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THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF CRAVEN MET IN 
REGULAR SESSION IN THE COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM OF THE CRAVEN 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 406 CRAVEN STREET, NEW BERN, 
NORTH CAROLINA ON MONDAY, MAY 1, 2006.  THE MEETING 
CONVENED AT 7:00 P.M. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Chairman Perry L. Morris 
 Vice Chairman Johnnie Sampson, Jr. 
 Commissioner Lee Kyle Allen 
 Commissioner George N. Brown, Jr. 
 Commissioner Leon C. Staton 
 Commissioner Steve Tyson 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 Commissioner M. Renée Sisk 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
 Harold Blizzard, County Manager 
 Ray H. Moser, Assistant County Manager 
 Richard F. Hemphill, County Finance Officer 
 Gwendolyn M. Bryan, Clerk to the Board 
 James R. Sugg, County Attorney 
 
Following in invocation by Commissioner Brown and the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Commissioner Brown moved to approve minutes of the April 17, 2006 regular session 
with one correction being made to line 333, seconded by Commissioner Sampson and 
unanimously carried. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Budget Amendments 
 
Craven County Finance Director, Rick Hemphill, submitted the following budget 
amendments for the Board’s approval.  Commissioner Sampson moved for their 
approval, seconded by Commissioner Staton and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Sheriff 
 
REVENUES  AMOUNT  EXPENDITURES  AMOUNT 
 
101-0000-399-01-00 $50,000.00  101-2001-410-31-01  $50,000.00 
Fund Balance     Vehicle Exp 
 
TOTAL  $50,000.00  TOTAL   $50,000.00 
 
Justification:  Gasoline and vehicle expense through year end. 
 
DSS 7291 Mandated/7231 TANF 
 
101-7291-349-16-00 $15,000.00  101-7291-450-39-17  $15,000.00 
Smart Start Day Care    Smart Start Day Care 
 
TOTAL  $15,000.00  TOTAL   $15,000.00 
 
Justification:  Additional funding received from Smart Start.  There is no County match. 
 
Seized Assets 
 
114-0000-399-01-00 $10,000.00  114-2011-410-33-00  $10,000.00 
Fund Balance     Misc 
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TOTAL  $10,000.00  TOTAL   $10,000.00 
 
Justification:  Budget fund balance from seized assets to cover special costs.  No County 
funds. 
 
Rhems Volunteer Fire 
 
240-0000-348-81-00 $12,500.00  240-2900-410-91-40  $12,500.00 
Rhems Vol FD    DOT Grant 
 
TOTAL  $12,500.00  TOTAL   $12,500.00 
 
Justification:  Budget NC DOT pass through grant for Rhems Volunteer Fire 
Department. 
 
Tax Releases and Refunds 
 
Craven County Tax Administrator, Ronnie Antry, submitted the following tax releases 
and refunds for the Board’s approval.  Commissioner Sampson moved for their approval, 
seconded by Commissioner Staton and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Credits 
 
TAXPAYER NAME    TICKET#   AMOUNT 
 
BRYANT, ALVIN DEXTER   2003-0006611   $326.46 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2003 
 
BRYANT, ALVIN DEXTER   2004-0006694   $329.15 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2004 
 
BRYANT, ALVIN DEXTER   2005-0090604   $325.55 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2005 
 
THOMPSON, BENJAMIN H  2005-0051849   $17.01 
NOT IN BUSINESS 01/01/2005 
 
    4 – CREDIT MEMO(S) $998.17 
 
Refund 
 
HEATH FAMILY FARMS LLC  2005-0090527   $1,958.18 
DEFERRED TAX ON INCORRECT PARCEL-WILL BE REBILLED 
 
    1 – REFUND (S)  $1,958.18 
 
Tax Appeal 
 
Holiday Inn – Havelock appealed for release of a late listing penalty.  Tax Administrator, 
Ronnie Antry, recommended that the appeal be denied in conformity with the Board’s 
actions on such requests in the past.  Commissioner Sampson moved to approve the 
recommendation of the Tax Administrator, seconded by Commissioner Staton and 
unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Subdivisions for Approval 
 
