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THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF CRAVEN MET IN 
REGULAR SESSION IN THE COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM OF THE CRAVEN 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 406 CRAVEN STREET, NEW BERN, 
NORTH CAROLINA ON MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2006.  THE MEETING 
CONVENED AT 8:30 A.M. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Chairman Perry L. Morris 
 Vice Chairman Johnnie Sampson, Jr. 
 Commissioner Lee Kyle Allen 
 Commissioner George N. Brown, Jr. 
 Commissioner M. Renée Sisk 
 Commissioner Leon C. Staton 
 Vacancy – District 7 Commissioner 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
 Harold Blizzard, County Manager 
 Ray H. Moser, Assistant County Manager 
 Richard F. Hemphill, County Finance Officer 
 Gwendolyn M. Bryan, Clerk to the Board 
 James R. Sugg, County Attorney 
 
Following an invocation by Commissioner Morris and the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Commissioner Allen moved to approve minutes of the February 20, 2006 regular session 
and the January 31, 2006 reconvened session, seconded by Commissioner Brown and 
unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Military Family Resolution 
 
The Board received a request from the New Bern Chamber of Commerce to adopt the 
following resolution honoring Sergeant Lawrence A. Berdan as Military Person of the 
Quarter.  Commissioner Brown moved to adopt the following resolution, as requested, 
seconded by Commissioner Sisk and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 

RESOLUTION 
RECOGNIZING SERGEANT LAWRENCE A. BERDAN 

AS SERVICE PERSON OF THE QUARTER 
 

 WHEREAS, Sergeant Lawrence A. Berdan has excelled in his duties as 
an Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting Assistant Section Leader, having obtained 
the qualifications of P-19 Operator, DOD Certified Rescue Technician, CPR 
Instructor, Emergency Vehicle Operators Course Instructor, and DOD Certified 
Hazardous Materials Technician; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Sgt Berdan, leads by example, setting the highest standard 
of fitness, training and service, as he motivates the Marines around him; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Sgt Berdan’s “esprit de corps” eclipses other Marines at 
Crash Fire Rescue, as he carries out difficult tasks with ease, taking initiative and 
constantly striving to improve his knowledge and skills; and 
 
 WHEREAS, he has had a tremendous impact on local communities, 
serving approximately 15 hours a week with the Harlowe Volunteer Fire 
Department, and approximately 48 hours a week as a volunteer reserve police 
officer with the City of New Bern, where his wife, Christina is employed as a 
police officer; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Sgt Berdan’s service to the public includes additional off 
duty volunteer activities working with the Toys for Tots program, participating in 
the MCAS Burial Detail, and assisting with the Iwo Jima Veterans’ gatherings. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Craven County 
Board of Commissioners recognizes Sergeant Lawrence A. Berdan for having 
earned the respect and confidence of his subordinates, peers and seniors, and the 
gratitude of his community.  Sergeant Berdan is hereby congratulated for his 
achievements, and along with Mrs. Berdan, commended for setting such a fine 
example of leadership and responsible citizenship. 
 
 Adopted this 20th day of March, 2006. 
 

Budget Amendments and Ordinance Update 
 
Craven County Finance Officer, Rick Hemphill, submitted the following budget 
amendments and ordinance update for the Board’s approval.  Commissioner Brown 
moved for their approval, seconded by Commissioner Sisk and unanimously carried in a 
roll call vote. 
 
Pass Through 
 
REVENUES  AMOUNT  EXPENDITURES  AMOUNT 
 
101-0564-348-30-00 $2,527.00  101-0564-450-91-23  $2,527.00 
Senior Companion    Senior Companion 
 
TOTAL  $2,527.00  TOTAL   $2,527.00 
 
Justification:  Additional funds have been awarded through the Home and Community 
Care Block Grant in the amount of $2,527.  The Craven Aging Planning Board in a poll 
vote awarded these funds to the Senior Companion Program.  The match of $281 will be 
provided by the Senior Companion Program. 
 
Tax Collections 
 
101-0000-301-01-00 $812.00  101-0901-400-40-80  $812.00 
Current Tax     TMA 
 
TOTAL  $812.00  TOTAL   $812.00 
 
Justification:  Budget fee to Tax Management Associates for an audit discovery. 
 
Register of Deeds 
 
101-1001-357-67-00 $29,999.00  101-1001-400-410-20  $29,999.00 
10% Enhancement    10% Enhancement 
101-1001-357-60-00 $208,105.00  101-1001-400-45-02  $203,105.00 
Excise Tax     State Excise 

101-1001-400-32-40 $5,000.00 
Other Supplies 
 

TOTAL  $238,104.00  TOTAL   $238,104.00 
 
Justification:  Excise fees are exceeding amount budgeted and need to be budgeted to 
cover 50% payment to the state, $5,000 for mapping copier supplies and binders for 
marriage certificates, death certificates, special military paperwork – 10% Enhancement 
Conversion CD’s, additional conversion to year end, monthly maintenance is more than 
budgeted (6,350), Conversion project ($14,940) not previously budgeted including $105 
overage, imaging not budgeted ($9,297). 
 
