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THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF CRAVEN MET IN 
REGULAR SESSION IN THE COMMISSIONERS’ ROOM OF THE CRAVEN 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 406 CRAVEN STREET, NEW BERN, 
NORTH CAROLINA ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2001.  THE MEETING 
CONVENED AT 8:30 A.M. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Chairman C. W. “Pete” Bland 
 Vice-Chairman Johnnie Sampson, Jr. 
 Commissioner Lee Kyle Allen 
 Commissioner Donald Phillips 
 Commissioner J. Harold Talton 
 Commissioner Albert H. Toon 
 Commissioner Charles F. Tyson, Jr. 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
 George B. Sawyer, Assistant County Manager 
 Richard F. Hemphill, County Finance Officer 
 Ray H. Moser, Human Resources Director 
 Gwendolyn M. Bryan, Clerk to the Board 
 James R. Sugg, County Attorney 
 
STAFF ABSENT 
 Harold Blizzard, County Manager 
 
Following an invocation by Commissioner Sampson and the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Commissioner Talton moved to approve minutes of November 5, 2001 regular session, 
seconded by Commissioner Sampson and unanimously carried. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Tyson requested to be excused from the vote on the consent agenda 
because of his interest relative to the request for subdivision approval of Quail Woods.  
Commissioner Allen moved to excuse Commissioner Tyson, seconded by Commissioner 
Talton and unanimously carried. 

 
Subdivision for Approval 
 
Craven County Planning Director, Don Baumgardner, submitted the following 
subdivision for the Board’s approval.  Commissioner Talton moved to approve the 
recommendation as requested by the Planning Board, seconded by Commissioner Phillips 
and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Quail Woods Ph I and Section I – Final:  The property, owned by Quail Woods Village, 
LTD and surveyed by Atlantic Survey & Design, is located within Twp 2 off of SR 1600 
(Broad Creek Rd).  The subdivision contains 78 lots and is proposed to be served by 
community water and individual septic systems.  The Planning Board reviewed and 
recommended the subdivision for final approval. 
 
Budget Amendments 
 
The Board considered a request to approve the following budget amendments.  
Commissioner Talton moved for their approval, seconded by Commissioner Phillips and 
unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
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Transportation 
 
REVENUES  AMOUNT  EXPENDITURES  AMOUNT 
 
101-7002-368-02-00 $    2,896.00  101-7001-450.40-00  $    3,000.00 
EHTAP Craven    Contract Services 
101-7002-369-50-00 $    2,775.00  101-7001-450.31-01  $  12,216.00 
EJTAP Jones     Vehicle Reg. Expense 
101-7002-369.51-00 $    2,917.00  101-7001-450.26-03  $  10,000.00 
RGP Craven     M/R Auto TrucK 
 
TOTAL  $  25,216.00  TOTAL   $  25,216.00 
 
Justification:  Increase in State grant revenue. 
 
Transportation 
 
TRANSFER FROM  AMOUNT TRANSFER TO  AMOUNT 
 
101-7024-348.21-00  $    2,896.00 101-7024-450.39-25  $    2,896.00 
EHTAP-State Grant    CO System Transportation 
101-7026-348.26-00  $  16,628.00 101-7026-450.39-25  $  16,628.00 
 
TOTAL   $  19,524.00 TOTAL   $  19,524.00 
 
Justification:  Increase in State Grant Revenue. 
 
DSS-Adult Services 
 
101-7221-336-40.00  $    4,000.00 101-7221-450-41.10  $    4,000.00 
Donations/contributions    Purch Serv/Ryan White 
ENCHAC/Ryan White 
 
TOTAL   $    4,000.00 TOTAL   $    4,000.00 
 
Justification:  Additional funds were reallocated from ENCHAC.  Funds are 100% 
reimbursed. 
 
