
RG021907 APPROVED __________________ 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF CRAVEN MET IN 
REGULAR SESSION IN THE COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM OF THE CRAVEN 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 406 CRAVEN STREET, NEW BERN, 
NORTH CAROLINA, ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2007.  THE MEETING 
CONVENED AT 7:00 P.M. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Chairman Johnnie Sampson, Jr. 
 Vice Chairman Jason R. Jones 
 Commissioner Lee Kyle Allen 
 Commissioner Theron McCabe 
 Commissioner Perry L. Morris 
 Commissioner Steve Tyson 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 Commissioner M. Renée Sisk 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
 Harold Blizzard, County Manager 
 Ray H. Moser, Assistant County Manager 
 Richard F. Hemphill, County Finance Officer 
 Gwendolyn M. Bryan, Clerk to the Board 
 James R. Sugg, County Attorney 
 
Following an invocation by Commissioner Allen and the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Commissioner Morris moved to approve minutes of February 5, 2007 regular session, 
seconded by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Tax Releases and Refunds 
 
Craven County Tax Administrator, Ronnie Antry, submitted the following tax releases 
and refunds for the Board’s approval.  Commissioner Allen moved for their approval as 
requested, seconded by Commissioner Jones and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Credits 
 
TAXPAYER NAME    TICKET#   AMOUNT 
 
ALLEN, JACQUELINE LISA  2006-0000617   $45.85 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2006 
 
AMERSON, GARY BROOK   2006-0091799   $425.76 
DOUBLE BILLED ON ACCT #111600 
 
BAZEMORE, DENNIS S   2006-0003325   $32.88 
PROPERTY VACANT 
 
BORDEAUZ, KELLY   2006-0005228   $163.97 
ADJUST VAL PER BILL OF SALE 
 
BORDEAUZ, STEVEN KELLY JR  2006-0005231   $16.79 
VALUE ADJUST PER BILL OF SALE 
 
BOYD, WINSTON D II & ANITA D 2006-0005562   $150.58 
MILITARY-HIS NAME ONLY 06 LES-FL ECC-NONE (CW03) 
 
BRINKLEY, CICERO P & MARY LOU 2006-0006052   $65.28 
VACANT PROPERTY 
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BROWN, CARRIE M   2004-0006179   $165.76 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2004 
 
BRYAN, ZIMMY L    2006-0006985   $32.64 
PROPERTY VACANT 
 
CLIFFORD, HEATH M & KRISTA L 2006-0010410   $17.61 
MILITARY-HIS ANME ONLY 06 LES-FL ETS-NONE (GRADE 03) 
 
DOWD, DESTINIE DAWN   2006-0091154   $118.57 
VALUE ADJUSTED PER BILL OF SALE 
 
DUN-RITE FLOOR & TILE LLC  2006-0015398   $21.07 
NOT IN BUSINESS 01/01/2006 
 
EWELL, MICHAEL V   2006-0016986   $49.45 
MILITARY-HIS NAME ONLY 06 LES-WA ECC-11/08/07 
 
FORTUNE, MATTHEWS S   2006-0018403   $31.67 
MILITARY-HIS NAME ONLY 05 LES-MA ECC-05/30/06 
 
GILLEN, MARY N    2006-0020685   $32.88 
PROPERTY VACANT 
 
GOMEZ, ROMMEL    2006-0021177   $98.39 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/06 
 
HANCOCK, HEATHER DAWN WHITE 2006-0022856   $302.35 
CORRECTING APPRAISAL ERROR 
 
HORTON, CHARLES   2006-0026438   $27.84 
NOT LOCATED IN CRAVEN CO 01/01/06 
 
JONES, JACK C & VIVIAN C  2006-0029090   $157.04 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2006 
 
JRW LOGGING INC    2006-0090497   $358.17 
NOT IN BUSINESS 01/01/2006 
 
KILPATRICK, JOHN LEWIS ET ALS 2006-0030255   $316.88 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2006 
 
KRECKMAN, RONALD H   2006-0031060   $20.33 
UNCOLLECTIBLE TAXES 
 
LOE, TAMMY ROBERTS   2005-0032641   $57.48 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2005 
 