Inspections 
 
101-2401-355-0200 $11,000.00  101-2401-410-10-04  $7,550.00 
(Building Insp. Rev.)    (Salaries/PT) 

101-2401-410-31-01 $2,609.00 
(Reg. Veh. Maint.) 
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101-2401-410-11-01 $578.00 
FICA 
101-2401-410-11-04 $263.00 
W/C 
 

TOTAL  $11,000.00  TOTAL   $11,000.00 
 
Justification:  Amount needed for part-time salaries to pay for the services of Joe 
Squires.  He will be needed during a two week period to conduct school inspections, and 
will be needed to cover inspections routes while full time staff is training, taking annual 
or sick leave, expending comp time earned while in training, etc.  We are requesting to 
add $7,000 for seven weeks of service.  In order to cover the cost of FICA and W/C, and 
to be sure that we could use Joe for 280 hours, we had to increase the overall amount 
requested to $11,000 rather than $10,000 which was originally discussed.  Because we 
have exceeded our expectations for this line, we are also requesting an additional $550.  
We also need to transfer funds into the regular vehicle maintenance line to cover the cost 
of fuel through the end of the fiscal year.  We plan to fully utilize this amount due to the 
high number of inspection requests that we have seen throughout this entire year and the 
increased driving associated with this. 
 
Health/Environmental (Food/Lodging) 
 
101-3101-349-29-00 $1,339.00  101-3101-420-32-40  $1,339.00 
State Food/Lodging    Other Supplies 
 
      9,588.59 From State 
         750.00 Already received from State 
      (9,000.00) Originally Budgeted 
      1,338.59 Budget Increase 
 
TOTAL  $1,339.00  TOTAL   $1,339.00 
 
Justification:  Additional state funding has been made available due to 90% compliance 
rate for mandated inspections of food and lodging establishments. 
 
Child Health/5800 
 
101-5800-346-03-00 $9,700.00  101-5800-440-26-01  $9,700.00 
Robert Wood Johnson Grant   Maint. Repair Bldg/Grds 
 
TOTAL  $9,700.00  TOTAL   $9,700.00 
 
Justification:  Grant awarded for the construction of the new Child Health check-in area 
which will assure complete privacy and protection of patient data displayed on the 
computer screen. 
 
Health/Family Planning 
 
101-6400-349-12-00 $1,005.00  101-6400-440-32-40  $1,005.00 
State Revenue/Family Planning  Other Supplies 
 
TOTAL  $1,005.00  TOTAL   $1,005.00 
 
Justification:  Additional state funding has been made available to be used for any 
Family Planning (Title X) approved expense. 
 
Transportation 
 
101-7002-369-02-00 $20,000.00  101-7001-450-31-01  $37,045.00 
CETC      Vehicle Expense 
101-7002-348-66-0 $17,045.00 
Operations 
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TOTAL  $37,045.00  TOTAL   $37,045.00 
 
Justification:  Increase in CETC due to increase in ridership; increase in operations due 
to funding being available after original budget.  Funds are necessary to cover increase in 
gas. 
 
DSS 7291 Mandated Services 
 
101-7291-349-32-00 $2,396.00  101-7291-450-23-03  $2,396.00 
Energy      CP&L 
 
TOTAL  $2,396.00  TOTAL   $2,396.00 
 
Justification:  Additional funding received from the State for CP&L.  Funds are 100% 
State, no County match required. 
 
DSS 7291 Mandated Services 
 
101-7291-349-42-00 $1,900.00  101-7291-450-23-42  $1,900.00 
Share the Warmth    Share the Warmth 
 
TOTAL  $1,900.00  TOTAL   $1,900.00 
 
Justification:  Additional funding received from the State for the Share the Warmth 
program.  Funds are 100% State, no County match required.   
 
Fire Departments/EMS 
 
246-0000-399-00-00 $146.00  246-2900-410-46-00  $146.00 
      General Ins. 
247-0000-399-00-00 $256.00  247-2900-410-46-00  $256.00 
      General Ins. 
248-0000-399-00-00 $571.00  248-2900-410-46-00  $571.00 
      General Ins. 
 
TOTAL  $973.00  TOTAL   $973.00 
 
Justification:  Cover shortages for fire departments VFIS Insurance coverage. 
 