Tax Releases and Refunds 
 
Craven County Tax Administrator, Ronnie Antry, submitted the following routine 
requests for tax releases and refunds for the Board’s approval.  They were approved by 
motion of Commissioner Talton, seconded by Commissioner Phillips and unanimously 
carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Credits 
 
TAXPAYER NAME    TICKET #   AMOUNT 
 
BLOUNT, ERIC SEVERNAL  2001-0091037   $ 449.98 
MOBILE HOME DOUBLE LISTED ON ACCT #39785 
 
BLOUNT, ERIC SEVERNAL  2001-0091143   $ 421.28 
DID NOT OWN MOBILE HOME 1-1-2001-REPOSSESSED  
 
 
BRYANT, CHRISTOPHER   2001-0006551   $     3.43 
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MOBILE HOME DESTROYED IN 11-1999 
 
BRYANT, EARNEST ALVESTE JR 1999-0006351   $   82.43 
DID NOT OWN MOBILE HOME 1-1-2000 
 
BRYANT, EARNEST ALVESTE JR 2000-0006519   $   88.42 
DID NOT OWN MOBILE HOME 1-1-2000 
 
BRYANT, EARNEST ALVESTE JR 2001-0006594   $   88.58 
DID NOT OWN MOBILE HOME ON 1-1-2001 
 
CIVILS, ELEANOR M   2001-0009303   $   96.00 
3 APARTMENTS UNOCCUPIED SINCE JUNE 1998 
 
CIVILS, ELEANOR M   2001-0009306   $     1.20 
CORRECTED VALUE OF BOAT TRAILER 
 
CIVILS, ELEANOR M   2001-0009307   $   32.00 
DWELLING VACANT SINCE JANUARY 2000 
 
CLIFT, C RUSSELL    2001-0009600   $   49.80 
MILITARY RESIDENT OF “FL-HIS NAME ONLY 
 
CWALINA, STANLEY ROBERT JR 2001-0011738   $ 166.52 
DID NOT OWN ON 1-1-2001-MH REPOSSESSED 6-2000 
 
GATTA, CHRIS & DEVIN   2001-0018563   $ 316.78 
MILITARY RESIDENTS OF “WV” & “MD” 
 
GAVIN, JAMES F SR & JANE  2001-0018584   $   32.00 
MOBILE HOME USED FOR STORAGE 
 
GODETTE, NICHOLE   2001-0019323   $   27.00 
REBILLED ON SUPPLEMENT WITH HOUSE 
 
INCO INC     2001-0090485   $ 690.32 
CORRECTED DISCOVERY FOR 2001 
 
IPOCK, WINDLEY    2001-0025344   $   32.00 
DWELLING VACANT SINCE 1996 
 
JOINER, BILLY ROY & JUDY A  2001-0026565   $   78.27 
REBILLED ON SUPPLEMENT WITH HOUSE 
 
LONG, MYRA J    2000-0030273   $ 108.88 
MOBILE HOME DESTROYED BY FLOOD IN 1999 
 
LONG, MYRA J    2001-0030573   $ 100.37 
MOBILE HOME DESTROYED BY FLOOD IN 1999 
 
MCILWEAN, RICHARD L   2001-0091258   $   53.14 
DID NOT OWN BUISNESS AS OF 1-1-2001 
 
MORGAN ENTERPRISES INC – WHIT 2001-0035250   $     5.13 
PROPERTY HAS NO TAX SITUS IN CRAVEN COUNTY 
 
NEW BERN – CITY OF   2001-0036635   $   32.00 
DWELLING UNINHABITED SINCE 1999 
 
ORMOND, LESTER & VIRGINIA B 2001-0091082   $   48.00 
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CREDIT GIVEN FOR RECYCLE FEE BILLED IN PRIOR YEARS 
 
