
RG101507 APPROVED ________________ 

 1 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF CRAVEN MET IN 
REGULAR SESSION IN THE COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM OF THE CRAVEN 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 406 CRAVEN STREET, NEW BERN, 
NORTH CAROLINA, ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2007.  THE MEETING 
CONVENED AT 8:30 A.M. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Chairman Johnnie Sampson, Jr. 
 Vice Chairman Jason R. Jones 
 Commissioner Lee Kyle Allen 
 Commissioner Theron McCabe 
 Commissioner Perry L. Morris 
 Commissioner M. Renée Sisk 
 Commissioner Steve Tyson 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
 Harold Blizzard, County Manager 
 Ray H. Moser, Assistant County Manager 
 Richard F. Hemphill, County Finance Officer 
 Gwendolyn M. Bryan, Clerk to the Board 
 James R. Sugg, County Attorney 
 
Following an invocation by Commissioner Jones and the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Commissioner Jones moved to approve minutes of October 1, 2007 regular session, 
seconded by Commissioner Morris and unanimously carried. 
 
Subdivisions for Approval 
 
Craven County Planning Director, Don Baumgardner, submitted the following 
subdivisions for the Board’s approval.  Commissioner Allen moved for their approval, 
seconded by Commissioner Tyson and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Mark B. and Stephanie T. Nobles Division – Final:  The property, owned by Mark B. and 
Stephanie T. Nobles and surveyed by Kendall Gaskins, is located within Twp. 1 off of SR 
1444 (Piney Neck Road).  The subdivision contains 1 lot on 5.13 acres and is proposed to 
be served by community water and an individual septic system. 
 
Rex D. Lilly Division – Final:  The property, owned by Rex D. Lilly and surveyed by 
Kendall Gaskins, is located within Twp. 1 off of SR 1400 (River Road).  The subdivision 
contains 1 lot on 4.77 acres and is proposed to be served by community water and an 
individual septic system.   
 
Road Addition Requests 
 
The Board was requested to adopt two standard SR-2 Road Additions Resolutions adding 
Frost Court and Faldo Lane located within Creekside at Royal Pines Subdivision, Twp. 6 
in Carolina Pines to the state maintenance system, and Portside Lane, Spinnaker Lane 
and Bimini Court located in the Mooring Subdivision in Twp. 5.   Commissioner Allen 
moved for their approval to be added to the state maintenance system and to adopt the 
standard SR-2 Road Addition Resolutions, seconded by Commissioner Tyson and 
unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Tax Releases and Refunds 
 
Craven County Tax Administrator, Ronnie Antry, submitted the following tax releases 
and refunds for the Board’s approval.  Commissioner Allen moved for their approval, 
seconded by Commissioner Tyson and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
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Credits 
 
