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THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF CRAVEN MET IN 
REGULAR SESSION IN THE COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM OF THE CRAVEN 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 406 CRAVEN STREET, NEW BERN, 
NORTH CAROLINA, ON MONDAY, APRIL 5, 2010.  THE MEETING 
CONVENED AT 7:00 P.M. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Chairman Perry Morris 
 Vice Chairman Johnnie Sampson, Jr. 
 Commissioner Lee Kyle Allen 
 Commissioner Jason R. Jones 
 Commissioner Theron McCabe 
 Commissioner M. Renée Sisk 
 Commissioner Steve Tyson 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
 Harold Blizzard, County Manager 
 Richard F. Hemphill, County Finance Officer 
 Gwendolyn M. Bryan, Clerk to the Board 
 Jim Hicks, County Attorney 
 
Following an invocation by Commissioner Allen and the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Commissioner Sampson moved to approve minutes of March 15, 2010 regular session, 
seconded by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Commissioner Tyson asked that items concerning Subdivision Approval and Audit 
Contract be removed from the consent agenda pending further questioning. 
 
Budget Amendments 
 
Craven County Finance Officer, Rick Hemphill, submitted the following budget 
amendments for the Board’s approval.  Commissioner Sampson moved for their 
approval, seconded by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried in a roll call 
vote. 
 
Health – Children’s Environmental Health 
 
101-3133-357-09-00 $25,000.00  101-3133-420-32-40  $25,000.00 
Lead service fee    other supplies 
 
TOTAL  $25,000.00  TOTAL   $25,000.00 
 
Justification:  Due in part to the popularity of a training class that is required for 
contractors working in pre-1978 homes and child-occupied facilities, many additional 
classes have been scheduled to help meet the demand.  The department has collected 
$10,471 more than budgeted and anticipates an additional $10,600 to $14,500 through the 
remainder of the year.  These funds will be spent on class supplies, other supplies and the 
environmental interventions used in the Children’s Environmental Health programs. 
 
Health – Dental 
 
101-5500-370-12-0 $30,000.00  101-5500-440-40-51  $30,000.00 
Dental-Medicaid Rev.    Contract EE Incentive Pay 
 
TOTAL  $30,000.00  TOTAL   $30,000.00 
 
Justification:  During the budget process, it was determined that if the dentist was 
profitable and exceeding her goal, revenues would increase (as necessary) to cover her 
increased expenditures.  The department is requesting an increase in Medicaid to cover 
contract incentive pay for the remainder of FY. 
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Transportation (CARTS) 
 
101-7002-335-05-00 $9,895.00  101-7001-450-73-01  $9,895.00 
Miscellaneous Rev-Section 18 Vehicles Capital Outlay over $5,000 
 
TOTAL  $9,895.00  TOTAL   $9,895.00 
 
Justification:  Revenue increase from Insurance settlement for totaled CARTS vehicle.  
Expense increased to purchase replacement vehicle. 
 
Federal Grant/ARRA 
 
101-7013-377-15-00 $345,090.00  101-7013-450-26-03  $119,082.00 
Federal ARRA Grant    Maintenance Repair Auto/Truck 

101-7013-450-73-01 $226,008.00 
Capital Outlay/Over $5,000 
 

TOTAL  $345,090.00  TOTAL   $345,090.00 
 
Justification:  Accounts set up to track NCDOT/PTD-ARRA Grant Funding. 
 
DSS 7291 Mandated 
 
101-7291-349-32-00 $690.00  101-7291-450-23-03  $690.00 
Energy, CIP, CP&L    Energy CP&L 
 
TOTAL  $690.00  TOTAL   $690.00 
 
Justification:  Additional funding received for the Progress Energy-Energy Neighbor 
(CP&L).  There is no County match, funds are 100% federal. 
 