MACK, KATHERINE & PETER  2006-0091631   $1,190.07 
INCORRECT SITUS-SHOULD BE 6F-WILL BE REBILLED 
 
MOORE, DIANNA    2006-0090109   $32.88 
PROPERTY VACANT 
 
MOORE, DIANNA    2006-0037764   $32.88 
PROPERTY VACANT 
 
MURDOCK, DENNY   2006-0091639   $124.95 
CORRECT PREV CREDIT MEMO PER BILL OF SALE 
 
OTERO, ANDREW M & JUDYTH ANN 2006-0091274   $182.87 
MILITARY-HIS NAME ONLY 07 LES-WA ECC-NONE (CAPT) 
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PENDLETON, LES    2006-0091297   $175.62 
VALUE ADJUSTED PER BILL OF SALE 
 
RAINSOFT OF CAROLINA WATER TRE 2006-0090665   $62.17 
NOT IN BUSINESS 01/01/2006 
 
RANTON, DARYL C & JENNIFER A 2006-0044061   $115.14 
INCORRECT SITUS-LOCATED IN CARTERET COUNTY 
 
SEELMANN, WILLIAM GEORGE  2006-0047570   $286.09 
MILITARY-HIS NAME ONLY 07 LES-FL ECC-NONE (CAPT) 
 
STEEN, MITCHELL D   2006-0050295   $7.05 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2006 
 
THE BUTCHERS SEAFOOD MARKET IN2006-0090773   $146.87 
NOT LOCATED IN CRAVEN CO. 01/01/06 
 
UNKNOWN OWNER   1999-0048283   $37.32 
CORRECTING MAPPING ERROR 
 
UNKNOWN OWNER   1998-0046008   $39.36 
CORRECTING MAPPING ERROR 
 
UNKNOWN OWNER   1997-0045964   $41.78 
CORRECTING MAPPING ERROR 
 
UNKNOWN OWNER   2006-0054293   $11.20 
CORRECTING MAPPING ERROR 
 
UNKNOWN OWNER   2005-0053446   $36.31 
CORRECTING MAPPING ERROR 
 
UNKNOWN OWNER   2004-0051962   $36.32 
CORRECTING MAPPING ERROR 
 
UNKNOWN OWNER   2003-0051400   $39.08 
CORRECTING MAPPING ERROR 
 
UNKNOWN OWNER   2002-0050959   $41.85 
CORRECTING MAPPING ERROR 
 
UNKNOWN OWNER   2001-0050157   $36.54 
CORRECTING MAPPING ERROR 
 
UNKNOWN OWNER   2000-0049803   $36.71 
CORRECTING MAPPING ERROR 
 
WADDELL CONSTRUCTION INC  2006-0054959   $15.71 
EXEMPT PROPERTY 
 
WARREN, WILLIAM J   2006-0090977   $30.75 
VEHICLE TAGGED IN 07/06 
 
     46 – CREDIT MEMO(S)  $5,468.76 
 
Refunds 
 
ARTHUR, GUY JR & ARTHUR, JAMES 2006-0091106   $.11 
ANNEXED INTO CITY-REF .5 MONTHS FIRE 
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ARTHUR, GUY JR & ARTHUR, JAMES 2006-0091720   $1.86 
ANNEXED INTO CITY-REF. 5 MONTHS FIRE 
 
ARTHUR, GUY JR & ARTHUR, JAMES 2006-001592   $5.90 
ANNEXED INTO CITY-REF. 5 MONTH FIRE 
 
ARTHUR, GUY JR & ARTHUR, JAMES 2006-0091719   $.68 
ANNEXED INTO CITY-REF. 5 MONTHS FIRE 
 
BROWN, CARRIE M   2004-0006179   $376.00 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2004 
 
BUTLER, WILLIAM C & MARGARET P 2006-0007787   $79.73 
DOUBLE LISTED ON SAME ACCT #58895 
 
CRAYTON ASSOCIATES PARTNERSHIP2006-0012211   $8.56 
ANNEXED INTO CITY-REF. 5 MONTHS FIRE 
 
GILLEN, MARY N    2005-0090176   $32.00 
PROPERTY VACANT 
 
HARGETT, CHARLES A   2006-0023230   $32.00 
PROPERTY VACANT 
 
HEATH, GEORGE C JR & REBECCA M 2006-0024704   $26.40 
ANNEXED INTO CITY-REF. 5 MONTHS SPEC. SERVICE DISTRICT 
 
KEITH, LARRY L    2006-0029888   $753.50 
DOUBLE BILLED ON ACCT #61624 
 
     11 – REFUND(S)   $1,316.74 
 
Budget Amendments 
 
Craven County Finance Officer, Rick Hemphill, submitted the following budget 
amendments for the Board’s approval.  Commissioner Allen moved for their approval, 
seconded by Commissioner Jones and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Pass Through 
 