TAXPAYER NAME    TICKET #   AMOUNT 
 
COMPASSIONATE CARE COMMUNITY 2007-0090343   $367.55 
NOT IN BUSINESS 01/01/2007 
 
CONNER, TERRY & LYNN   2004-0091441   $193.81 
DOUBLE LISTED WITH ACCT #58278 
 
CONNER, TERRY & LYNN   2005-0010977   $184.29 
DOUBLE LISTED WITH ACCT #58278 
 
CONNER, TERRY & LYNN   2006-0011156   $163.56 
DOUBLE LISTED WITH ACCT #58278 
 
DEDCO INC     2007-0091044   $209.32 
CORRECTING APPRAISAL ERROR 
 
FLORY, RON & AMANDA   2007-0018536   $127.07 
CORRECTING APPRAISAL ERROR 
 
HINMAN, NORMAN DOUGLAS  2006-0025714   $5.70 
UNCOLLECTABLE 
 
J & P UNLIMITED INC   2007-0090581   $234.14 
CORRECTING APPRAISAL ERROR 
 
LAMB, JOHN R & MARY A  2007-0032229   $270.24 
CORRECTING APPRAISAL ERROR 
 
LAMB, JOHN R & MARY A  2007-0032230   $356.70 
CORRECTING APPRAISAL ERROR 
 
MATTA, JAMES P & HELEN E  2007-0035785   $50.31 
CORRECTING APPRAISAL ERROR 
 
MCGOVERN, ROBERT VICTOR & KATH2007-0036885  $36.00 
SECOND DWELLING OCCUPIED BY OWNERS ONLY 
 
MEWBORN, JOHN F & ESTHER  2007-0037709   $150.76 
SCE REMOVED IN ERROR FOR 2007 
 
MOORE, THOMAS ONEIL   2007-0039195   $322.56 
CORRECTING APPRAISAL ERROR 
 
MORRIS LOGGING COMPANY INC 2007-0039440   $1,140.47 
CORRECTING APPRAISAL ERROR 
 
REYNOLDS, CHARLES DANIEL  2007-0046001   $44.17 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2007 
 
REYNOLDS, CHARLES DANIEL  2006-0044562   $44.13 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2006 
 
RHODES, TIMOTHY D   2007-0090815   $15.29 
INCORRECT SITUS-SHOULD BE 8 R 
 
SAVACOOL, KARL E & TERESA B 2007-0048477   $1,002.67 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2007 
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SAVAGE, JEROME LEMARK & DONNA 2007-0048478   $76.32 
MILITARY – ½ VAL JEROME 07 LES-VA ECC-12/31/08 
 
SEELMANN, WILLIAM GEORGE  2007-0049098   $246.96 
NOT LOCATED IN CRAVEN CO 01/01/2007 
 
SHINE, JOSEPH A & KATHLEEN M 2007-0049496   $98.89 
MILITARY ½ VAL JOSEPH 07 LES-OH ECC-10/27/08 
 
TRIPP, JESSIE DONALD   2007-0055288   $66.93 
DOUBLE LISTED WITH ACCT #62353 
 
TRIPP, JOSEPH D SR & JOYCE  2007-0090134   $245.91 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/07 
 
TRIPP, JOSEPH D SR & JOYCE  2007-0055297   $48.01 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/07 
 
VENTERS PROPERTIES LLC  2007-0091076   $617.08 
CORRECTING APPRAISAL ERROR 
 
VENTERS, CHRISTOPHER H III & 2007-0091077   $717.11 
CORRECTING APPRAISAL ERROR 
 
WEST, ALVIN & MYRTLE T  2007-0090135   $63.93 
VALUE ADJUSTED PER BILL OF SALE 
 
WHITE, KENNETH L & DIANE  2007-0059013   $53.35 
CORRECTING APPRAISAL ERROR 
 
     29 – CREDIT MEMO (S)  $7,153.23 
 
Refunds 
 
DAVID, JOHATHAN & DAVID, BENJA 2006-0091145   $35.17 
INTEREST AND ADVERT. FEE CHARGED IN ERROR 
 
SONOCO PRODUCTS COMPANY  2007-0051118   $161.14 
LATE PENALTY CHARGED IN ERROR 
 
VAUGHN, STANLEY KENT &  2006-0054580   $80.48 
NOT LOCATED IN CRAVEN CO 01/01/06 
 
VAUGHN, STANLEY KENT &  2005-0053718   $77.55 
NOT LOCATED IN CRAVEN CO 01/01/05 
 
VAUGHN, STANLEY KENT &  2004-0052219   $74.06 
NOT IN CRAVEN CO 01/01/2004 
 
VAUGHN, STANLEY KENT &  2003-0051647   $71.68 
NOT IN CRAVEN CO 01/01/2003 
 
VAUGHN, STANLEY KENT &  2002-0051208   $73.15 
NOT IN CRAVEN CO 01/01/2002 
 
     7 – REFUND (S)   $573.23 
 
Budget Amendments 
 
Craven County Finance Officer, Rick Hemphill, submitted the following budget 
amendments for the Board’s approval.  Commissioner Allen moved for their approval, 
seconded by Commissioner Tyson and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
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Cooperative Extension – PATS 
 