Reserve/Mapping 
 
JOURNAL ENTRY 
 
371-0571-400-98-62 $150,000.00  371-0000-101-00-00  $150,000.00 
Mapping Fd 362    Cash 
362-0000-101-00-00 $150,000.00  362-0000-366-07-00  $150,000.00 
Cash      From Reserve Fd 371 
 
Fr Reserve Fd 371 to Mapping Project Fd 362 
 
BUDGET AMENDMENT 
 
371-0000-399-00-00 $150,000.00  371-0571-400-98-62  $150,000.00 
Fund Balance     Mapping Fd 362 
 
362-0000-366-07-00 $150,000.00  362-0804-400-40-00  $150,000.00 
From Reserve Fd 371    Cont. Ser 
 
TOTAL  $300,000.00  TOTAL   $300,000.00 
 
Justification:  Set up project from Reserve Fund 371 for Mapping Project Fund 362. 
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Juvenile Restitution 
 
565-0000-399-01-00 $1,911.00  565-7501-500-32-40  $1,911.00 
Fund Balance     Other Supplies 
 
TOTAL  $1,911.00  TOTAL   $1,911.00 
 
Justification:  Budget Juvenile Restitution Fund Balance to cover State of the Child 
Conference expenses for FY 2006. 
 
Occupancy Tax 
 
590-0000-345-44-00 $40.00   590-9600-500-15-10  $40.00 
Collections     Audit 
 
TOTAL  $40.00   TOTAL   $40.00 
 
Justification:  Audit costs. 
 
ORDINANCE 
 

Mapping Project 
Fund 362 

 
This ordinance is hereby approved in the following amounts for expenditures for the 
Mapping Project. 
 
Expenditures: 
 
Contractual Services      $150,000.00 
 
TOTAL       $150,000.00 
 
The following revenues are hereby estimated for the Mapping Project. 
 
Revenues: 
 
From County Reserve      $150,000.00 
 
TOTAL       $150,000.00 
 
This ordinance is hereby adopted this 20th day of March, 2006. 
 
Tax Releases and Refunds 
 
Craven County Tax Administrator, Ronnie Antry, submitted the following tax releases 
and refunds for the Board’s approval.  Commissioner Brown moved for their approval, 
seconded by Commissioner Sisk and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Credits 
 
TAXPAYER NAME    TICKET#   AMOUNT 
 
ANIWINE, FORREST D   2006-0090019   $10.00 
SCE REMOVED FOR 2005 
 
BOLTON, LYNN H    2005-0090569   $207.17 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2005 
 
BOLTON, LYNN H    2004-0004867   $1.46 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2004 

 5



RG032006 APPROVED ___________________ 

 
BOYD, WINSTON D II & ANITA D 2005-0005544   $153.87 
MILITARY-HIS NAME ONLY 05 LES-VA ECC-OW02 
 
BRIGHT, GEORGE CLIFTON & BARBA 2005-0005928   $130.90 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2005 
 
BROWN, PAMELA    2005-0090597   $44.91 
DOUBLE BILLED ON ACCT #60162 
 
CANADY, WAYNE M & GODETTE, DIA 2004-0090148   $260.85 
DOUBLE BILLED ON ACCT #50606 
 
CANADY, WAYNE M & GODETTE, DIA 2005-0008135   $246.43 
DOUBLE BILLED ON ACCT #50606 
 
DANIELS, EDWIN H SR & EDWIN H 2005-0012847   $151.09 
MILITARY ½ VALUE E DANIELS, JR 05 LES ECC-NONE 
 
GASKIN, THOMAS RAY SR & DEBOR 2006-00090021  $36.16 
ANNEXED-PAY TOWN OF BRIDGETON FOR 5 MONTHS ONLY 
 
GODETTE, PERCY DALE   2005-0090188   $33.12 
PROPERTY VACANT 
 
GODETTE, PERCY DALE   2004-0020032   $36.00 
PROPERTY VACANT 
 
GODETTE, RICKY    2005-0090190   $50.36 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2005 
 
GRAHAM, EUGENE LEE   2005-0090215   $57.31 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2005 
 
HARRINGTON, VANCE S   2005-0023400   $511.92 
EXEMPT PROPERTY-OWNED BY US GOVERNMENT 
 
HEILIG MEYERS COMPANY #95  2000-0022734   $28.51 
BANKRUPTCY DISCHARGED 
 
HEILIG MEYERS COMPANY #95  2001-0022931   $7.22 
BANKRUPTCY DISCHARGED 
 
JACKSON, CRAIG    2005-0090257   $70.25 
DOUBLE BILLED ON ACCT #37701 
 
JOHNSON, ROY    2005-0028397   $25.18 
EXEMPT PROPERTY-USED AS CEMETERY 
 
KIRKMAN, SHELTON   2003-0028751   $3.91 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2003 
 
LANCASTER, WANDA P   2005-0031077   $118.10 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2005 
 
LEE, BAXTER    2004-0030618   $53.43 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2005 
 
MARLIN LEASING INC   2005-0033868   $15.60 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2005 
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MARLIN LEASING INC   2005-0033870   $70.22 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2005 
 
MARLIN LEASING INC   2005-0033873   $10.40 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2005 
 