CJPP Application Approval 
 
The Board was asked to formally approve Craven County’s Application for Continuation 
of Implementation for the Criminal Justice Partnership Program.  Commissioner 
Sampson moved for its approval, as required, seconded by Commissioner McCabe and 
unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
FY09 CDBG-SS Contract Awards 
 
  Rehabilitation: 
 
A bid opening for the rehabilitation of homes in the CDBG-SS Program was held on March 
17, 2010. Bids were received from (5) contractors; Holland Construction, Clint Blanton, East 
Coast Lead Abatement, Derek Bennett and Weeks Construction. 
 
Rehab Contract Award Recommendations were as follows: 
                
            Owner                               Contractor/ Bid Amount             Comments    
     
           Gloria Lewis                      Clint Blanton                               Low Bidder 
           2011 Oak Drive                 $52,360 
           New Bern 
 
           Pattie Murrell                    Weeks Construction                   Low Bidder 
           120 Murrell Ave                $55,382 
           Cove City 
 
           Mary Harris                       Weeks Construction                   Low Bidder 
           607 Vail St                         $49,985 
           New Bern 
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Lead Paint Abatement: 

 
A bid opening for the abatement of lead present in the CDBG-SS Program structures was held 
on March 17, 2010. Bids were received from (3) contractors; Holland Construction, Eastern 
Environmental and East Coast Lead Abatement. 
        
Lead Paint Abatement Award Recommendations were as follows: 
                
          Owner                               Contractor/ Bid Amount             Comments    
     
         Gloria Lewis                      Eastern Environmental                 Low Bidder 
         2011 Oak Drive                 $2600 
         New Bern 
 
         Pattie Murrell                    Eastern Environmental                 Low Bidder                        
        120 Murrell Ave                 $400 
         Cove City 
 
New Construction for on-site relocation of homeowner: 
 
A bid opening for the construction of (1) new dwelling in the CDBG-SS Program was held on 
March 17, 2010. Bids were received from (5) contractors; Holland Construction, Clint 
Blanton, East Coast Lead Abatement, Capital Builders and Weeks Construction. 
 
             New Construction Award Recommendation for (1) unit is was follows: 
                
          Owner                               Contractor/ Bid Amount             Comments    
     
         Betty Johnson                      Clint Blanton                              Low Bidder 
         1070 Adams Creek Rd          $68,950 
         Havelock 
 
Commissioner Sampson moved to approve all contract awards, as recommended, to the 
lowest bidders, seconded by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried in a roll 
call vote. 
 
Earth Week Resolution 
 
The Board was requested to adopt a proclamation in recognition of Earth Week 2010.  
Commissioner Sampson moved to adopt the following resolution, as requested, seconded 
by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 

Earth Week Proclamation 
 

WHEREAS, in 1970, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was created 
with the mission to protect the environment and public health; and in this same year, 20 
million people in the United States celebrated the first Earth Day; and 
 

WHEREAS, the idea for Earth Day has evolved into a national day of awareness 
and education focused on environmental concerns; and 
 

WHEREAS, Earth Day will be observed by other communities throughout the 
world, providing an opportunity for governments to work together with business, 
industry, environmental groups, community organizations, and residents for a prosperous 
and sustainable future; and 
 

WHEREAS, Earth Day celebrations in Craven County will be expanded to a 
week of activities to involve the broadest possible cross-section of society; and 
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WHEREAS, Earth Week is an excellent opportunity for all Craven County 
residents to join the effort to protect the planet by becoming conscious of the challenges 
facing the environment locally, nationally, and globally; and to take great pride in their 
responsibility for preserving our natural resources, and maintaining the cleanliness and 
beauty of our environment; and 
 

WHEREAS, Craven County has formed the “Less Means More” Task 
Force to promote a water conservation initiative. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Craven County Board of 
Commissioners does hereby proclaim April 17, 2010 through April 24, 2010 as Earth 
Week in Craven County and invites all Craven County residents, businesses, civic 
groups, government agencies, and other organizations to participate in local and regional 
celebratory and educational activities. 
 

Adopted this 5th day of April, 2010. 
 
