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New Bern, North Carolina – Code of Ordinances 

Subpart A – Charter 
 

Sec. 4. - Creation, salary and composition of mayor and board of aldermen. 
Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, all powers of the city shall be vested in its board of 
aldermen, which shall consist of six members and a mayor nominated and elected from the City 
of New Bern in the manner hereinafter provided. The term of office of the mayor and board of 
aldermen shall be for four years and until their successors are elected and qualified. If a 
vacancy occurs in the office of mayor, it shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term by 
a majority vote of the members of the board of aldermen. If a vacancy occurs among the board 
of aldermen, it shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term of the aldermen whose 
office is vacated by a majority vote of the remaining members of the board of aldermen, and if 
there shall not be a majority, the mayor shall then have the right to break any tie. Each member 
of the board of aldermen shall receive an annual salary in the amount of six hundred dollars 
($600.00). The mayor shall receive an annual salary of eighteen hundred dollars ($1800.00).    
(Session Laws 1961, ch. 1111, § 2; Session Laws 1985, ch. 64, § 1; Ord. No. 34, § 1, 5-9-89; 
Ord. No. 42, § 1, 5-23-89) 
 
Sec. 18. - Eligibility of candidates for aldermen; residence in ward and certain other 
qualifications required.  
That no person shall be eligible as alderman unless he shall be eligible to be a member of the 
General Assembly of this state, and shall have resided in the city thirty (30) days next preceding 
the day of election, and shall be a registered voter within the ward wherein he resides and from 
which he seeks to be elected to the office of alderman. (Session Laws 1961, ch. 1111, § 9) 
 
Sec. 19. - Eligibility of candidates for mayor; [thirty days] residence and certain other 
qualifications required. 
That no person shall be eligible as mayor unless he shall be a qualified voter for a member of 
the General Assembly of this state, and shall have been a resident of the city of New Bern for 
thirty (30) days immediately preceding his election. (Session Laws 1961, ch. 1111, § 10; Res. of 2-22-

00(1), § 1) 

 
Sec. 25. - [Election of aldermen.] 
At the time of each biennial election herein provided for the election of members of the board of 
aldermen, a mayor and a judge of the Municipal Recorder's Court of the City of New Bern, and 
any other elective officers, there shall be elected one alderman from each of the six wards of the 
City of New Bern. No alderman elected shall reside in the same ward as another. The said six 
aldermen shall be elected by all of the qualified voters of the City of New Bern, and all such 
voters shall be entitled to elect each alderman. No person shall be eligible to be an alderman 
unless he shall be eligible to be a member of the General Assembly of the State of North 
Carolina, and shall have resided in the City of New Bern for thirty (30) days next preceding the 
election, and shall be a bona fide resident of the ward from which he is elected. 
(Session Laws 1961, ch. 1111, § 12; Session Laws 1969, ch. 213, § 2; Session Laws 1985, ch. 
64, § 1) 

 