REVENUES  AMOUNT  EXPENDITURES  AMOUNT 
 
101-4242-348-59-00 $376.00  101-4242-420-15-15  $25.00 
Smart Start     Dues 

101-4242-420-22-0 $(118.00) 
Telephone 
101-4242-420-24-0 $200.00 
Meeting Exp. 
101-4242-420-25-0 $564.00 
Travel/Training 
101-4242-420-32-40 $(498.00) 
Other Supplies 
101-4242-420-40-50 $(2,697.00) 
Contractual Employees 
101-4242-420-73-21 $2,800.00 
Capital Expenses 
101-4242-420-25-15 $100.00 
Client Training 
 

TOTAL  $376.00  TOTAL   $376.00 
 
Justification:  Smart Start orig on system $53,751; new approved 10-01-07, $54,127, to 
include $2,800 for computer equipment.  Finalization of budget to reflect $376.00 
difference. 
 
Health/Dental 
 
101-5500-349-59-00 $15,000  101-5500-440-40-50  $5,000 
State Rev/General Aid -to -County  Contract Employees 

101-5500-440-32-40 $5,000 
Other Supplies 
101-5500-440-32-08 $5,000 
Medical Supplies 
 

TOTAL  $15,000  TOTAL   $15,000 
 
Justification: Additional Aid-to-County funding has been approved by the state General 
Assembly.  This money “shall not be used to supplant existing state, federal, county or 
other funds”.  Year-end reporting to the state showing how the funds were used is 
required.  $5,000 ($1,000 per month for 5 months) will be used as an incentive to our 
dentist to remain with the program until June 30, 2008 when recruitment of a new 
clinician is more likely.  Dentist is scheduled to relocate January 31, 2008.  Increase in 
Medial Supplies and Other Supplies is to support the goals of increasing the total number 
of children under the age of 5 and the number of uninsured children seen in the Dental 
Program.   
 
Home Health 
 
101-6500-399-01-00 $(12,966.00)  101-6500-440-40-00  $(1,500.00) 
Fund Balance     Cont Ser 

101-6500-440-73-21 $(11,466.00) 
C/O 
 

TOTAL  $(12,966.00)  TOTAL   $(12,966.00) 
 
Justification:  Barnestorm contract is $750 per month for 6 months = $4,500, $6,000 was 
budgeted with a difference of $1,500. 
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Tablet purchase was $33,533.55 versus $45,000 budgeted with a difference of $11,466. 
 

 REQUEST BY LOWER NEUSE RIVERKEEPER 
 

Lower Neuse River Keeper, Larry Baldwin, addressed the Board concerning the City of 
Raleigh’s request for a variance from the necessity to clean up the contamination created 
by sludge from their wastewater treatment facility.  He stated that an estimated 120 
pounds of nitrogen per year for the next 30-40 years would be produced as a result of this 
variance, if granted, and that 20% would likely make its way down to the lower Neuse 
area.  He requested a letter from the Board of Commissioners opposing the variance.  
Commissioner Sisk inquired about the timeliness of the request because the deadline for 
input had passed.  Mr. Baldwin responded that the comment period had been extended to 
November 5.  Following a brief discussion, Commissioner Sisk moved to send a 
comment letter opposing the variance to David Hance at the Department of 
Environmental and Natural Resources, Division of Water Quality.  Commissioner Allen 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS SOFTWARE 
 

Information Technology Director, Dennis Holton, and Jesse Pittman, representing Sheriff 
Jerry Monette, presented a recommendation that the County be allowed to piggyback on 
bids by the City of New Bern and the City of Havelock for communications equipment.  
They advised the Board that in recent years the Sheriff’s Department has experienced a 
decline in customer service and support from its current E-911 vendor, Interact.  As a 
result of similar problems, the City of New Bern and the City of Havelock have decided 
to seek an alternate vendor and are about to submit a request for bids.  Mr. Holton and 
Mr. Pittman expressed concern on the part of the Sheriff’s Department that service would 
continue to decline if the County continues as the lone customer of the current vendor in 
the area.  In addition, the compatibility of the software, which allows the County, the City 
of New Bern and the City of Havelock to share information, would be eroded.  The Board 
was advised that a change to a new vendor would be more cost efficient if the County is 
allowed to participate in the request for bids by the City of New Bern and the City of 
Havelock.  The Board emphasized that the contract with Interact needs to be scrutinized 
to be sure of the requirements for ending it and directed the County Attorney to review 
the contract before it is terminated.  The Board was asked to authorize the advertisement 
for piggybacking on the New Bern and Havelock bids.  The Board will have ample time 
to give further consideration at the next meeting, and for the County Attorney to review 
the current contract.  Commissioner Morris moved to allow the staff to proceed with the 
advertisement, seconded by Commissioner Jones and unanimously carried. 
 