REVENUES  AMOUNT  EXPENDITURES  AMOUNT 
 
101-0564-348-36-00 $(175.00)  101-0564-460-96-07  $(175.00) 
Mighty Tau FY 2006    Mighty Tau FY 2006 
 
TOTAL  $(175.00)  TOTAL   $(175.00) 
 
Justification:  Funds were not expended therefore will not be received. 
 
Health/Communicable Dis/Home Health 
 
101-6502-352-06-00 $1,000.00  101-6500-440-97-10  $22,200 
1st Party Payment    Transfer to Other Dept. from Home Health 
101-6502-353-07-0 $14,500.00   
3rd Party Payments 
101-6502-371-02-0 $6,700.00 
Medicare Payments 
101-6302-366-03-0 $22,200.00 
Transfer from Home Health 
101-6302-353-23-0 $800.00 
3rd Party Flu Shots 
101-6302-352-13-0 $(23,000.00) 
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TOTAL  $22,200.00  TOTAL   $22,200.00 
 
Justification:  Revenues from first party flu shot payments were considerably less than 
anticipated.  More insurance revenue from flu shots has been collected than was 
anticipated.  Some claims are still pending.  Hospice revenues have been higher than 
anticipated. 
 
CARTS/Transportation 
 
101-7024-348-21-00 $21,203.00  101-7024-450-39-25  $21,203.00 
State Grant/EHTAP-State Grant  CARTS Elderly Handicapped 
 
101-7026-348-26-00 $40,245.00  101-7026-450-39-25  $40,245.00 
State Grant/Craven Gen Transportation CARTS General Public-Craven 
 

101-7001-450-31-01 $59,248.00 
Regular Vehicle Expense 

101-7002-368-02-00 $21,203.00  101-7001-450-22-00  $200.00 
Elderly Handicap    Telephone Expense 

101-7001-450-20-0 $400.00 
Postage 
 

101-7002-368-13-00 $40,245.00  101-7001-4150-27-00  $300.00 
General Public-Craven   Advertising Expense 

101-7001-450-40-0 $1,000.00 
Contract Services 
101-7001-450-25-0 $300.00 
Travel/Training 
 

Justification:  Supplemental Elderly/Disabled Transportation Assistance Program 
(EDTAP) $21,203.00 and Rural General Public (RGP) $40,245.00 grant money from 
NCDOT/PTD for FY 2007 Rural Operating Assistance Program (ROAP) Grant. 
 
DSS 7291 Mandated 
 
101-7291-349-10-00 $6,660.00  101-7291-450-39-26  $6,660.00 
Day Care Combined    Child Day Care 
 
TOTAL  $6,660.00  TOTAL   $6,660.00 
 
Justification:  Additional funding from the State for Regular Subsidy Day Care.  There 
is no County match. 
 
Library Proclamation 
 
New Bern-Craven County Librarian, Joanne Straight, submitted the following 
proclamation for the Board’s adoption promoting “The Big Read” for the month of 
March, and invited Craven County residents to join in reading, discussion and other 
activities being sponsored by the library during the month of March.  Commissioner 
Allen moved to adopt the following proclamation, as requested, seconded by 
Commissioner Jones and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 

The Big Read 
A Community Reading Program, March 2007 

Proclamation 
 
 

WHEREAS, “The Big Read” is a library project designed to have all residents read the 
same book at the same time and participate in activities and discussions related to the 
book, and 
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WHEREAS, Craven County is a county of readers, a fact expressed by the desire for 
library services throughout the county, the numerous book clubs, and the popular Let’s 
Talk About It book discussion programs, and 
 
WHEREAS, this project is an opportunity for all residents regardless of race, income, 
educational achievement, or social status to come together as one community by reading 
and discussing a single book, and 
 
