures 
and is 100% federal and state funding, with no County funds required.   Chairman Mark 
emphasized the location of the four homes as follows: 

• 407 Harbour Drive, New Bern 
• 415 Riverside Drive, New Bern 
• 417 Riverside Drive, New Bern 
• One home in River Bend 

Commissioner McCabe moved to adopt the following budget amendment and ordinance update, 
as requested, seconded by Commissioner Sampson and carried with six (6) “ayes”, there being 
one (1) “nay” from Commissioner Allen. 

Planning 
 
283-0000-348-89-01 $132,805  283-4061-430-76-38  $531,220 
NCDEM State Grant    Elevation 
283-0000-377-38-00 $398,415   
FEMA Grant 
 
TOTAL  $531,220  TOTAL   $531,220 
 
Justification:  Budget amendment needed to accept and expend grant funds awarded for Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) Project 4019-0028.  Project is proposed to elevate four 
residential structures. 
 
Ordinance: 
 

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) 
Project 4019-0028 

Fund 283 
 

This ordinance is hereby approved in the following amounts for the expenditure of the Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program Project 4019-0028. 
 
Expenditures: 
 
Elevation       $ 531,220.00 
 
TOTAL       $ 531,220.00 
 
The following revenues are hereby estimated for the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program Project 
4019-0028. 
 
Revenues: 
 
NCDPS/Emergency Management Grant   $ 132,805.00 
FEMA Grant       $ 398,415.00 
 
TOTAL       $ 531,220.00 
 
This ordinance is hereby approved this 6th day of March, 2014. 
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REQUEST FOR MILITARY FAMILY OF THE QUARTER RESOLUTION 

The Board received a request to adopt a resolution recognizing the family of Gunnery Sergeant 
Zane J. Poe, as Military Family of the Quarter.  Commissioner Taylor agreed to present it at a 
luncheon to be held in their honor on Thursday March 13. 2014.  Commissioner McCabe moved 
to adopt the following resolution, as requested, seconded by Commissioner Taylor and 
unanimously carried. 

                 RESOLUTION 
RECOGNIZING THE FAMILY 

     OF 
GUNNERY SERGEANT ZANE J. POE 

AS MILITARY FAMILY OF THE QUARTER 
 

 WHEREAS, Gunnery Sergeant Zane J. Poe joined the 2nd Marine Air 
Wing, MWHS-2 at Cherry Point, Marine Corps Air Station, North Carolina on 
September 19, 2012, and currently serves as the Metrology Calibration Chief 
and Mobile Facilities Coordinator; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in addition to his primary duties within the ALD 
Department, GYSGT Poe serves as the command Uniformed Victim Advocate, 
providing Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Training to over 2,000 
Marines assigned to units aboard MCAS Cherry Point, as well as providing 
confidential advocacy for those in need; and 
 
 WHEREAS, during his free time, GYSGT  Poe volunteers many hours at 
Creekside Elementary School, and served as a chaperone and mentor for a 
group of 5th graders on their field trip to “Sound to Sea” located in Salter Path, 
NC, ensuring that all safety regulations and class schedules were adhered to; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, Michelle Poe, GYSGT Poe’s wife, is dedicated to the health 
professions as a Registered Nurse, performing over 96 hours each quarter of 
volunteer services to health care providers in the local area, while still managing 
to educate and nurture their three children; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Poe family has selflessly given countless hours of their 
time to help others, previously supporting events such as the Special Olympics, 
local high school ROTC drill competitions, community marathons, Marine 
Corps Ball fundraisers, and family Christmas parties. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Craven County 
Board of Commissioners recognizes Gunnery Sergeant Zane J. Poe and family 
for their support to others while still growing in their professions and placing 
priorities on family and their community involvement. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Craven County Board of 
Commissioners congratulates them on being selected as Military Family of the 
Quarter. 
 
 Adopted this 6th day of March, 2014. 

APPOINTMENTS 

The Board moved to defer appointments to the following boards/committees: 

o Nursing Home Advisory Committee 
o Regional Aging Advisory Committee 
o Planning Board 
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Fire Tax Commissioners 

Commissioner McCabe moved to reappointment Bobby Broadie to the Fire Tax Commission 
representing Twp. #5, seconded by Commissioner Sampson and unanimously carried. 

Upcoming Appointments 

The Board was apprised of the following upcoming appointments to boards and committees. 

April  

None 

May 

o Craven Community College 
o Craven Community Child Protection Team 
o CarolinaEast Medical Center:  These appointments are made by the Chairman from a list 

of nominees provided by the hospital 
o CRSWMA – Commissioner Sampson moved to reappoint Jack Veit, as an alternate, 

seconded by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried. 
o EMS Advisory Council 

COMMISSIONERS’ RULES OF PROCEDURE 

County Attorney, Jim Hicks, presented the updated draft document, which incorporates changes 
that were agreed upon at the Board’s last work session.   

There was question as to Rule #10 relative to the definition of the word “germane”.  
Commissioner Taylor asked that the speaker sign-up sheet referenced in Rule #10 specify the 
subject of the speaker’s comments.  Commissioner Dacey moved to approve the proposed rules 
of procedure.  The motion died for lack of a second. 

Commissioner Sampson moved to defer adoption until the Board’s next meeting, seconded by 
Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried. 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 

Meeting with Legislative Delegation 

County Manager, Jack Veit, discussed with the Board the Legislative Goals of the North 
Carolina Association of County Commissioners (NCACC) in preparation for communicating 
with the County’s Legislative Delegation to the N.C. General Assembly. 