MEADOWS, DONALD ALLEN  2005-0090740   $16.66 
INCORRECT SITUS-SHOULD BE CARTERET COUNTY 
 
MOORE, EDWARD LEE   2005-0037194   $33.12 
PROPERTY VACANT 
 
NOVA MEDICAL MANAGEMENT PA 2005-0039738   $52.11 
DOUBLE LISTED ON ACCT #51704 
 
O’NEIL, BRIAN D JR   2005-0039795   $72.05 
MILITARY-HIS NAME ONLY 05 LES-AZ ECC-10/14/07 
 
RICHARDSON, ROBERT F & SYLVIA 1996-0037360   $43.92 
FORECLOSURE – LIEN EXTINGUISHED 
 
RICHARDSON, ROBERT F & SYLVIA 1997-0037932   $41.58 
FORECLOSURE – LIEN EXTINGUISHED 
 
RICHARDSON, ROBERT F & SYLVIA 1998-0038001   $38.20 
FORECLOSURE – LIEN EXTINGUISHED 
 
RICHARDSON, ROBERT F & SYLVIA 1999-0039849   $36.16 
FORECLOSURE – LIEN EXTINGUISHED 
 
RICHARDSON, ROBERT F & SYLVIA 2000-0041007   $35.84 
FORECLOSURE – LIEN EXTINGUISHED 
 
RICHARDSON, ROBERT F & SYLVIA 2001-0041338   $35.48 
FORECLOSURE – LIEN EXTINGUISHED 
 
RICHARDSON, ROBERT F & SYLVIA 2002-0042018   $41.85 
FORECLOSURE – LIEN EXTINGUISHED 
 
RICHARDSON, ROBERT F & SYLVIA 2003-0042379   $38.11 
FORECLOSURE – LIEN EXTINGUISHED 
 
RICHARDSON, ROBERT & SYLVIA 2004-0042956   $35.23 
FORECLOSURE – LIEN EXTINGUISHED 
 
RICHARDSON, ROBERT & SYLVIA 2005-0044229   $32.75 
FORECLOSURE – LIEN EXTINGUISHED 
 
STRICKLAND, LONNIE WILLIAM & N 1999-0045252   $239.33 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/1999 
 
VIERLING, GARY LEE   2005-0053864   $63.34 
MILITARY-HIS NAME ONLY 05 LES-WV ECC-09/10/06 
 
VOERMAN, DOROTHY G   2005-0053981   $8.22 
NOT IN BUSINESS 01/01/2005 
 
VOERMAN, DOROTHY G   2004-0052460   $8.43 
NOT IN BUSINESS 01/01/2004 
 
WATERS, DIANE J    2005-0090961   $66.35 
DOUBLE LISTED AS REAL 
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    44 – CREDIT MEMO (S) $3,273.10 
 
Refunds 
 
BOLTON, LYNN H    2004-0004867   $216.53 
DID NOT OWN 01/01/2004 
 
GRAHAM, EUGENE LEE   2004-0090659   $56.17 
DOUBLE LISTED WITH ACCT #57963 
 
GRAHAM, EUGENE LEE   2004-0091219   $59.66 
DOUBLE LISTED WITH ACCT #57963 
 
HEUNADER, CHARLES WILLIAM JR 2004-0091499   $141.24 
DOUBLE LISTED WITH ACCOUNT #31295 
 
HEUNADER, CHARLES WILLIAM JR 2005-0024882   $143.96 
DOUBLE LISTED WITH ACCOUNT #31295 
 
WHITEHURST, SAM LATHAM  2005-0091331   $2,730.19 
BILLED FOR INCORRECT PARCEL-WILL BE REBILLED 
 
WINDHAM, LEON    2005-0058122   $118.07 
DOUBLE LISTED ON ACCT #17637 
 
WINDHAM, LEON    2004-0091190   $127.00 
DOUBLE LISTED ON ACCT #17637 
 
    8 – REFUND (S)  $3,592.82 
 
Lease Agreement (Warwick) 
 
Craven County recently purchased 24 acres of property adjoining Craven Creekside Park 
and the airport.  When the County purchased the property, it agreed to rent the house 
located on the property to the previous owner until a new house could be constructed.  
The Board was asked to approve a lease agreement between Terry and Gail Warwick and 
Craven County in regards to this matter.  Commissioner Brown moved to approve the 
lease agreement between Terry and Gail Warwick and Craven County, seconded by 
Commissioner Sisk and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Lease Agreement (Heath) 
 
The Board was requested to approve a one year renewal of an existing lease of 14 acres 
of land to Levie and Betty Heath.  Craven County owns 30 plus acres of property on NC 
41 near Cove City as a result of the Hurricane Floyd flood buy-out program.  Since 2003, 
the Heath’s have leased the property and cultivated approximately 14 acres, with the 16 
acre uncultivated portion being developed as a County park in the upcoming months.  
Commissioner Brown moved to approve the one year lease renewal of 14 acres of land to 
Levie and Betty Heath, seconded by Commissioner Sisk and unanimously carried in a 
roll call vote. 
 