WHEREAS, the book selected for this project, The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald is 
an American classic with universal themes, among them the importance of honesty, the 
temptations of wealth, and the struggle to escape the past, and 
 
WHEREAS, The Big Read is a cooperative project involving Craven- Pamlico-Carteret 
Regional Library, Craven Community College, Craven County schools, MCAS Cherry 
Point, local book clubs, and private citizens 
 
WHEREAS, The Big Read is an initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts in 
partnership with the Institute of Museum and Library Services designed to restore 
reading to the center of American culture, and 
 
WHEREAS, The Big Read addresses the critical decline in reading for pleasure among 
American adults 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Craven County Board of Commissioners 
proclaims March 1 – 31, 2007 as “The Big Read” month. We encourage all residents to 
read The Great Gatsby, participate in the related discussion groups and events, see the 
film adaptation of the book, and share their own views about what they read. 
 
Corrected Date for Advertising Tax Liens 
 
Craven County Tax Administrator, Ronnie Antry, requested a change in the date for 
advertising tax liens from April 2 to April 9.  The reason for the date change was to allow 
for a wider window of opportunity for payments that are mailed by March 30 to reach the 
Tax Office before the April advertising schedule.  The newspaper requires that they 
receive any deletions by March 30.  The change will assure that no one who makes a 
payment by the March 31 deadline will have his name advertised.  Commissioner Allen 
moved to change the advertising date for tax liens from April 2, 2007 to April 9, 2007, 
seconded by Commissioner Jones and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED MORATORIUM FOR ON-PREMISE AND 

OFF-PREMISE SIGNS 
 

At 7:05 p.m, as advertised, the Board went into public hearing concerning a proposed 
sign moratorium in the County by motion of Commissioner Allen, seconded by 
Commissioner Morris and unanimously carried.  The Chairman instructed that there 
would be a three minute time limit and requested that Commissioners withhold their 
questions until the conclusion of citizens’ remarks.  Planning Director, Don Baumgardner 
presented preface remarks stating that August 19, 2007 would be the target date for a 
proposed ordinance and the expiration of the proposed sign moratorium.  The following 
citizens spoke in favor of the proposed sign moratorium: 
 

1. Robert Livingston,  210 Nydegg Road, New Bern, commented that the signs 
that are proliferating throughout the County on the roads are a distraction to 
drivers. 

2. John Kirkland, 118 Bowline Road, River Bend 
3. Donna Ange, 109 Jubilee Place, Carolina Pines 
4. Phil Buffa, 123 Walden Road, New Bern 
5. George Sawyer, 1905 Williamson Drive, New Bern 
6. Ed Gorzalski, 102 Reinach Lane, stated that the signs are a distraction and a 

hazard.  He asked that some statistics related to accidents be compiled. 
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The following citizens spoke against the proposed sign moratorium or expressed some 
reservations concerning the proposal. 
 

1. Sandra Toler, whose business is located on Hwy 70 in Twp. 7, stated that 
businesses should have a right to advertise their business with on-premise 
signs.  In response Commissioner Tyson asked Mr. Baumgardner to 
explain the restrictions of the moratorium.  He stated that on-premise signs 
greater than 150 sq. ft. or over $500 in value would fall under the 
moratorium; however, another public hearing would be held prior to 
adopting any ordinance. 

2. William Cleve of M&W Signs expressed the opinion that six months is too 
long for a moratorium.  He stated that businesses come in and try to get on 
the ground running in a shorter time frame.  He also stated that in his 
opinion the price threshold of the sign is not realistic.  The cost and size 
references in the proposed moratorium do not fit.  He stated that $500 does 
not buy much of a sign.  He also suggested that on and off-premise signs 
be addressed differently and asked that the Board review the proposed 
moratorium ordinance and re-present it. 

3. Eddie Jenkins of M&W Signs stated that billboards and on-premise signs 
are two different matters and should be treated differently. 

4. Mark Odell of Lamar Advertising stated that a case could be made for 
some regulations but not to the extent that businesses cannot do business 
effectively.  He requested that participation of stakeholders in the 
development of an ordinance be considered. 

 
  Joe Corby of Tremane Drive did not express an opinion pro or con but  
  simply asked clarifying questions concerning the beneficiaries of the sign 
  revenue and prior efforts by the County to initiate controls. 
 