Craven County Planning Director, Don Baumgardner, submitted the following 
subdivisions for the Board’s approval.  Commissioner Sampson moved for their 
approval, seconded by Commissioner Staton and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Blades Village – Final:  The property, owned by Blades Village, LLC and engineered by 
Thomas Engineering, is located within Twp. 5 off of SR 1715 (Blades Road).  The 
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subdivision contains 12 lots on 10.32 acres and is proposed to be served by community 
water and individual septic systems.  The Planning Board reviewed and recommended 
the subdivision for final approval. 
 
River Rides at Carolina Pines Phase I – Final:  The property, owned by Ellis 
Development Company and engineered by Thomas Engineering, is located within Twp. 6 
off of West Palmer Drive.  The subdivision contains 13 lots on 18.63 acres and is 
proposed to be served by community water and sewer.  The Planning Board reviewed and 
recommended the subdivision for final approval. 
 
Oak Creek Estates at Carolina Pines Phase I – Final:  The property, owned by Ellis 
Development Company and engineered by Thomas Engineering, is located within Twp. 6 
off of West Palmer Drive.  The subdivision contains 27 lots on 46.02 acres and is 
proposed to be served by community water and sewer.  The Planning Board reviewed and 
recommended the subdivision for final approval. 
 
Lynnwood Highlands, Phases 1 and 2 – Final:  The property, owned by Clark Land 
Company, LLC and surveyed by Robert Davis, is located within Twp. 7 off of East 
Fisher Avenue.  The subdivision contains 121 lots on 40 acres and is proposed to be 
served by community water and New Bern sewer.  The Planning Board reviewed and 
recommended the subdivision for final approval. 
 
Neuse Point East Phases 8 and 9 – Final:  The property, owned by J.M. Stallings and O.L. 
Humphries and surveyed by Strickland Surveying, is located within Twp. 5 off of 
Cedarwood Drive and near SR 1768 (Shadyview Beach Road).  The subdivision contains 
17 lots on 13.3 acres and is proposed to be served by community water and individual 
septic systems.  The Planning Board reviewed and recommended the subdivision for final 
approval. 
 
Pecan Ridge Phase One – Final:  The property, owned by Scheper Construction and 
surveyed by Brad Suitt and Associates, is located within Twp. 7 off of SR 1144 (Crump 
Farm Road).  The subdivision contains 12 lots on 7.05 acres and is proposed to be served 
by community water and individual septic systems.  The Planning Board reviewed and 
recommended the subdivision for final approval.  The wife of Planning Director, Don 
Baumgardner, is connected with this subdivision.  As a result, Mr. Baumgardner excused 
himself from the discussions of the Planning Board related to their review of this 
subdivision.  Their recommendation for approval is coming to the Board without the 
participation or influence of Mr. Baumgardner. 
 
Willie Stallings (PUD) – Final:  The property, owned by Willie Stallings and surveyed by 
Atlantic Surveying, is located within Twp. 7 off of SR 1111 (Old Airport Road).  The 
subdivision contains 6 lots on 1.38 acres and is proposed to be served by community 
water and New Bern Sewer.  The Planning Board reviewed and recommended the 
subdivision for final approval. 
 
Erik and Erin Daniels Div. – Final:  The property, owned by Donald Ray Arthur and 
surveyed by Kirby Braxton, is located within Twp. 2 off of SR 1003 (Aurora Road).  The 
subdivision contains 1 lot on 1 acre and is proposed to be served by community water and 
an individual septic system.  The Planning Board reviewed and recommended the 
subdivision for final approval. 
 
Hwy 70 Corridor Commission Interlocal Agreement 
 
Commissioner Sampson moved to approve the Interlocal Agreement, which formalizes 
Craven County’s participation, along with Carteret County, Lenoir County and Wayne 
County in the Highway 70 Corridor Commission.  Commissioner Staton seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously. 
 