Mosquito Control Contract 
 
The Board was requested to approve the resolution approving application and designation 
of agent for the pass-through grant which Fairfield Harbour seeks from the State each 
year for the mosquito control program.  Commissioner Brown moved to approve the 
authorizing documents, authorizing Allen H. Ritter as agent for the project, seconded by 
Commissioner Sisk and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
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Subdivisions for Approval 
 
Craven County Planning Director, Don Baumgardner, submitted the following 
subdivisions for the Board’s approval.  Commissioner Brown moved for their approval, 
seconded by Commissioner Sisk and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Forest Run Phase Five – Final:  The property, owned by H&D Developers, LLC and 
engineered by Thomas Engineering, is located within Twp 7 off of SR 1110 (Wilcox 
Road).  The subdivision contains 92 lots on 46.55 acres and is proposed to be served by 
community water and New Bern sewer.  The Planning Board reviewed and recommended 
the subdivision for final approval. 
 
Perrytown Meadows – Final:  The property, owned by BBH Development Corp., LLC 
and surveyed by Kendall Gaskins, is located within Twp 7 off of SR 1144 (Perrytown 
Loop Road).  The subdivision contains 18 lots on 7.39 acres and is proposed to be served 
by community water and individual septic systems.  The Planning Board reviewed and 
recommended the subdivision for final approval. 
 
Roger L. Morlote Division – Final:  The property, owned by Roger L. Morlote and 
surveyed by Kendall Gaskins, is located within Twp 1 off of SR 1400 (River Road).  The 
subdivision contains 1 lot on 6.650 acres and is proposed to be served by community 
water and an existing septic system.  The Planning Board reviewed and recommended the 
subdivision for final approval. 
 
H.H. Dawson Farm – Final:  The property, owned by Jack Dawson and surveyed by 
Mayo and Associates, is located within Twp 9 off of SR 1425 (Van Moreadith Road).  
The subdivision contains 1 lot on 2.638 acres and is proposed to be served by community 
water and an existing septic system.  The Planning Board reviewed and recommended the 
subdivision for final approval. 
 
Vernco Investments, LLC – Final:  The property, owned by Ramona Tyndall Jones and 
surveyed by Terry Wheeler, is located within Twp 2 off of SR 1433 (Antioch Road).  The 
subdivision contains 2 lots on 2.24 acres and is proposed to be served by community 
water and individual septic systems.  The Planning Board reviewed and recommended 
the subdivision for final approval. 
 
Jenkins Division – Final:  The property, owned by Clifford Toler and surveyed by Kirby 
Braxton, is located within Twp 1 off of SR 1436 (Willis Neck Road).  The subdivision 
contains 1 lot on 1 acre and is proposed to be served by community water and an 
individual septic system.  The Planning Board reviewed and recommended the 
subdivision for final approval. 
 
Jerry Avery Division – Final:  The property, owned by Bill Pappas and surveyed by 
Matthews Surveying, is located within Twp 3 off of SR 1252 (Loop Road).  The 
subdivision contains 1 lot on a little over 1 acre and is proposed to be served by 
community water and an individual septic system.  The Planning Board reviewed and 
recommended the subdivision for final approval. 
 
Croatan Woods – Final :  The property, owned by Jenkins Group, LLC and surveyed by 
The East Group, is located within Twp 7 off of SR 1101 (County Line Road).  The 
subdivision contains 52 lots on 18.09 acres and is proposed to be served by community 
water and New Bern sewer.  The Planning Board reviewed and recommended the 
subdivision for final approval. 
 
Board of Education Construction Agreement 
 
The Board was requested to approve a Construction Agreement between the County and 
the Board of Education, allowing a sales tax refund on the construction of the new 
elementary school being constructed in Carolina Colours.  The Board of Education will 
act as an independent contractor to build the school but all work will be done in the name 
of the County and the Board of Education.  The County retains the right to approve all 
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payments and to award contracts.  Commissioner Brown moved to approve the 
Construction Agreement between Craven County and the Craven County Board of 
Education, seconded by Commissioner Sisk and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 

CONSIDERATION OF APPOINTMENT TO FILL A VACANCY ON THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
The Board considered an appointment to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of 
Bill Harper, effective February 10, 2006.  The Craven County Republican Party 
submitted the name of John Steven Tyson for consideration.  Commissioner Morris 
nominated Mr. Tyson to the vacancy.  Commissioner Sampson moved to close 
nominations, seconded by Commissioner Brown, with Mr. Tyson being appointed by 
acclamation of the Board.  The oath of office was administered by the Clerk to the Board, 
and Mr. Tyson was seated.   
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Chairman Perry L. Morris 
 Vice Chairman Johnnie Sampson, Jr. 
 Commissioner Lee Kyle Allen 
 Commissioner George N. Brown, Jr. 
 Commissioner M. Renée Sisk 
 Commissioner Leon C. Staton 
 Commissioner Steve Tyson 

 
CONSIDERATION OF APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CLERK 

 
The Board was asked to consider the appointment of a Deputy Clerk and the Assistant 
County Manager, Ray Moser, was recommended.  Commissioner Allen nominated Mr. 
Moser and moved that nominations be closed, seconded by Commissioner Sampson and 
unanimously carried, with Mr. Moser being appointed by acclamation as Deputy Clerk to 
the Board.  The oath of office was administered by the Clerk to the Board. 
 

