AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER 30 (“SIGNS”)
OF THE

CRAVEN COUNTY
CODE OF ORDINANCES

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments to the Code of Ordinances will: (i) clarify the
definition of “signs” for purposes of administering and enforcing Chapter 30 of the Code of
Ordinances; (ii) make penalties and remedies for violations of Chapter 30 consistent with the
penalties for other Chapters of the Code of Ordinances; and (iii) clarify an aggrieved person’s

rights of review, variance and appeal under Chapter 30 of the Code of Ordinances; and,

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments are consistent with the County’s Land Use
Plan’s goals and objectives, and with the County’s overall land use regulations and ordinances;
and,

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments will further the purposes of the Code of
Ordinances as to certain land use regulations, namely signs, and other ordinances and actions

designed to implement the County’s Land Use Plan; and,
WHEREAS, the Planning Staff recommends approval of the proposed amendments; and,

WHEREAS, on February 26, 2015, the County’s Planning Board voted 5 to 0O to
recommend that the Board of Commissioners approve the proposed Text Amendment set forth

herein; and,

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners held a duly-noticed public hearing on April 6,

2015 to consider amending the Code of Ordinances.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS as follows:

SECTION I

The proposed text amendments are found to be consistent with the County’s Land Use

Plan, and other land use regulations, ordinances and policies; and otherwise promotes the public



health, safety and general welfare. Therefore, the County’s Code of Ordinances is hereby

amended as set forth herein.

SECTION I1

1. That Chapter 30 (“Signs”), Article II (“Off-Premises Signs”), Section 30-21
(“Definitions”) be amended, by deleting the current definition of “Sign” and replacing in its
entirety as follows:

Sign means any: (i) surface, fabric, structure or device bearing lettered, pictorial or
sculptured matter (including symbols, emblems, flags and banners) designed to
convey information visually and exposed to public view, or (ii) any structure
(including billboard or poster panel) designed to carry the above visual information
and which is exposed to public view; and either of which directs attention to any
realty, product, service, place, activity, person, institution, performance,
commodity, firm, business or solicitation.

2. That Chapter 30 (“Signs”), Article II (“Off-Premises Signs”), Section 30-26
(“Penalties and remedies”) be deleted, and replaced in its entirety as follows.

Sec. 30-26 Penalties and remedies.

(a) In General. Violation of any provision of this Article shall be punishable as
set forth in Sections 1-11 and 1-12 of the Craven County Code of Ordinances, and as
may be otherwise allowed by this Code or state law.

(b)  Removal of Sign. In addition to any remedy contained in Section 30-26(a),
and except where it may cause a breach of peace, the county may physically remove
the sign or have the sign removed from the property where a sign is in violation to
ensure compliance with these provisions; provided, however that the owners must
have had notice sent pursuant to Section 30-25(a), and further provided that the
owners have been requested by certified mail to remove the sign which is in
violation of this Article.

3. That Chapter 30 (“Signs”), Article II (“Off-Premises Signs”), Section 30-27
(“Appeals”) be deleted, and replaced in its entirety as follows.

Sec. 30-27.  Administrative Review; Variances; Appeals



The Board of Adjustment shall have the authority to conduct administrative reviews
and appeals, and to grant variances. To the extent applicable for these purposes,
the provisions of Sections 8-3 through 8-7 of Appendix F (“Coastal Carolina
Regional Airport Zoning and Height Control Ordinance”), Sec. F-8.0 (“Board of
Adjustment”) of the Code of Ordinances shall control.

4. This Ordinance is adopted and effective this day of , 2015.
CRAVEN COUNTY
(County Seal)
By
STEVE TYSON, Chairman

Craven County Board of Commissioners

ATTEST:

GWENDOLYN M. BRYAN |
Clerk to the Board
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Amendments to Chapter 30 (Signs)

Redline Summary of Changes

1. That Chapter 30 (“Signs”), Article II (“Off-Premises Signs”), Section 30-21
(“Definitions”) be amended, by deleting the current definition of “Sign” and replacing in its
entirety as follows:

Sec. 30-21. — Definitions

Szgn means any: (i) surface, fabric, structure or device bearing lettered, pictorial or sculptured
matter —letters—pietorial representation—_(including symbols, emblems, flags, and banners)
designed to convev information visuallv and exposed to public view. or (ii) anv structure
(including billboard or poster panel) designed to carry the above visual information and which is
exposed to public view: and either of which directs attention to any realty, product, service,
place, activity, person. institution. performance. commodity. firm. business or solicitation.

2. That Chapter 30 (“Signs”), Article II (“Off-Premises Signs”), Section 30-26
(“Penalties and remedies”’) be deleted, and replaced in its entirety as follows:

Sec 30-26. — Penalties and Remedies

(a) In General. Violation of any provision of this Article shall be punishable as set forth in
Sections 1-11 and 1-12 of the Craven County Code of Ordinances. and as may be otherwise
allowed by this Code or State law.

(be)  Removal of sign. In addition to any remedy contained in Section 30-26(a). and Eexcept

where it may cause a breach of peace, the county may physically remove the sign or have the
sign removed from the property where a sign is in violation to ensure compliance with these
provisions; provided, however that the owners must have had notice sent pursuant to Section



30-25(a)subsection—(a)—ofthis—seetion, and further provided that the owners have been

requested by certified mail to remove the sign which is in violation of this Aarticle.

3. That Chapter 30 (“Signs”), Article II (“Off-Premises Signs”), Section 30-27
(“Appeals”) be deleted, and replaced in its entirety as follows:

Sec. 30-27. — Administrative Review; Variances; Appeals.