Tax Releases and Refunds 
 
Craven County Tax Administrator, Ronnie Antry, submitted the following tax releases 
and refunds for the Board’s approval.  Commissioner Sampson moved for their approval, 
seconded by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried in a roll vote. 
 
Credits 
 
TAXPAYER NAME    TICKET#   AMOUNT 
 
AMERICAN HOME EXTERIORS INC 2009-0090240   $69.44 
OUT OF BUSINESS 1/1/09 
 
BARTSCH, LARRY    2009-0003150   $263.32 
UNCOLLECTABLE – DECEASED – NO ASSETS 
 
BULLOCK, JACOB HEIRS   2009-0007815   $36.00 
DWELLING VACANT SINCE 97 
 
CASTRO, NORMA    2009-0009671   $139.62 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2009 
 
CULLEN, DONNA S    2009-0091363   $79.55 
NOT CRAVEN COUNTY TAX SITUS 
 
DAVIS, JEFFREY LEE   2009-0091221   $149.70 
VEHICLE TAGGED 2009 
 
DELEMAR, HILTON & CANNON, PAME 2008-0014862   $152.93 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/08 
 
DELEMAR, HILTON & CANNON, PAM 2009-0014781   $133.67 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/09 
 
ENGEL, PETER F    2009-0017554   $68.73 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2009 
 
EUBANKS, MARY RENA & FILLINGAM 2009-0091231   $146.49 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2009 
 
FIRST CAROLINA REALTORS  2010-0090014   $289.67 
CORRECT TMA DISCOVERY 
 
GABARDA, ERIN    2009-0091238   $881.99 
BOAT IN CARTERET COUNTY 1/1/09 
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GARVER, JAMES ROBERT & JIMMIE 2010-0090118   $164.96 
DID NOT OWN MOBILE HOME 
 
HALL, DAWN ORRELL   2008-0023770   $6.64 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2008 
 
HALL, DAWN ORRELL   2009-0023817   $6.39 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/09 
 
HALM, NICHOLAS FRANCIS  2009-0023912   $66.70 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2009 
 
LANSCHE, WILLIAM J III   2009-0091265   $55.36 
BOAT DESTROYED 2008 
 
MARSHALL, DONALD RAY  2009-0036183   $343.31 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2009 
 
MARSHALL, DONALD RAY  2008-0090628   $334.10 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2008 
 
NEEDHAM, ROBERT E   2010-0090110   $190.20 
MIL-HIS NAME-LES 10 ECC-00 CAPT 
 
RAMSEY, BEVERLY W   2008-0091417   $50.11 
DID NOT OWN IN 2008 
 
RAMSEY, BEVERLY W   2009-0046579   $45.73 
DID NOT OWN IN 2009 
 
REGISTER, CHARLES JOSEPH  2008-0091430   $36.00 
VACANT SINCE 2005 
 
REGISTER, CHARLES JOSEPH  2009-0046951   $36.00 
VACANT SINCE 2005 
 
SAVAGE, JEROME LEMARK & DONNA 2009-0049770   $282.90 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2009 
 
T & H PROPERTIES OF NEW BERN  2010-0090124   $2,751.56 
CORRECTED BUILDING VALUE 
 
THACKER, RODGER J II   2009-0055544   $71.01 
MIL-HIS NAME-ECC 1/9/14 OH 
 
TRAVERS & ASSOCIATES INC-R E 2009-0056678   $167.17 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/08 
 
VERNELSON, PHILLIP   2009-0091396   $94.63 
SWMH MOVED IN 2007 
 
    29 – CREDIT MEMO (S)   $7,113.88 
 
Refunds 
 
MARSHALL, DONALD RAY  2005-0090689   $378.11 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/05 
 
MARSHALL, DONALD RAY  2006-0034422   $362.45 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2006 
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MARSHALL, DONALD RAY  2007-0035406   $355.52 
DID NOT OWN 1/1/2007 
 