REQUEST FOR PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING WEEK OF THE YOUNG 
CHILD 

 
Patricia Purnell, Executive Director of Craven County Smart Start, made a presentation to 
the Board advising of the activities of Craven County Smart Start, and she asked that the 
following resolution be adopted in observance of The Week of the Young Child.  
Commissioner Allen moved to adopt the resolution, seconded by Commissioner Sampson 
and unanimously carried. 

 
Week of the Young Child 

Proclamation 
 
 Whereas, Craven Smart Start, Inc. and other local organizations, in conjunction 
with the National Association for the Education of Young Children, are celebrating the 
Week of the Young Child, April 2 through April 8; and 
 
 Whereas, these organizations are working to improve early learning 
opportunities, which are crucial to the growth and development of young children, and to 
building better futures for everyone in Craven County, North Carolina; and 
 
 Whereas, all young children and their families across the country and in Craven 
County, North Carolina deserve access to high-quality early education and care; and 
  
 Whereas, in recognizing and supporting the people, programs and policies that 
are committed to high-quality early childhood education as the right choice for kids. 
 
 Now, Therefore, the Board of Commissioners of Craven County, North Carolina, 
does hereby proclaim April 2 through April 8 as The Week of the Young Child in Craven 
County, North Carolina and encourages all citizens to make a good investment in early 
childhood in Craven County, North Carolina. 
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 Adopted this the 20th day of March 2006. 
 

PRESENTATION AND UPDATE BY BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF COASTAL 
CAROLINA 

 
Lisa Smith updated the Board on the activities of the Boys and Girls Club of Coastal 
Carolina and expressed appreciation for previous funding to the agency by the Board of 
Commissioners.  She stated that periodic reports, probably quarterly, will be provided to 
the Board.  She also informed the Board that the first week in April will be celebrated as 
Boys and Girls Club Week. 

 
CABLE TELEVISION MATTERS 

 
Consultant’s Report 
 
County Manager, Harold Blizzard, presented the consultant’s report submitted by 
Telecommunications Consulting Associates (TCA).  The County hired TCA in January to 
conduct non-compliance audits of the two cable companies operating in Craven County, 
to conduct franchise fee audits and to provide analysis of the proposed assignment of the 
franchise from Cox to Cebridge.  It was reported in the summary report of TCA findings 
of both Time Warner and Cox Cable Companies that both companies appear to be in 
compliance with all major sections of their respective franchise agreements, and have 
correctly paid franchise fees for the period audited in accordance with the franchise 
agreements. 
 
State Telecom Tax 
 
Mr. Blizzard advised the Board of a 7% statewide tax on both cable television companies 
and satellite television customers that went into effect on January 1, 2006.  He explained 
that with the new legislation, the cable companies will pay the state the difference 
between the 3% they are currently paying the County and the 7% total that will be paid.  
He also explained, however, that the maximum percentage that could be charged by the 
County is 5% and recommended that the County amend its franchise agreement to collect 
5% from the two cable companies, which would result in a remittance to the state of the 
2% difference, as opposed to the 4% difference between the County’s percentage of 
receipts and the new 7% tax rate.  Both Time Warner and Cox have agreed to raise 
franchise fees to 5% if approved by the Board, inasmuch as 7% will be paid by the 
companies in any event.  The increase in the County’s portion of the fee will have no 
impact on customers.  Commissioner Allen moved to adopt the recommendation to 
amend the franchise ordinances to collect 5% from Time Warner and Cox Cable 
companies, seconded by Commissioner Sampson and unanimously carried.  Mr. Blizzard 
explained that the amendment to the franchise will require two affirmative votes by the 
Board, and will need to be adopted at a subsequent meeting. 
 
Transfer Resolution 
 
Cox Communications apprised the County in December of 2005 of its intention to 
transfer its assets to Cebridge Acquisition Company and requested the assignment of the 
County’s franchise to Cebridge.  The proposed transfer was analyzed by TCA to 
determine the legal, technical and financial capabilities of Cebridge to operate the cable 
system.  He reported that TCA, after reviewing the capabilities of Cebridge, 
recommended that the County approve the transfer of the cable system from Cox to 
Cebridge.  Commissioner Brown moved to adopt the resolution, which follows, 
approving the transfer of the franchise from Cox to Cebridge.  Commissioner Staton 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
 WHEREAS, CoxCom, Inc., d/b/a Cox Communications North Carolina, (“Cox”) 
is currently operating under the terms of a cable franchise with the Craven County, North 
Carolina (“County”) granted by Ordinance, June 4, 1999; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Cox’s Franchise with the County is currently in effect; and 
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 WHEREAS, the County wishes for Cox to collect franchise fees for the County; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, within sixty (60) days of the adoption of this ordinance Cox will 
collect franchise fees in the amount of five percent (5%); and 
 