At 7:30 p.m., there being no additional speakers, Commissioner Allen moved to close the 
public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Jones and unanimously carried. 
 
Commissioner Tyson stated that a $500 threshold for signs that would not be subject to 
the ordinance is likely to cause a hardship on businesses and this opinion was shared by 
Commissioner Jones.  Commissioner Tyson moved to adopt a moratorium ordinance with 
amendments to paragraph 2C that would change the limitation.  Commissioner Allen 
seconded the motion.  During discussion Commissioner Morris offered an amended 
motion to include the $500 limitation in the language for off-premise signs.  Following 
additional discussion, both the amended motion and the original motion were withdrawn 
while staff worked on the amended wording.   
 

REPORT ON PRIVATE DRINKING WATER WELL REGULATIONS 
 

Craven County Health Director, Wanda Sandelé, presented a plan to implement 
regulations on private drinking water wells as a result of new requirements being 
enforced by the State.  The proposed regulations that she presented were developed by 
the Craven County Health Board one year in advance of the State mandated effective 
date, with a recommendation that the new regulations be implemented early in order to 
receive a one-time $40,000 grant.  The Board was advised that the regulations could be 
established through a County ordinance by the Board of Commissioners or a local Health 
Department Rule.  They were also advised that when the State Rule goes into effect either 
instrument on the local level would need to be rescinded.  Commissioner Allen moved to 
allow the Health Department to adopt the local Health Department Rule regarding the 
drinking water well regulation, seconded by Commissioner Morris and unanimously 
carried.  (Commissioner Tyson was not present to voice a vote, but not having been 
excused, this resulted in a yes vote). 
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APPOINTMENTS 
 

Health Board 
 
The Board was reminded that an appointee to fill the engineer’s position to replace Gene 
Bowling, who retired, was still pending.  Commissioner Allen was asked to locate an 
engineer to be nominated and this appointment was further deferred. 
 
Nursing Home Advisory Committee 
 
The Board was advised of one remaining vacancy on the Nursing Home Advisory 
Committee.  Commissioner Jones nominated Brinda Moore.  Commissioner McCabe 
moved to close nominations and appoint Ms. Moore by acclamation, seconded by 
Commissioner Morris and unanimously carried. 
 
Adult Care Home Advisory Committee 
 
The Board was reminded of a remaining vacancy on the Adult Care Home Advisory 
Committee.  This appointment was further deferred. 
 
Electric Services Board 
 
The Board was reminded of a request by the City of New Bern to nominate for a position 
representing Township Six on the Electric Services Board.  Commissioner Allen was 
asked to find nominees for this position and the nominations were further deferred. 
 
No. 9 Township Fire Tax Commissioner 
 
The Board received information from No. 9 Township Fire Department that the current 
appointee, Wade Alan Wetherington, has moved out of the district and a request was 
submitted that Mr. Harry Mercer be appointed to replace Mr. Wetherington.  
Commissioner Jones nominated Mr. Mercer and Commissioner Morris moved to close 
nominations and appoint Mr. Mercer by acclamation, seconded by Commissioner 
McCabe and unanimously carried. 
 
Coastal Resources Advisory Committee (CRAC) 
 
The Board considered a remaining vacancy created by the resignation of Natalie Baggett 
on the Coastal Resources Advisory Committee.  This appointment was further deferred. 
 
At 8:20 p.m. the Board was declared in recess and reconvened at 8:30 p.m. 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REQUESTS 
 

Craven County Fire Marshal, Stanley Kite, requested grant matches for Cove City Fire 
Department, Ft. Barnwell Fire Department and Dover Fire Department for North 
Carolina Department of Insurance grants, as follows: 
 
  Cove City Fire Department  $17,500.00 
  Ft. Barnwell Fire Department  $19,137.50 
  Dover Fire Department  $18,250.00 
 
In February, 2006, Dover, Cove City and Ft. Barnwell Fire Departments requested funds 
from the County to match grants awarded by the North Carolina Department of 
Insurance.  The Board was reminded that although the County had provided DOI grant 
matches for rescue squads in some instances, the County had not previously done so for 
fire departments because fire departments have a fire tax levy to fund their operations.  
Nevertheless, the Board voted to fund the requests totaling $29,464.75. 
 