PETITIONS OF CITIZENS 
 

Charlie Simmons of 2218 Tuscarora Rhems Road presented additional petitions in 
opposition to the proposed jail site.   
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Hugh Walston of Newport addressed the Board concerning a request for assistance with 
transportation to conduct a summer feeding program in the Harlowe and Havelock areas.  
The Board advised that this request could not be considered until the Board’s deliberation 
on the FY 2006-2007 budget. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING – CARTS 
 

At 7:20 p.m. the Board went into public hearing, as advertised, by motion of 
Commissioner Sampson, seconded by Commissioner Brown, to receive public input on 
the CARTS Rural Operating Assistance Program grant (ROAP).  There were no speakers 
from the public and Commissioner Brown moved to close the public hearing, seconded 
by Commissioner Sampson and unanimously carried.  The Board was requested by 
CARTS Director, Phyllis Toler, to approve the grant application, which includes three (3) 
funds, as follows: 
 

• The Elderly Disabled Transportation Assistance Program 
• The Work First Program 
• The Rural General Public Program 

 
She advised the Board that CARTS has requested in the proposed budget that the public’s 
contribution to the cost to operate the Rural General Public component of the program 
through user fees be increased from ten percent (10%) to forty percent (40%).  
Commissioner Allen moved to approve the grant application, seconded by Commissioner 
Staton and unanimously carried. 
 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE BUDGET REQUEST 
 

Dr. Scott Ralls, President of Craven Community College, presented highlights of the 
college’s last year and the current budget request.  He reported that the college has 
accomplished a new medical assistant program, certification of machining student and the 
first thirteen East Carolina University graduates of the Craven Community College/ECU 
Teaching Partnership.  He stated that the current budget request includes $300,000 in 
additional Capital Outlay funds to address issues of parking, fiber technology, energy 
efficient renovations and walkway improvements.  The budget request reflects a 5.7% 
increase in current expense budget for utilities, salary increases and leasing of one 
additional temporary classroom. 

 
BOARD OF EDUCATION BUDGET REQUEST 

 
Superintendent of Schools, William Rivenbark, presented a summary of the Board of 
Education budget request, indicating that it reflects teacher increases, teacher supplement, 
utilities, workers compensation and a 9.2% increase in current expense.  Assistant 
Superintendent, David Clifton, presented the results of the bids for the new elementary 
school to be built in Carolina Colours.  He advised the Board that the lowest bid total is 
$12,231,000.00, which is significantly higher than the projected amount of 
$10,200,000.00.  This reflects a higher then budgeted rate of inflation since the identical 
facility was built in Bridgeton in 2004.  He stated that the Board of Education would be 
meeting with contractors and architects to negotiate ways to lower the costs.  Finance 
Officer, Rick Hemphill, advised that scheduling the project as originally planned would 
necessitate beginning the financing process immediately.  Commissioner Allen moved to 
adopt a findings resolution and a resolution authorizing application to the Local 
Government Commission, as follows, seconded by Commissioner Sampson and 
unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION FOR 
APPROVAL OF A FINANCING AGREEMENT AUTHORIZED BY NORTH 

CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTE 160A-20 
 

PRIMARY SCHOOL; RECREATION FACILITIES; and COUNTY JAIL 
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 WHEREAS, Craven County, North Carolina desires to construct improvements 
on lands that are owned by it, or which will be owned by it, identified as a new primary 
school in the Carolina Colours subdivision; a public recreational facility in Township No. 
1; and site and other preparatory work for a new county jail facility; all located in Craven 
County, North Carolina, (hereinafter collectively the “Project”), to better serve the 
citizens of Craven County; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Craven County desires to finance the Project by the use of an 
installment contract authorized under North Carolina General Statute 160A, Article 3, 
Section 20 for an amount not to exceed $20,000,000.00; and  
 