PROPOSED STORMWATER REQUIREMENTS 
 

Planning Director, Don Baumgardner, presented the following resolution for the Board’s 
consideration and a request for its adoption, which provides comments and 
recommendations concerning proposed stormwater rule amendments.  Mr. Baumgardner 
explained that the North Carolina Division of Water Quality is proposing to change the 
current Coastal Stormwater Rules because the rules in place are not protecting and 
preventing the closures of shell fishing waters within the twenty Coastal Counties.  The 
proposed amendments do not require any legislative approval.  Public hearings and 
written comments are being taken under consideration before the Environmental 
Management Commission can make their final decision, which will take place in January 
of 2008.  He further explained that Craven County was not initially expected to fall under 
the proposed amendments but has since been included.  Under the proposed amendments, 
land disturbing activities that would disturb more than 10,000 square feet will require 
filing of a Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan for review by the Division of 
Water Quality for stormwater controls, which is a reduction in the area from the current 
standard of one acre.  The proposed amendment, if adopted, will place financial and 
scheduling burdens on developers.  Commissioner McCabe moved to adopt the following 
resolution, as requested, seconded by Commissioner Morris and unanimously carried. 
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RESOLUTION 
Regarding 

Rulemaking to amend 15A NCAC 02H.1005,  
Stormwater Requirements: Coastal Counties of North Carolina 

 
Craven County Board of Commissioners 

 
October 15, 2007 

 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Environmental Management Commission intends to 

amend the rule cited as 15A NCAC 02H.1005 (Stormwater Requirements: Coastal 
Counties) (rule), and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed reduction in land disturbing activity from 1 acre to 10,000 

square feet is considered to be too stringent and requiring a engineered stormwater 
solution for a majority of property owners in Craven County, which would create a 
tremendous burden on citizens and DWQ employees which inspect and approve these 
stormwater designs, and  

 
WHEREAS, General Statute 150B-21.3 (b2), provides for review by the legislature if an 

objection is not resolved prior to the adoption of the rule.  
 
WHEREAS, this rule could impose undue hardship and economic distress to property 

owners of Craven County by not including exemptions that would allow existing 
structures that were built prior to the new amendments, to rebuild under the old 
stormwater regulations if destroyed by storms or fire, and 

 
WHEREAS, this rule could impose undue hardship and economic distress to property 

owners of Craven County by not including exemptions that would allow for 
subdivision lots platted prior to the new amendments, but not yet built upon, to meet 
the storm water requirements that were in effect when the lots were originally put on 
record, and 

  
WHEREAS, the rule could have negative consequences on the cost of affordable housing 

for property owners of Craven County, and 
 
WHEREAS, there exists the potential that significant economic impact may occur to 

local government, residents, businesses and industry in Craven County if this rule is 
implemented, and 

 
NOW, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Craven County Board of Commissioners 

request that the rule cited as 15A NCAC 02H.1005 (Stormwater Requirements: 
Coastal Counties) be reviewed by the North Carolina Legislature as provided for in 
General Statute 150B-21.3 (b2), and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Craven County Board of Commissioners 

sincerely believes that a complete and independent comprehensive economic impact 
study is justified and necessary before any consideration for implementation of this 
rule cited as 15A NCAC 02H.1005 (Stormwater Requirements: Coastal Counties) is 
placed into affect in Craven County, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Craven County Board of Commissioners believes 

workshops should be conducted to educate the public and developers on the scientific 
data which must show conclusively that any new rules being proposed will in-fact 
improve water quality, and   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Craven County Board of Commissioners 

recommends that the Environmental Management Commission include exemptions 
that would allow existing structures that were built prior to the new amendments, to 
rebuild under the old stormwater regulations if destroyed by storms or fire, and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Craven County Board of Commissioners 
recommends that the Environmental Management Commission include exemptions 
that would allow for subdivision lots platted prior to the new amendments, but not yet 
built upon, to meet the storm water requirements that were in effect when the lots 
were originally put on record 

 
ADOPTED by the Craven County Board of Commissioners on October 15, 2007.   
 