ROSENBORO, BENJAMIN & ANNE BEL 2001-0042389   $ 194.00 
DOUBLE LISTED AS REAL ON ACCT #6230700 
 
SIMMONS, LEWIS J    2001-0090756   $   19.73 
DOUBLE LISTED WITH ACCT #31766 
 
SNOWDEN, HERVY G JR   2001-0091096   $   32.00 
RECYCLING FEE BILLED TWICE 
 
STARK, ERNEST BARTON   2001-0046283   $   32.00 
NOT A HABITABLE DWELLING 
 
TOLER, LUTHER WAYNE   2001-0091377   $   90.58 
DOUBLE LISTED ON ACCT #7252650 
 
WILLEY, FAITH CARROLL  2001-0091408   $   79.62 
DOUBLE LISTED ON ACCT #32478 
 
ZAFFINO, DOMINIC & ROBERTI, RO 2001-0055875   $ 773.59 
DID NOT OWN ON 1-1-2001 
 
    30-CREDIT MEMO (S) $ 4,225.05 
 
Refunds 
 
CIVILS, ELEANOR M   2000-0009186   $   72.00 
3 APARTMENTS VACANT SINCE JUNE 1998 
 
SNOWDEN, HERVY G JR   2001-0045684   $ 297.33 
MILITARY RESIDENT OF “VA”-HIS NAME ONLY 
 
WALLACE, HOWARD A & DALE E 2001-0050987   $   40.94 
REVALUED BOAT ACCORDING TO GUIDE 
 
    3-REFUND(S)  $ 410.27 
 
CARTS Request for Resolution 
 
The Board received a request from CARTS Director, Johnny Purvis, to adopt the 
following resolution authorizing the Chairman to sign a grant application for the 
Community Transportation Program.  Commissioner Talton moved to adopt the 
resolution, as requested, seconded by Commissioner Phillips and unanimously carried in 
a roll call vote. 
 
 WHEREAS, Article 2B of Chapter 136 of the North Carolina General Statutes 
and the Governor of North Carolina have designated the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation (NCDOT) as the agency responsible for administering federal and state 
public transportation funds; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Transportation will apply for a 
grant from the US Department of Transportation, Federal Transit Administration and 
receives funds from the North Carolina General Assembly to provide assistance for rural 
public transportation projects; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the purpose of these transportation funds is to provide grant monies 
to local agencies for the provision of rural public transportation services consistent with 
the policy requirements for planning, community and agency involvement, service 
design, service alternatives, training and conference participation, reporting and other 
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requirements (drug and alcohol testing policy and program, disadvantaged business 
enterprise program, and fully allocated costs analysis); 
 
 WHEREAS, County of Craven hereby assures and certifies that it will comply 
with the federal and state Statutes, regulations, executive orders, Section 5333 (b) 
Warranty, and all administrative requirements which relates to the applications made to 
and grants received from the Federal Transit Administration, as well as the provisions of 
Section 1001 of Title 18, U.S.C. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Chairman of Craven County Board 
of Commissioners is hereby authorized to submit a grant application for federal and state 
funding, make the necessary assurances and certifications and be empowered to enter into 
an agreement with the NCDOT to provide rural public transportation services. 
 
CARTS Request to Set Public Hearing 
 
The Board considered a request to set a public hearing at 8:30 p.m. on December 3, 2001 
concerning CARTS grant application to the Community Transportation Program.  The 
citizens interested in speaking on this program have been instructed by public notice to 
request a public hearing on the application by contacting the CARTS office on or before 
November 30, 2001.  The public hearing will be held only if interest is indicated.  
Commissioner Talton moved to set the public hearing time and date as requested by the 
CARTS Director, Johnny Purvis, seconded by Commissioner Phillips and unanimously 
carried in a roll call vote. 
 
Resolution Requesting Release of Economic Development Funds to EASTERN 
CAROLINA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
 
Commissioner Talton moved to adopt the following resolution requesting release of 
economic development funds to Eastern Carolina Council of Governments, in the amount 
of $7,413.69, representing Craven County’s share.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Phillips and unanimously carried in a roll call vote. 
 