 WHEREAS, findings of fact by this governing body must be presented to enable 
the North Carolina Local Government Commission to make its findings of fact set forth 
in North Carolina General Statute 159, Article 8, Section 151 prior to approval of the 
proposed contract. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Craven County 
Commissioners at a regular meeting on the 1st day of May, 2006 make the following 
findings of fact: 
 

1. The proposed Project is necessary or expedient to provide adequate and 
efficient space, arrangements and facilities for the provision of a primary 
school, public recreational facilities, and law enforcement and jail 
facilities, and other related services to the citizens of Craven County in 
general.  The facilities to be constructed will be used to provide a primary 
school, a public recreational park, and to provide law enforcement services 
and jail facilities, and other administrative and/or support functions related 
to the same. 

 
2. The proposed contract is preferable to a bond issue for the same purpose 

because the cost of issuing general obligation bonds would be greater and 
inconsistent with the time frame required. 

  
3. The sums to fall due under the contract are adequate and not excessive for 

the proposed construction as based on proposed architectural plans. 
  
4. Craven County’s debt management procedures and policies are proper 

because those procedures and policies have been carried out in accordance 
with the Local Government Budget and Fiscal Control Act.  Adequate 
debt management will continue to be provided as directed by the Local 
Government Commission. 

  
5. Craven County anticipates that a tax increase of 0 cents per $100 valuation 

will be necessary to meet the obligations of this purchase. 
  
6. Craven County is not in default in any of its debt service obligations. 
  
7. The attorney for Craven County has rendered an opinion that the proposed 

Project is authorized by and is a purpose for which public funds may be 
expended pursuant to the Constitution and laws of North Carolina. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairman of 

the Board, the County Manager, the Finance Director, and the Clerk to the Board are 
hereby authorized to act on behalf of Craven County in filing an application with the 
North Carolina Local Government Commission for approval of the Project and the 
proposed financing contract and other actions not inconsistent with this resolution. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairman of 

the Board, the County Manager, the Finance Director and the Clerk to the Board are 
hereby authorized and directed on behalf of the County to proceed with preparing 
requests for proposals, and to undertake negations, to provide for the interim financing of 
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an amount not to exceed $20,000,000, and otherwise proceed with the plan of financing 
for the Project. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a public hearing 

shall be conducted by the Board of Commissioners on May 15, 2006 at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Commissioners’ Meeting Room of the County Administration Building at 406 Craven 
Street, New Bern, North Carolina, concerning the financing agreements under N.C.G.S. 
Section 160A-20, and any other transactions contemplated therein and associated 
therewith. 

 
This resolution is effective upon its adoption this 1st day of May, 2006. 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SELECTION OF  

BOND COUNSEL AND UNDERWRITER 
 

PRIMARY SCHOOL; RECREATION FACILITIES; and COUNTY JAIL 
 

 WHEREAS, Craven County, North Carolina desires to construct improvements 
on lands that are owned by it, or which will be owned by it, identified as a new primary 
school in the Carolina Colours subdivision; a public recreational facility in Township No. 
1; and site and other preparatory work for a new county jail facility; all located in Craven 
County, North Carolina, (hereinafter collectively the “Project”), to better serve the 
citizens of Craven County; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Craven County desires to undertake interim financing of the Project 
by the use of an installment contract authorized under North Carolina General Statute 
Chapter 160A, Article 3, Section 20; and  
 
 WHEREAS, such installment financing is intended to be a short-term financing, 
to be replaced by permanent financing through a Certificate of Participation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Craven County needs to retain certain professional services related 
to the permanent financing. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Craven County Board of 
Commissioners, at a regular meeting on the 1st day of May, 2006, as follows: 
 

1. LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae, L.L.P., is hereby retained as special 
counsel for the Project. 

 
2. Finance Director Richard F. Hemphill is hereby authorized to select and 

retain the underwriter for the Project. 
 
This resolution is effective upon its adoption this 1st day of May, 2006. 

 
CRAVEN AGING PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
Craven Aging Planning Board Budget Committee Chair, Joy Dosher, presented the 
following recommendations for distribution of aging program funds.  The 
recommendations were received and acknowledged. 
 