In May 2006, while deliberating the 2006-07 budget, the Board of Commissioners 
instructed the County Manager to advise fire departments seeking DOI grants in the 
future that they should not expect to receive matching funds from the County.  However, 
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in September, 2006, the Board again approved requests from Dover, Cove City and Ft. 
Barnwell Fire Departments for matching DOI grants, totaling $54,240.91. 
 
Since that time the Board of Commissioners instructed staff to advise those fire 
departments seeking future matching funds from the County to notify the County of their 
intent before making application to DOI.  
 
Commissioner Jones moved to approve the three (3) fire departments going forward with 
the grant application process, seconded by Commissioner Morris and unanimously 
carried.  It was explained that the monies would not be needed until the next fiscal year 
and the motion included the notation that this amount would be included in the FY07-08 
budget. 
 
Harlowe Volunteer Fire Department 
 
Mr. Kite advised the Board that the Harlowe Volunteer Fire Department had negotiated 
with First Citizens bank for a loan for new construction at the Ferry Road Station with a 
mortgage of $525,000 over fifteen years at 5.26%.  This would be paid in 181 payments.  
He reported that the borrowing is not anticipated to impact the fire tax rate and funds that 
are set aside by the department will be used to close out an existing loan on a piece of 
equipment.  Commissioner Morris moved to acknowledge and endorse the plans of the 
Harlowe Volunteer Fire Department for the new loan, seconded by Commissioner 
McCabe and unanimously carried. 
 

COUNTY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
 

County Attorney, Jim Sugg, presented the proposed moratorium ordinance with re-stated 
wording relative to the limitations of signs, as follows: 
 

On-Premise and Off-Premise Sign Moratorium Ordinance 
 
WHEREAS, Counties may adopt temporary moratoria on any county development 
approval process required by law, as provided by NCGS 153A-340(h), and; 
 
WHEREAS, the Craven County Board of Commissioners hereby finds and declares that 
outdoor advertising, whether on-premise or off-premise, is a legitimate commercial use 
of private property adjacent to roads and highways but that the erection and 
maintenance of outdoor advertising signs and devices in areas in the vicinity of the 
right-of-way of the US state and primary highway systems within the county should be 
controlled and regulated in order to promote the safety, health, welfare, and 
convenience and enjoyment of travel on and protection of the public investment in 
highways within the county, to prevent unreasonable distraction of operators of motor 
vehicles and to prevent interference with the effectiveness of traffic regulations and to 
promote safety on the highways, to attract tourists and promote the prosperity, 
economic well-being and general welfare of the County, and to preserve and enhance 
the natural scenic beauty of the highways and areas in the vicinity of the US and state 
highways and to promote the reasonable, orderly, and effective display of such signs, 
displays, and devices, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the development moratorium is proposed to be more than 61 days and is 
therefore subject to the notice and hearing requirements established under NCGS 153A-
343, and; 
 
WHEREAS, any ordinance establishing a development moratorium must expressly 
include at the time of adoption statements as to why the moratorium is necessary which 
is as follows: 
 
 Statement of Facts 
 Craven County 
 On-Premise and Off-Premise Sign Controls 
 
1. Statement of the problems or conditions necessitating the moratorium. 
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 a. Within Craven County, there has been a proliferation of on-
premise and off-premise signs.  

 
 b. From January 1, 2006, to February 19, 2007, approximately 16 

building permits were issued in Craven County for the construction of off-
premise signs.  

  
 c. The 1996 Craven County Land Use Plan and the 1998 Craven 

County 1996 Land Use Plan Addendum support land use regulation and 
specifically cite the following concerns: 

 
• Increasing traffic congestion in Craven County. 
• Continued strip commercialization along highway corridors in 

Craven County. 
 
d. Growth and development of land uses in Craven County including, but not 

limited to, residential, commercial, industrial, institutional, and public and 
private, is expected to continue.  Existing land use control ordinances are 
not considered adequate to respond to increased on-premise or off-
premise signage in Craven County. 

 
 e. There is no alternative to the imposition of a temporary 

moratorium on sign development in Craven County to afford the County 
an opportunity to develop and adopt adequate land use regulatory 
controls.  Therefore, no alternatives were considered. 