COUNTY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
 

County Attorney, Jim Sugg, stated that the conditions of the sale of Lot 79 Tobago have 
been finalized with respect to Fairfield Harbour amenities and the water fees.  He advised 
the Board that Craven County would receive what it has invested, roughly $2,000, from 
the sale, which includes the taxes and the fee of the foreclosure Attorney Mark Bardill.  
Commissioner Morris moved to approve the sale of the lot for $4,000, seconded by 
Commissioner Tyson and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS 
 

Commissioner Tyson commented on the success of Mum Fest 2007. 
 
Commissioner Morris initiated discussion concerning the appointment of a new County 
Attorney.  He recommended that if it is the consensus of the Board, as it appears from his 
individual discussions with Commissioners, that Jim Hicks would be the best candidate, 
and that Mr. Hicks be invited to sit in on the remainder of the Board’s meetings until an 
official appointment is made in December.  During discussion, Commissioner Jones 
indicated that he had been contacted by other attorneys expressing interest in appointment 
and inquired about the correct procedure.  Commissioner Morris responded that the 
appointment of the County Attorney is the Board’s prerogative and it is not necessary for 
the process to be opened.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Sisk announced her intent to step down from the Highway 70 Corridor 
Commission and recommended that it would be more fitting that a Commissioner whose 
constituency is directly affected by the activities of the Commission be appointed.  She 
recommended Commissioner Tyson and moved that he be appointed in her place, 
seconded by Commissioner Jones and unanimously carried. 
 
Commissioner McCabe commented on the need for a turn lane at Craven County Motor 
Sports on Highway 70 East, and asked that representatives who were present be allowed 
to speak.  The Board consented.  Drew Preston of the The Mattress Place and East 70 
Pawn, and Sandra Toler, of Craven County Motor Sports spoke to the Board concerning 
the need for a turn lane.  Commissioner McCabe asked that staff follow up on these 
issues.  He further advised the Board that he has discussed his continuing efforts to secure 
improvements to Pine Cliff Road with Representative Wainwright, who indicated that the 
State could provide $8,000 of the $16,000 required.  Commissioner McCabe stated that 
he is hoping to raise the remaining $8,000.  He also stated that he is continuing to seek 
improvements to the Adams Creek Road Bridge, Blades Road and NC Highway 101.  He 
commended the Department of Transportation, Newport Office, for their ongoing 
assistance.  He announced that the playground at the Harlowe Community Center is being 
enjoyed by citizens and the basketball court is almost complete.  New carpet has been 
installed in the Community Center.  He thanked all members of the Board for working 
with him in getting these improvements in his district. 
 
Commissioner Allen announced the Havelock Chili Festival taking place on October 20 
and reported on his attendance at the North Carolina Health Task Force and Healthy 
Carolinians Conferences.   
 
Commissioner Jones announced the ribbon cutting on October 24 at Caswell Branch 
Bridge and acknowledged the passing of Fern McDonald. 
 



RG101507 APPROVED ________________ 

 8 

Commissioner Sampson commented on the success of Mum Fest and stated that the 
issues pertaining to the Highway 70 by-pass go beyond those that have been noted in 
Twp. 7.  He stated that there are safety issues at the Pembroke exit as well. 
 
At 10:10 a.m. Commissioner McCabe moved to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner 
Morris and unanimously carried. 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Chairman Johnnie Sampson, Jr. 
Craven County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Gwendolyn M. Bryan, Clerk to the Board 
 
 