BUDGET REQUEST   RECOMMENDED      
FY 2007    HCCBG 10% MATCH  TOTAL         USDA  
 
Social Services 
Care Management  $72,205  $8,023   $80,228 
 
In Home Level II   $100,948 $11,216   $112,164 
Unit Rate 14.50 
 
Congregate   $68,375  $7,597   $75,972          $8,333.33 
                  $13,889              75972/13889*.60 
75972/5.47 
Home Delvd   $104,735 $11,637   $116,372        $12,954.24 
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              $21,590              116372/21590*.60 
116372/5.39 
 
Transportation   $62,925  $6,992   $69,917 
Unit Rate 5.83 
 
CC Health Hospice 
In Home Level III  $23,665  $2,629   $26,294 
Unit Rate 16.25 
 
Senior Companion  $16,883  $1,876   $18,759 
Unit Rate 4.05659 
 
TOTAL   $449,736 $49,971   $499,707 
 
Available 
HCCBG $449,736 
MATCH $49,971 
Total  $499,707 

 
SECOND VOTE ON AMBULANCE FRANCHISE TO TARHEEL AMBULANCE 

SERVICE 
 

A second vote was necessary for the extension of the ambulance franchise to Tarheel 
Ambulance Service.  Commissioner Allen moved to ratify the Board’s previous vote to 
extend the franchise, seconded by Commissioner Sampson and unanimously carried.   
 

UPDATE ON AIRPORT ZONING MORATORIUM 
 

Planning Director, Don Baumgardner, presented an update on the development of a 
zoning ordinance that will help to alleviate the encroachment of incompatible uses around 
the Craven Regional Airport.  He advised that a public information session would be 
scheduled for May 11 at the airport.  It was recommended that a work/training session be 
scheduled for the Commissioners following the regular session of May 15.  Another 
update and public hearing will be scheduled for June 5.  John Price, Interim Airport 
Director, announced that Tom Braaten was hired to assume the position of Airport 
Director. 

 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
 

Regional Aging Advisory Committee 
 
The Board was advised at its previous meeting of the expiring term of Earley Toon, who 
was not eligible for reappointment.  Commissioner Staton nominated Myrtle West of 
Havelock to this vacancy on the Regional Aging Advisory Committee.  There were no 
other nominations and Ms. West was appointed by acclamation. 
 
Firemen’s Relief Fund Board of Trustees 
 
The Board was advised of the death of Abe Cleve and received a nomination for his 
replacement.  Commissioner Brown nominated Warren Richardson to fill the vacancy on 
the Firemen’s Relief Fund Board of Trustees for Twp. 1.  Commissioner Sampson moved 
to accept the nomination, seconded by Commissioner Staton and unanimously carried, 
with Mr. Richardson being appointed by acclamation. 
 
Neuse Center 
 
Commissioner Brown, who represents Craven County as the Commissioner to the Neuse 
Center Board, advised of a vacancy and his intent to nominate Ms. Jeanette Avery to fill 
the vacancy.  The Board concurred, with the proposed nomination, which will be 
recommended to the Neuse Center Board for appointment. 
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COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS 
 

Commissioner Staton brought to attention again the junk vehicle problem in District 5.   
 
Commissioner Allen reminded citizens to vote. 
 
Commissioner Brown stated that he is available at any time to answer questions from 
citizens and emphasized that some of the considerations of the Board in locating the new 
jail were locations of schools, churches, high density populations and the availability of 
land for future expansion. 
 
Commissioner Sampson spoke again objecting to increasing gas prices. 
 
At 9:30 p.m. Commissioner Brown moved to go into closed session, seconded by 
Commissioner Allen, pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11 (a)(6) to discuss a personnel matter. 
 
At 9:40 p.m. the Board returned to regular session.  Commissioner Brown moved to 
adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Allen and unanimously carried. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Chairman Perry L. Morris 
Craven County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Gwendolyn M. Bryan, Clerk to the Board 
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