 WHEREAS, Cox will remit payment to the County of the collected franchise 
fees within 30 days following the end of the calendar quarter; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Franchise of Cox shall be amended through June 3, 
2014 as follows: 
 

1) Cox and the County agree that the definition of gross revenues the 
franchise fee will be collected on will be as follows:  “Gross Revenue” 
shall mean all case compensation or revenues of any kind or nature 
received directly or indirectly by the Grantee arising from, attributable to, 
or in any way derived from the provision of cable services by the Grantee 
within the County, as long as all such gross revenues are in accordance 
with Generally Accepted Accounting Principals.  Gross Revenues shall 
include Franchise Fee revenue, subject to the provisions of Section 2 
below.  Gross revenues from providing cable service do not include 
receipts from advertising, commissions, program carriage fees, billing and 
collection services, charges for bad checks, late fees, uncollected debts, 
information services, or internet access charges. 

2) Gross Revenues shall include Franchise Fee revenue, provided however, if 
the State of North Carolina Department of Revenue concludes, after a 
court competent jurisdiction determines, with no appeals pending, that 
Gross Revenues should not include Franchise Fee revenue, then Grantee 
shall not be required to include Franchise Fee revenue in the calculation of 
Gross Revenues. 

3) Within sixty (60) days of the adoption of this ordinance Cox will collect 
franchise fees in the amount of five percent (5%) of the Gross Revenues as 
defined in Section 1 and 2 above. 

4) Franchise fees shall be paid quarterly within 30-days following the end of 
the previous calendar quarter.  The County shall be furnished a statement 
with each payment, certified as correct by an officer of the Franchisee, 
reflecting a total amount of Gross Subscriber Revenues. 

5) This Amendment shall not operate to modify, revoke or terminate any 
other rights previously granted in the original franchise agreement, with 
the exception of Items 1 through 3 above. 

6) That this resolution shall be effective upon its adoption. 
7) This Agreement shall be governed in all respects by the law of the State of 

North Carolina. 
 

COUNTY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
 

County Attorney, Jim Sugg, presented the following resolution to offer property owned 
by the County at 705 Scott Street in James City for sale at public auction.  He stated that 
the sale would become final upon acceptance of a bid and approval by the Board.  
Commissioner Sampson moved to adopt the resolution, which follows, and to move 
forward with the sale of the subject property, seconded by Commissioner Sisk and 
unanimously carried.  It was established that the tax value of the property is $3,900. 
 
 WHEREAS, Craven County (“County”), a body politic and corporate, is the 
owner of a parcel of land designated as 705 Scott Street, Township No. Seven (7), Craven 
County, New Bern, North Carolina, and being more particularly described on Exhibit 
“A” attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, County has determined that said property is no longer needed for 
County purposes and should be sold at public auction; and 
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 WHEREAS, County shall sell said property at public auction after publishing 
notice of the sale in the Sun Journal at least one (1) time not less than 30 days before the 
sale, which Notice shall contain the description of the property to be sold.  Said terms of 
the sale are referenced in this authorizing resolution. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Craven County Attorney is authorized to sell the 
parcel of land described herein designated at 705 Scott Street, Township No. Seven (7), 
Craven County, New Bern, North Carolina, as recorded in Book 2115, Page 813, in the 
Office of the Register of Deeds of Craven County, and being more particularly described 
on Exhibit “A” attached hereto, with the highest bidder deposition ten percent (10%) of 
the purchase price with County to be held in escrow to ensure completion of the purchase 
of the property if said bid is accepted by County. 
 
 Adopted this 20th day of March, 2006. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

2006 CDBG Scattered Site Program 
 

Commissioner Brown moved to go into public hearing, as advertised, concerning the 
CDBG Scattered Site Program, seconded by Commissioner Tyson and unanimously 
carried.  Chip Bartlett of Holland Consulting Planners presented the recommendations for 
the beneficiaries and explained the ranking criteria for 27 units.  The result was the 
selection of six units for recommended grants involving four replacements and two 
rehabilitations.  In addition, two alternates were chosen.  There were no speakers from 
the public and at 9:10 a.m. Commissioner Sampson moved to close the public hearing, 
seconded by Commissioner Allen and unanimously carried.  Commissioner Sampson 
moved to approve the project with the recommended grant recipients, seconded by 
Commissioner Brown and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Proposed Changes to the Road Naming and Addressing Ordinance 
 
At 9:10 a.m. Commissioner Brown moved to go into public hearing, as advertised, 
seconded by Commissioner Sampson and unanimously carried.  The purpose for the 
public hearing was to hear comments regarding a proposed road name change within 
Section Two of the “Lakeside at Royal Pines” subdivision in Township Six, to rename 
Green Drive as “Lakeside Green Drive”.  There were no speakers from the public and at 
9:12 a.m. Commissioner Sampson moved to close the public hearing, seconded by 
Commissioner Brown and unanimously carried.  Commissioner Sampson moved to 
approve the naming and addressing ordinance to change the name of Green Drive to 
“Lakeside Green Drive”, seconded by Commissioner Allen and unanimously carried.   
 