 WHEREAS, Lead Regional Organizations have established productive voluntary 
working relationships with municipalities and counties across North Carolina; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the 1998 General Assembly recognized this relationship through the 
appropriation of $935,000 for each year of the biennium to help Lead Regional 
Organizations assist local governments with grant applications, economic development, 
community development, and to support local industrial development activities and other 
activities as deemed appropriate by local governments, and 
 
 WHEREAS, in the event that a request is not made by the County of Craven for 
the release of these funds to the Lead Regional Organization, the available funds will 
revert to the State’s general fund; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in Region P funds in the amount of $55,000 will be used to/for 
support efforts as outlined in the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy.  
Efforts approved include economic development grant writing, technical assistance, data 
requests, state clearinghouse, hazard mitigation, water quantity issues, water resources, 
wastewater treatment, transportation and other efforts to improve and/or enhance the 
quality of life for the population of Region P by creating and/or saving jobs, promoting 
industry, expanding the tax base, studying regional issues and acting as a liaison between 
local governments and grantor agencies; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOVLED, that the County of Craven requests 
the release of its share of these funds, $7,413.69, to the Eastern Carolina Council 
(F/K/A/Neuse River Council of Governments) at the earliest possible time in accordance 
with the provisions of state law. 
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REVALUATION UPDATE 
 

Chief Appraiser, Phil Nelson, presented a monthly update on the current ad valorem tax 
revaluation.  During his presentation he highlighted the revaluation of forestry and 
agricultural lands, explaining the difficulty in valuing these lands due to the blend of 
highest and best uses that often occurs.  He provided some general figures on the trends 
that are being observed and stated that the mailing of notices is expected take place in late 
February or early March, giving adequate time for the appeals process. 
 

PRESENTATION ON FORBES MAGAZINE SUPPLEMENTAL PROPOSAL 
 

Ms. Linda Staunch of Linda Staunch & Associates, presented to the Board a proposal for 
inclusion in the March 18, 2002 issue of Forbes Magazine.  Forbes has proposed printing 
a supplement featuring Eastern North Carolina as a significant economic development 
prospect.  She indicated that several neighboring counties are strongly considering 
participating in the supplement and stated that a fifty percent (50%) placement cost 
discount would be given to 501(c)(3) organizations.  She encouraged the County to 
consider collaborating with other counties, and municipalities within the County, as well 
as local 501 (c)(3) organizations, such as the Chamber of Commerce, and the Convention 
and Visitors Bureau.  She informed the Board that January 2, 2001 is the deadline for 
committing to participation and for copy forwarded to Forbes Magazine for production of 
camera ready ads.  Commissioner Allen proposed that the Board give an indication of the 
County’s interest in participating by consensus, with an intent to respond in full at its next 
meeting on December 3rd, thus providing Ms. Staunch a tool for approaching other 
governmental units within the county.  It was the consensus of the Board that the County  
participate in the supplement at some level, to be determined. 
 

PRESENTATION AND REQUEST CONCERNING BEAVER MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM 

 
Commissioner Phillips introduced Mr. Roy Murphy who requested that the County 
reconsider its participation in the State’s Beaver Management Program.  Mr. Murphy 
informed the Board that the beaver population is multiplying drastically within Craven 
County and the damage caused to trees as a result is affecting farmers and the timber 
industry adversely.  He stated that the trapper who is working for the State’s Beaver 
Management Program is responsible for four (4) counties, making his time inadequate to 
fully address the problem.  He asked that the Board adopt a resolution to the State of 
North Carolina petitioning for a bounty being placed on beavers.  He stated that the 
money is available to support this bounty.  County Attorney, Jim Sugg, inquired how 
such a process would work and who would be responsible for administering it.  Mr. 
Murphy expressed his opinion that it should be controlled by the Wildlife Department 
because they introduced the beaver to the area.  Commissioner Phillips advised that he 
would take responsibility for researching the matter and determining what could legally 
be done to manage the problem, and return with a recommendation to the Board. 
 