SCHWEISS, DEVIN JAY   2009-0050153   $102.07 
BOAT/MIL-HIS NAME/ECC-5/10/12 MO 
 
SMITH, PHILLIP L III & PEGGY S  2009-0052190   $36.00 
VACANT SINCE 5/2008 
 
VERNELSON, PHILLIP   2009-0091331   $48.26 
LEFT COUNTY IN 2007 
 
    6 – REFUND (S)    $1,282.41 
 

SUBDIVISION FOR APPROVAL 
 

Craven County Planning Director, Don Baumgardner, submitted the following 
subdivision for the Board’s approval.   
 
Lynnwood Highland Phase 3 – Final:  The property, owned by Bill Clark Homes of 
Greenville, LLC and engineered by Thomas Engineering is located within Twp. 7 off of 
Palisades Way.  The subdivision contains 10 lots on 6.681 acres and is proposed to be 
served by community water and New Bern sewer.  Commissioner Tyson inquired where 
the runoff water from the subdivision falls.  John Thomas, Thomas Engineering, replied 
that it goes through a stormwater retention network out to the Neuse River.  
Commissioner Sampson moved to approve the subdivision, as presented, seconded by 
Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 

AUDIT CONTRACT 
 

The Board was requested to authorize the Chairman to sign the contract for the County’s 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2010 audit.  The contract is for one year with McGladrey & 
Pullen, who agreed to a lower fee of $68,000 for the upcoming year due to completion of 
new audit standards and additional work being performed by the County staff.  
Commissioner Tyson inquired why the audit amount is less than budgeted.  County 
Finance Officer, Rick Hemphill, responded that it does not affect the current budget.  
Commissioner Sampson moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the audit contract, as 
presented, seconded by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried in a roll call 
vote. 

 
PETITION OF CITIZEN:  RAY GRIFFIN 

 
Rev. Griffin addressed the Board concerning the Communist Manifesto relative to our 
government. 
 

REVALUATION UPDATE 
 

Tax Administrator, Ronnie Antry, distributed a sample of the revaluation notices that will 
be mailed April 7.  He announced that new values will be in the system the evening of 
April 6 and available by phone in the tax office.  They will be available on-line by 
Wednesday, April 7.  He stated that the effect of the revaluation on the tax base for ad 
valorem taxes only appears to be upward by about 40% and 30% on personal property. 
 
He estimated that approximately 10% of taxpayers historically file appeals, with 
approximately 10% of those being unresolved and passed on to the Board of Equalization 
& Review.  About 10% of those appeal to the Property Tax Commission.  Commissioner 
Jones inquired how the 30 day appeal period was set.  Mr. Antry stated that it was used as 
a general due process rule; however, August 15 is the adjournment date for the Board of 
E&R and any taxpayer can walk into the Board of Equalization & Review before 
adjournment to have an appeal heard.  Commissioner Sampson emphasized that the 
revaluation was not an optional exercise initiated by the Board, but it is mandated at least 
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every eight years by law.  He stated that Craven County was compelled to revalue 
property this year because the last revaluation was done in 2002. 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
 
Planning Board 
 
The Planning staff requested that Ms. Regina Crawford of New Bern be considered for 
reappointment to the Planning Board since she expressed that she would like to continue 
to serve.  Commissioner Allen nominated Ms. Crawford for reappointment.  There being 
no additional nominees, Ms. Crawford was reappointed by acclamation. 
 
Zoning Board of Adjustment 
 
The Board was advised that on March 23, 2010, Jim Hicks, County Attorney, hosted an 
introductory training session for the Craven County Board of Adjustment.  After the 
session it was discovered that Oscar Foreman, who did not attend, was not interested in 
serving on the Board of Adjustment.  Commissioner McCabe requested that Alvin West, 
an alternate member of the Board of Adjustment, be re-designated as a permanent 
member.   
 