NCACC Legislative Update 

Mr. Veit shared with the Board a video provided by NCACC showing that there has been $6 
million lost in lottery funds since 2009 in Craven County. 

Budget Work Sessions 

Mr. Veit asked the Board to identify several available dates to schedule work sessions for the FY 
2014-15 budget.  By consensus, work sessions were scheduled as follows: 

Tuesday, May 20 – 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 21 – 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 27 – 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Monday, June 2 – 3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. (if needed) 
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COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS 

Commissioner McCabe requested that the Board adopt a proclamation honoring Craven 
County’s African American Patriots of the American Revolutionary War to be presented at a 
ceremony at the Harlowe Community Center on March 16.  Members of the Sons of the 
American Revolution (SAR) will be present to recognize these patriots.  Commissioner McCabe 
moved to adopt the following resolution, seconded by Commissioner Taylor and unanimously 
carried. 

 
PROCLAMATION 

Honoring African American Revolutionary War Patriots 
of Craven County 

 
  
 WHEREAS, America's Revolutionary War included all types of Patriots, with different 
ethnic backgrounds and races; and 
 
 WHEREAS, from 1775 to 1783, an estimated 5,000 to 10,000 slaves and free persons 
served as soldiers, marines and patriots in the Revolutionary War in addition to tens of thousands 
of men, women and children who provided civilian assistance, ran away from slavery and 
petitioned courts and legislatures for freedom; and  
 
 WHEREAS, more than 250 African Americans served in the Revolutionary War from 39 
of 100 counties in North Carolina; and  
 
 WHEREAS, 14 African American soldiers and patriots from Craven County, participated 
in the struggle for independence, including: 
 
  Martin Black   Simeon Moore 
  Isaac Carter   George Perkins   
  John Carter   Isaac Perkins 
  Joshua Carter   Aaron Spelman/Spelmore 
  William Dove   Asa Spelman/Spelmore 
  John Gregory   Hezekiah Stringer 
  Absalom Martin  Mingo Stringer 
 
 WHEREAS, this small group of Patriots in eastern North Carolina have not, until now, 
been honored or remembered through graveside markings, ceremonies or other patriotic 
remembrances accorded many of their compatriots; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the North Carolina Society, Sons of the American Revolution will host a 
ceremony on March 16, 2014 honoring these 14 Forgotten Revolutionary War Patriots by 
dedicating a memorial marker at the Harlowe Community Center. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, the Craven County Board of Commissioners proclaims its pride 
in being the home county of these forgotten Patriots who fought for the cause of liberty 
throughout the Revolution. 
 
 Adopted this 6th day of March, 2014. 

Commissioner McCabe extended an invitation to the March 16 event at 2:00 p.m.  He stated that 
a bridge on Mill Road is in need of replacement.  He announced his attendance at the Havelock 
basketball play-off game in Fayetteville, in which Havelock was defeated.  He commented that 
his mother is very ill and he may not be able to make some of the meetings on boards and 
committees to which he is assigned due to her illness. 

Commissioner Allen reported on pro bono electrical contracting work he has performed at First 
Baptist Church in Havelock and other locations in the last two weeks. 
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Commissioner Tyson reported on recent facts he has learned by serving on the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO), including discussion about ferry tolls.  He stated that there are 
several ferry replacements needed.   

These costs will be required to come out of local transportation funding allocations, since the 
ferry system is part of the DOT system.  A $33 million impact is expected for local roads 
programs. 

Commissioner Dacey stated that the Airport Authority met on February 18 and announced that 
the airport will be resurfacing one runway in the next couple of months.  On February 20, ACT 
met and heard from Cassidy and Associates regarding working on community/military 
partnership strategies.  They are currently getting a couple of joint strike fighters in but can 
handle more.  He commented that Senator Hagan has been helpful with this initiative. 

Commissioner Sampson announced that the New Bern Housing Authority received a planning 
grant in the amount of $400,000 for housing, with a goal of providing access to address people’s 
needs for decent housing.  He stated that the RPO – TAC also dealt with the ferry toll issue.  He 
commented on rising gas, diesel and fuel prices, stating that if nobody says anything about this 
problem, then nothing will get done. 

Commissioner Taylor announced his involvement in the Reading Across America at Bangert 
Elementary School.  He serves on Partners in Education (PIE) and stated that teachers submitted 
37 grants, with $1,500 distributed.  Year-to -date, they have distributed $4,300.  He noted that he 
spoke with Dover’s Mayor Wetherington and the municipal water department to see if they have 
issues that the County can help mitigate.  He stated they are planning to open a Dover Library, 
which will not be in the tri-county system, but with hopes to be included eventually.   

Chairman Mark announced his attendance at the Highway 17 Association meeting, where their 
goal is to complete four –laning from the Beaufort County line down to 43, and then to connect 
with the Bridgeton segment.   

CLOSED SESSION 

At 9:22 p.m. Commissioner Tyson moved to go into closed session under the authority of 
consultation with the County Attorney, pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11 (a)(5), seconded by 
Commissioner Taylor.   

At 9:50 p.m. the Board returned to regular session with no action being taken. 

At 9:50 p.m. Commissioner Allen moved to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Taylor and 
unanimously carried. 

 

 

__________________________________ 
Chairman Thomas F. Mark 
Craven County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Gwendolyn M. Bryan 
Clerk to the Board 