FINANCE MATTERS CONCERNING RESULTS OF BOND ELECTION 
 

Craven County Finance Officer, Rick Hemphill, requested that the Board adopt the 
following resolution to certify and declare the results of the bond election held on 
November 6, 2001.  He also asked that the Board authorize publication of the 
certification of the results.  Commissioner Allen moved to adopt the resolution and to 
direct the Clerk to publish the results of the election.  Commissioner Sampson seconded 
the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has considered the Certificate of 
Canvass of the Craven County Board of Elections canvassing the referendum held for the 
County of Craven on November 6, 2001 and certifying the result thereof to the Board of 
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Commissioners and has canvassed the result of said Special Election; NOW, 
THEREFORE, 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Craven 
that it be and hereby is certified and declared that the number of voters registered and 
qualified to vote at said Special Election was 56,524. 
 
 FURTHER RESOLVED, that it be and hereby is certified and declared that the 
total number of voters who voted “YES” in answer to the question, “SHALL the order 
authorizing $28,000,000 of bonds secured by a pledge of the faith and credit of the 
County of Craven to pay capital costs of providing and improving school facilities in the 
County, including construction of elementary schools and improvement and renovation 
of existing schools, and including acquisition and installation of furnishings and 
equipment and acquisition of land or rights-in-land required therefor, and a tax to be 
levied for the payment thereof, be approved?,” was 6,963.  The total number of voters 
who voted “NO” in answer to such question was 3,993. 
 
 FURTHER RESOLVED, that a statement substantially in the form hereinafter 
set forth declaring the result of said election shall be prepared, delivered to the Clerk of 
the Board of Commissioners for filing and recordation and published in accordance with 
law: 
 

STATEMENT OF RESULT OF SPECIAL ELECTION 
HELD FOR THE COUNTY OF CRAVEN 

NOVEMBER 6, 2001 
 

 WHEREAS, by direction of the Board of Commissioners of the County of 
Craven, in the State of North Carolina, a special election was duly called and held for 
said County on November 6, 2001 for the purpose of submitting to the qualified voters of 
said County the questions hereinafter set forth, and the said Board of Commissioners has 
received from the Craven County Board of Elections certifications of the results of the 
election, and has determined the result of said election to be as hereinafter stated; NOW, 
THEREFORE, 
 
 The Board of Commissioners hereby makes the following statement of the result 
of said election pursuant to The Local Government Bond Act: 
 
 (1) The number of voters registered and qualified to vote at said election was 
56,524. 
 

(2) The total number of voters who voted “YES” in answer to the question, 
“SHALL the order authorizing $28,000,000 of bonds secured by a pledge of the faith and 
credit of the County of Craven to pay capital costs of providing and improving school 
facilities in the County, including construction of elementary schools and improvement 
and renovation of existing schools, and including acquisition and installation of 
furnishings and equipment and acquisition of land or rights-in-land required therefor, and 
a tax to be levied for the payment thereof, be approved?” was 6,963.  The total number of 
voters who voted “NO” in answer to such question was 3,993.  The question in the form 
submitted was approved by the affirmative vote of a majority of those who voted thereon 
at said election. 

 
Any action or proceeding challenging the regularity or validity of this bond 

referendum must be begun within 30 days after November 20, 2001. 
 

CERTIFICATION OF CANVASS OF  
THE CRAVEN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

FOR THE SPECIAL ELECTION 
OF THE  

COUNTY OF CRAVEN 
ON THE 6TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2001 
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 WE, the undersigned Chairman and Members of the Craven County Board of 
Elections, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that we met on November 9, 2001 at the hour of 
11:00 o’clock, A.M., in the office of the Board of Elections in New Bern, North Carolina, 
to canvass the returns of the special election held in the County of Craven on November 
6, 2001, and that the result of such canvass is as follows: 
 
 1. The total number of voters who voted “YES” in answer to the question, 
“SHALL the order authorizing $28,000,000 of bonds secured by a pledge of the faith and 
credit of the County of Craven to pay capital costs of providing and improving school 
facilities in the County, including construction of elementary schools and improvement 
and renovation of existing schools, and including acquisition and installation of 
furnishings and equipment and acquisition of land or rights-in-land required therefor, and 
a tax to be levied for the payment thereof be approved?”, was 6,963.  The total number of 
voters who voted “NO” in answer to such question was 3,993. 
 