 
2. Statement of the development approvals subject to this moratorium. 
 
 a. i)  This moratorium will apply to all property parcels, either wholly 

or partially located in Craven County, as shown on Craven County tax 
records effective as of February 19, 2007. This ordinance will address off-
premise signs which, for the purpose of this Ordinance, are defined as 
signs directing attention to business, commodity, service, or 
entertainment which is conducted, sold or offered on premises other than 
the premises upon which the sign is located;  
 
ii)  This ordinance will also address on-premise signs. For the purpose of 
this ordinance, are defined as signs directing attention to a business, 
commodity, service or entertainment which is conducted, sold or offered 
on the same premises upon which the sign is located. 

 
 
 b. This moratorium shall not apply to any project for which a valid 

building permit issued pursuant to NCGS 153A-357 is outstanding; or to 
development for which substantial expenditures have already been made 
in good faith reliance on a prior valid administrative or quasi-judicial 
permit approved by Craven County on or before February 19, 2007. 

 
c. This moratorium shall apply to off-premises signs valued at $500.00 or 

greater.  The moratorium will be limited to on-premise signs having a 
surface area of one hundred and fifty (150) square feet or greater.  For 
signs less than one hundred and fifty (150) square feet, no more than 
three (3) shall be permitted per business.  On premise signs attached to 
the building will be exempt from the moratorium.  The surface area of an 
on-premise sign shall be computed as including the entire area visible 
from any one point, within a regular geometric form or combinations of 
regular geometric forms comprising all of the display area of the sign.  
Computations of sign area shall include only one side of a double-faced 
sign structure.  If a sign has two sides joined at an angle of greater than 
60Ε, the surface of both sides of the sign shall be included in the 
computation of area. 

 
3. Date and time for moratorium termination. 
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This moratorium will terminate at 11:59 pm, August 19, 2007.  The termination 
date and time are sufficient to allow time for Craven County to complete the 
preparation and adoption of a regulatory sign ordinance. 

 
4. Schedule 
 

The following dates provide for the schedule of actions which are to be followed 
by Craven County during the duration of the moratorium to address the 
problems/conditions leading to imposition of this moratorium: 

 
 a. February, 2007 to June, 2007 - Craven County Planning Board will 

consider proposal(s) for sign regulations and recommend draft sign 
regulations to the Craven County Board of Commissioners. 

 
 b. July, 2007 - Craven County will advertise and conduct public 

hearing(s) for proposed sign regulations. 
 
 c. August, 2007 - The Craven County Board of Commissioners will 

consider adoption of a Craven County Sign Ordinance to regulate on-
premise and off-premise signs in Craven County. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED: 
 
Craven County finds it necessary for the moratorium in order to provide for the orderly 
construction of on-premise and off-premise signs in Craven County and to create 
conditions essential to the public health, safety, and welfare of its citizens by developing 
a regulatory sign ordinance. 
 
Adopted this 19th day of February, 2007. 
 
Commissioner Tyson moved for its adoption, seconded by Commissioner Morris and 
unanimously carried. 
 
Swiss Road Resolution 
 
Mr. Sugg presented the following resolution ordering the closing of the right-of-way on a 
portion of Swiss Road, seconded by Commissioner McCabe and unanimously carried. 
 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
 
COUNTY OF CRAVEN 
 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
OF CRAVEN COUNTY      
 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE CLOSING  RESOLUTION OF THE CRAVEN   
OF A PORTION OF SWISS ROAD,   COUNTY BOARD OF 
LOCATED IN THE SUBDIVISION OF  COMMISSIONERS DECLARING 
PINEHAVEN, NUMBER 7 TOWNSHIP,  ITS INTENT TO CLOSE A 
CRAVEN COUNTY, AS SHOWN ON PORTION OF A PUBLIC ROAD  
A MAP CAPTIONED “PLAN OF PINE  OR EASEMENT AND CALLING 
HAVEN” RECORDED IN BOOK 11,   FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON 
PAGE 37, CRAVEN COUNTY REGISTRY THE QUESTION 
             