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS 
 

Commissioner Allen announced that he would be making presentations to the health 
boards in Swain County and Cherokee Counties during the week. 
 
Commissioner Staton proposed a feasibility study for District 5 sewer and requested a 
$5,000 appropriation from fund balance to fund the study.  County Manager, Harold 
Blizzard, advised the Board that the City of Havelock is currently doing a comprehensive 
study and a first step would be to determine if Havelock could accommodate District 5 in 
a planned expansion.  He also stated that a preliminary engineering report, which would 
be more detailed and more costly, would also need to follow any type of feasibility study.  
Commissioner Staton moved to appropriate $5,000 from fund balance to fund a study in 
District 5, seconded by Commissioner Sampson.  During discussions Commissioner 
Brown advocated waiting to spend the taxpayers’ money until a study can be done 
countywide.  Commissioner Tyson expressed a desire to research the possibility of 
joining sewer lines from the City of Beaufort if there are any that cross the intra coastal 
waterway.  Commissioner Allen commented that Havelock is currently at maximum 
capacity and may desire to bring in the eastern end of the County to help in its expansion 
efforts.  In a roll call vote, the motion to fund the study in the amount of $5,000 from 
fund balance carried with six (6) “Ayes”, there being one (1) “Nay” from Commissioner 
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Tyson.  Commissioner Staton also reminded citizens of the junk vehicle ordinance that is 
in place to assist with the removal of abandoned vehicles from private property. 
 
Special Appropriation   
 
BUDGET AMENDMENT 
 
REVENUES  AMOUNT  EXPENDITURES  AMOUNT 
 
101-0000-399-01-00 $5,000.00  101-0190-400-96-93  $5,000.00 
Fund Balance     Harlowe Sewer Study 
 
TOTAL  $5,000.00  TOTAL   $5,000.00 
 
Justification:  Appropriation from fund balance to fund Harlowe sewer feasibility study. 
 
Commissioner Sisk announced the annual State of the Child Conference being held on 
May 5 and requested a $300 appropriation from fund balance to help with the cost of the 
event.  She moved that $300 be allocated from fund balance, seconded by Commissioner 
Allen and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Special Appropriation 
 
101-0000-399-01-00 $300.00  101-0190-450-96-11  $300.00 
Fund Balance     Smart Start State of the Child Conference 
 
TOTAL  $300.00  TOTAL   $300.00 
 
Justification:  Appropriation for State of the Child Conference. 
 
Commissioner Brown presented a resolution from Alamance County petitioning for the 
increase of penalties for child predators, which would punish sexual offenders at the 
maximum level for the first offense.  Commissioner Brown moved to prepare and adopt a 
resolution similar to the Alamance County resolution, seconded by Commissioner Sisk 
and unanimously carried. 
 
Commissioner Tyson expressed appreciation for his appointment by the Board and stated 
his commitment to do whatever is needed to get up to speed quickly. 
 
Commissioner Sampson welcomed Commissioner Tyson and pledged his assistance in 
whatever way possible in helping him to become acquainted with the position.  He also 
urged citizens again to protest rising gas prices by putting pressure on their congressman.  
He announced a meeting being held by concerned citizens at the Stanley White 
Recreation Center later in the day concerning preventive health care.   
 
Commissioner Morris stated that he had received numerous complaints about the new 
Sprint phonebook and asked the County Manager to send a letter to Sprint to register the 
dissatisfaction with the new phonebook format.  He recognized Leadership Craven 
members who were in attendance and Cindy Hess, employee of Craven Community 
College, served as spokesperson for the group.  Commissioner Morris reminded 
candidates running for office that campaign signs cannot be placed in the state rights-of-
way and must be placed on private property.  He advised the Board of a letter that he had 
received from the NCACC District Three Director concerning the NACo prescription 
drug card program, which stated that Craven County is considering the program.  He 
contended that the consensus had been that Craven County would not be considering the 
program.  Commissioner Allen, however, stated that he had distributed some discount 
cards to uninsured citizens in his district and that they had realized significant savings 
with the card.  Assistant County Manager and Interim Human Resources Director, Ray 
Moser, indicated that he had spoken with experts who served as panelists at the NACo 
Legislative Conference on the matter and has done some independent research on the 
pros and cons of the discount drug card usage. He volunteered to provide a presentation 
to the entire Board on the subject, and was requested to make a presentation at the next 
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meeting.  Commissioner Morris also reported on workshops that he had attended at the 
NACo Legislative Conference concerning efficient emergency communications and 
response to catastrophic disasters. 
 
At 9:55 a.m. the Board was declared in recess to reconvene at 11:00 a.m. with the State 
Legislative Delegation.   
 
 
_________________________________ 
Chairman Perry L. Morris 
Craven County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Gwendolyn M. Bryan 
Clerk to the Board 
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