 2. All persons voting at said election were required to use ballots or ballot 
labels setting forth the questions to be voted in the form prescribed by the Board of 
Commissioners of the County. 
 
 3. Only the persons who had been duly registered were permitted to vote at 
said election.  The total number of voters who registered and qualified to vote at said 
election was 56,524. 
 
 4. The polls for said election were opened at the polling places in the County 
on November 6, 2001, at the hour of 6:30 o’clock A.M., and were closed at the hour of 
7:30 o’clock, P.M. on that day. 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have set our hands for the purpose of certifying 
the result of the special election held for the County of Craven on November 6, 2001 to 
the Board of Commissioners of the County of Craven, this 9th day of November, 2001. 
 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

Convention Center Rental Rate Approval 
 
Convention Center Director, Sandy Richardson, requested that the Board approve the 
amendment to rate structure and Convention Center rental policy for the upcoming year.  
The request did not reflect a change in the space rental rate; however, it did reflect a 
change in the equipment and services rates to include an increase from $20.00 per 120v 
electrical service to $30.00 per 120v service, and an increase from $40.00 per 240v/single 
phase electrical services to $50.00 per 240v service.  The proposal also reflected a change 
in the rate of off duty police officers to $21.00 per hour for providing security during 
events.  In addition, the request included a policy change whereby wedding reception 
space rental would be at full rate, unlike the half rate that is charged for other meal 
functions.  This request was made as a result of the excessive amount of staff time that is 
required in preparation for  wedding receptions.  Commissioner Talton moved to approve 
the proposed equipment and service rate schedule, seconded by Commissioner Phillips 
and unanimously carried. 
 
Request to Schedule Workshop on Centralized Permitting 
 
Staff requested that the Board schedule a work session to receive a presentation on 
proposed plans to implement a centralized permitting system.  By consensus of the Board 
a work session was scheduled for November 28, at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ 
Conference Room. 
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COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS 
 

Commissioner Bland asked for the Board’s consensus to allow the members of the Clerk 
of Court staff to park in the lot adjacent to the County Administration Building, as well as 
other areas that have been designated on a map which he prepared.  He stated that jurors 
would be directed to park behind the federal building on New Street.  It was the 
consensus of the Board to accept the recommendation of Commissioner Bland 
 
Approval of closed Session Minutes 
 
Commissioner Sampson moved to approve and unseal closed session minutes of 
November 3, 1997, November 17, 1997, December 1, 1997, December 15, 1997, January 
1, 1998, and January 20, 1998.  Commissioner Bland seconded the motion which carried 
unanimously. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 

At 10:00 a.m. Commissioner Toon moved to go into closed session, as requested by the 
County Attorney, pursuant to NCGS 318.11(a)(3) to give direction to the attorney 
concerning mediation and possible litigation.  Commissioner Phillips seconded, and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
At 10:35 a.m. the Board was declared back in regular session.  The County Attorney 
announced that the Board had discussed mediation scheduled for November 29, 2001 
regarding the Convention Center electrical system with Big John’s Electric and 
authorized him to mediate on behalf of the County. 
 
At 10:39 a.m. Commissioner Sampson moved to recess until 9:00 a.m. November 28, 
2001, seconded by Commissioner Talton and unanimously carried. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Chairman C.W. “Pete” Bland 
Craven County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Gwendolyn M. Bryan 
Clerk to the Board 