Also, after the training session that was conducted on March 23, Bruce Johnson, a new 
representative on the Craven County Board of Adjustment from the Coastal Carolina 
Regional Airport Zoned Area, informed the Planning Department that he was 
overwhelmed at the training session and that he was not prepared to serve.  
Commissioner McCabe nominated Alvin West to replace Oscar Foreman.  Commissioner 
Tyson nominated Davis Suggs to replace Bruce Johnson in the Airport Zone.  There 
being no additional nominees, Mr. West and Mr. Suggs were appointed by acclamation.  
An appointment to replace Mr. West as an alternate member will need to be made at the 
Board’s next meeting. 
 
Nursing Home Advisory Committee 
 
At the last meeting, the Board received the annual report of the Nursing Home Advisory 
Committee.  The Board was requested to make additional appointments to fill several 
vacancies that remain on the roster.  Commissioner Sampson nominated Mr. Earley E. 
Toon for appointment to fill a vacancy.  There were no additional nominees, and Mr. 
Toon was appointed by acclamation.  Commissioner Jones asked that a Commissioner 
consider serving on this Board.  That appointment was deferred until the next meeting. 
 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

Craven County Internet 
 
County Manager, Harold Blizzard, announced that the Craven County Internet site will 
not be operational between 5:00 p.m. Friday, April 9 and 5:00 p.m. Saturday, April 10 
due to the next phase of work on Broad Street. 
 
Joint Meeting with Board of Aldermen 
 
Mr. Blizzard announced that the Board of Aldermen made a request for a joint meeting 
with the Board of Commissioners and stated that he and the City Manager are working on 
a list of topics for discussion.  He asked that the Board consider any items it would like to 
address.  The meeting is not urgent, but will likely be scheduled within the next few 
months. 
 
Request for Closed Session 
 
Mr. Blizzard made a request for a closed session at the end of the meeting regarding a 
personnel matter. 
 

 



RG040510 APPROVED __________________ 

 8

COMMISSIONERS’REPORTS 
 

Commissioner McCabe announced that DOT has put up six guard rails on Hwy 101 in his 
district and is installing a turn lane at Hwy 101 and Temples Point Road. 
 
Commissioner Sisk encouraged all citizens to consider adopting a pet from a shelter, 
rather than buying one.  She stated that gas was $.30 cheaper in Goldsboro last week than 
here. 
 
Commissioner Jones recognized John Wetherington from the Town of Dover.  He 
discussed measures that rescue squads are taking to cut cost to recruit more volunteer 
staff.  Classes for volunteers are available Tuesdays April 13-April 28 at 7:00 p.m.  He 
announced that anyone interested should contact Ms. Terri Gaskins at 638-6347 to pre-
register. 
 
Commissioner Tyson announced a fundraiser on April 17 at the Hilton for the Howell 
Center.  He wished Duke luck in the upcoming basketball tournament game. 
 
Commissioner Sampson commented that gas prices were $.30 cheaper in Wilmington 
also.  He discussed the predicament of people who are out of work. 
 
Chairman Morris prepared the public for “sticker shock” of the new tax value notices and 
encouraged those who plan to appeal to do so promptly.  He stated that it is becoming 
more difficult to operate rescue squads with a volunteer force, largely due to the 
diminishing numbers of employees supported by farming, which allows for more flexible 
scheduling.  Referencing several accidents, he urged citizens to travel safely during the 
holiday. 
 
At 7:55 p.m. Commissioner Sampson moved to recess to go into the Water Board, 
seconded by Commissioner McCabe. 
 
At 9:00 p.m. the Board reconvened.  Commissioner McCabe moved to go into closed 
session pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11 (a)(6) regarding a personnel matter.   
 
At 9:19 p.m. the Board reconvened in regular session, and the County Attorney 
announced that there was no action taken. Commissioner Sampson moved to adjourn, 
seconded by Commissioner Tyson and unanimously carried. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Chairman Perry Morris 
Craven County Board of Commissioners 
 
_________________________________ 
Gwendolyn M. Bryan 
Clerk to the Board 