 
 WHEREAS, on the 5th day of February, 2007, James Finch filed a petition with 

the Craven County Board Of Commissioners (“Board”) seeking the closing of a portion 

of Swiss Road as the same is shown on a map or plat entitled “Plan of Pine Haven” 

recorded in Book 11 at Page 37 in the Office of the Register of Deeds of Craven County; 

and 
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 WHEREAS, said Petitioner is the owner of property adjacent to and abutting each 

side of that portion of Swiss Road to be closed; and 

 WHEREAS, Swiss Road is bounded by U.S. Highway 70 at the western terminus 

of said Swiss Road and no part thereof lies within the limits of any municipality as shown 

on a map recorded in Book 11at Page 37in the Office of the Register of Deeds of Craven 

County; and 

 WHEREAS, the portion of Swiss Road to be closed has not been previously 

accepted by the North Carolina Department of Transportation (“DOT”) for maintenance 

and is not presently under the control and supervision of the DOT, and that portion of 

Swiss Road has never been opened or used as a road or street; and 

 WHEREAS, that portion of Swiss Road to be closed has never been accepted by 

the County of Craven on behalf of the general public and the map of Pine Haven recorded 

in Book 11at Page 37 in the Office of the Register of Deeds of Craven County and does 

give notice of its acceptance of the dedication of said road or street for the general public 

prior to declaring its intent to close said road; and 

 WHEREAS, prior to the closing of a portion of Swiss Road, said road must have 

been accepted by Craven County on behalf of the general public and is so accepted; and 

 WHEREAS, the closing of a portion of Swiss Road is not contrary to the public 

interest, and no individual owning property in the vicinity or in the subdivision in which 

said road or street is located will be deprived of reasonable means of ingress or egress to 

his or her property. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it hereby resolved by the Board that Craven County 

accepts Swiss Road on behalf of the general public, and declares its intent to close the 

described portion of said road, and calls for a public hearing on the question to be held in 

the Commissioners’ Room at its regularly scheduled meeting on March 19, 2007 at 8:30 

a.m. at which time all interested persons may be heard. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it hereby resolved that the Board shall cause notice of 

the public hearing to be published in the Sun Journal once a week for three (3) successive 

weeks before the hearing, and a copy of the resolution to be sent by Certified Mail to 

each owner on County tax records of property adjoining the portion of the public road to 

be closed who did not join in the request to have the road closed, and a notice of the 

closing and public hearing be posted in two places along the said portion of the road or 

street to be closed. 

Done this 19th day of February, 2007. 
      

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

Disposal of St. Luke’s Building 
 
County Manager, Harold Blizzard, reported on an opportunity to collaborate with an 
organization, Preservation North Carolina, for the disposal of the St. Luke’s Building.  
He stated that the organization’s primary mission is to insure the salvage and preservation 
of buildings across the state that have historic value.  Their role is to assist owners with 
the sales of historic buildings and to construct rehabilitation agreements and protective 
covenants.   This is done for a fee of $5,000 for their service as agent.  It was the 
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consensus of the Board to invite a representative of Preservation North Carolina to the 
Board’s March 19 meeting to make a presentation. 
 
Creekside Park House 
 
Mr. Blizzard informed the Board that there have been no expressions of interest in the 
house located on the property of the Creekside Park and that staff will make one more 
effort at disposing of the house with non-profit organizations such as Habitat for 
Humanity or Neuse River Community Development Corporation. 
 
First Monday Meeting 
 
Mr. Blizzard reminded the Board that the majority of Commissioners will be attending 
the NACo Legislative Conference in Washington March 4-7, which would conflict with 
the date of the first Monday meeting.   He asked that the Board consider cancelling or 
rescheduling the meeting.  Commissioner Allen moved to cancel the March 5 meeting 
and to schedule a special meeting if needed.  Commissioner McCabe seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
Recessed Meeting 
 
Mr. Blizzard asked that the Board consider recessing to reconvene on the afternoon of 
February 21 for the purpose of considering and awarding bids for the Law Enforcement 
Center.  The consensus of the Board was to reconvene at 4:00 p.m. on February 21 for 
that purpose.   
 
At 9:20 p.m. Commissioner McCabe moved to recess to reconvene at 4:00 p.m. on 
February 21, seconded by Commissioner Jones and unanimously carried. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Chairman Johnnie Sampson, Jr. 
Craven County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Gwendolyn M. Bryan 
Clerk to the Board 
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